











GRAND PRIZE: FORD CUSTOM COURIER 
Pius Harley-Davidson SX-175 Motorcycle! 


Features a custom grille, front nerf bar & roof spoiler by 
Dennis Braid Designs; hood scoop, front spoiler & fender 
flares, chrome side pipes with vertical stacks by Recreational 
Vans, Inc.; step-side conversion by California Step Side; sun- 
roof by Fey Manufacturing; custom interior & rear bubble 


~ WIN 1 of 10 
À HARLEY- DAVIDSON 
AN, — SX-175 

- PAN Motorcycles! 


Features 2-stroke, 175- 
cc aluminum engine, 
quick-change rear hub, 
competition-type front fork. 








Fy WIN 1 of 20 
FAIRCHILD 

“Channel F?”™ Video 

Games! Features hockey 


& tennis built into console. 
Cartridges for Space War, 
Desert Fox, Math Quiz and 
more! Easily hooks up to your TV set. 


OFFICIAL RULES: No purchase necessary. All entries become the property of Revell, Inc. None can be re- 
turned or acknowledged. Winners will be determined in a random drawing from all entries received by Revell 
whose decisions will be final. The odds of winning will be determined by the number of entries received. 
Sweepstakes subject to local, state and federal laws and is void where prohibited. Tax liability is responsibility 
of winners. In accepting Ford Custom Courier or Harley-Davidson SX-175, winners agree to assume respon- 
sibility for city and state licensing and registration requirements. No substitute prizes will be given nor will 
cash equivalents be paid. In accepting awards winners grant Revell the right to publicize and promote their 
winning of awards. Revell employees, employees of Revell distributors, dealers, advertising agencies or 
their immediate families are ineligible. If an unlicensed driver or licensed driver under the age of eighteen 
wins the national grand prize (the Ford Custom Courier and Harley-Davidson SX-175), it will be awarded to a 
parent, legal guardian or other licensed driver designated by the winner at Revell's option. 
Contest open to residents of U.S.A. and Canada only. 





window by Beach Enterprises; Motorola in-dash CB & 
AM/FM stereo radio plus powered antenna; special effect 
Centerline wheels by Jim Cook Racing; Goodyear GT Radial 
tires; Cibie headlights & driving lamps; and custom paint job 
by Jeff Scozzaro on truck & bike! 


WIN 1 of 20 
MOTOROLA 
CB Radios! 


Features full 40 channels, 
power mic, L.E.D. channel 
readout, PA switch. 


WIN 1 of 20 


MOTOROLA 
8-Track Tape Decks! 


5 - 
= 
ETEN 
Features program repeat switch, 


easy slide lighted controls, program indicators. 








Kit Assortments! 
400 6-packs & 600 3-packs of Revell models == 


HOW TO ENTER: 

Send an end panel from any Revell kit (or reasonable fascimile — 3” x 5” piece of paper 
with the word “Revell” printed in block letters) along with your name and address. ONLY 
ONE ENTRY PER ENVELOPE will be accepted. Fun Truckin’ Sweepstakes closes May 31, 
1978. No entries will be accepted after that date. Winners will be announced after 
Fun Truckin’ Sweepstakes 


August 1, 1978. ed 
(2) 
‘Revell jams 
P.0. Box 66396C « Los Angeles, CA 90066. 


Send your entry to 
Revell, Inc. 
World’s Largest Manufacturer of Plastic Model Kits. 


WIN 1 of 1,071 PRIZES! ENTER NOW! ENTER OFTEN! EACH TIME YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING GET BETTER! 


£1977 by Revell, Inc.. Venice, California 
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Cover: 250cc National Motocross 
Champion Tony DiStefano (works 
Suzuki) in a muddy Trans-AMA 
contest. Photo by Steve Reyes, but 
we'd like to give credit to the Pentax 
Corporation who loaned Steve a bag 
full of camera equipment to shoot 
races while the insurance company 
was settling up a claim, since Reyes got 
his equipment stolen. 


Centerspread: 

Hooray . . . The editor finally shot a 
photograph good enough for a PC 
centerspread. It’s Kent Howerton, 
obviously, taken at the Dallas 
Trans-AMA, with Beesley’s trusty (and 
crusty) old Nikon. 
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FEATURES 


43 HEYBERGER 


You gonna let that motorcycle talk to you like that? 


44 YOU'RE ALL CRAZY 


The monthly Team Bengt Phorks offering. 


24 COCA-COLA MOTOCROSS FINALS 


Hannah (already the champ) makes his point! 


30 KENTHOWERTON. .. THE “RHINESTONE COWBOY” 


Two Texans talking... 


40 HODAKAFOR’78 


Some new, some improved. Offerings from the Pabatco folks. 


42 STREET STUFF 


Doing it safely... 


46 DIRT DIGGERS GRAND PRIX 


Is Pioneer Town going to become as much of a classic as Hopetown? 


ROAD TESTS 





























YAMAHA YZ400E 


Little yellow rocket. 


28 HONDA EXPRESS IMPRESSION 


Little green whatever you want to call it. 


56 HUSQVARNA 250 OR 


Best all around motorcycle in a while. 


TECHNICAL 





46 LECTRON CARBURETOR 


How to put it on and why. 


DEPARTMENTS 
4 EXPRESSION CHAMBER 


It hits the fan... 


7 BUYER’S GUIDE 


A veritable cornucopia of goodies. 


40 ON THE TRAIL 


Whatever .. . 


44 DATELINE 


Hot off the press... 


42 INSIDE EUROPE 


Thumper power... 












































Breaker! Breaker! All You C.B. Freaks! 


Here are all the Gems you've been waiting for! 








pases 7 






Now you can have, in seven detailed volumes, 
schematic/servicing manuals of some of the top 
names of the C.B. industry. And if that’s not a 
big 10-4, then listen on: 





ey BORER 
Smear 


eos 












e Receiver alignment instructions ¢ 
Transmitter adjustment & alignment 
data ° Transceiver troubleshooting info 
e Repair procedures ° Large, easy-to- 
read schematic diagrams ® Simple how- 
it-works explanations © Synthesizer 
frequency tables ° Parts lists . . . Whew! 
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ARGUS BOOKS P.O. Box 49659, Los Angeles, CA 90049 
12301 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90025 


To receive your volume and/or volumes, just check the box that applies to you... 
remember all models covered are 1970-1975, and only $5.95 each. 


PC-278 


O Vol. 1 (Kris ° Browning ° Hy-Gain ° J.C. Penney [Pinto]) 

O Vol. 2 (Teaberry ° Unimetrics ° Pearce-Simpson ° Siltronix) 

O Vol. 3(E.F. Johnson [Messenger] ° SBE/Linear ° Sonar ° Royce) 
Vol. 4 (Pace ° Fanon/ Courier © Dynascan [Cobra]) 

Vol. 5 (Radio Shack [Realistic] e Surveyor ° Beltek) 

Vol. 6 (Xtal © Tram/Diamond ° Sharp) 

Vol. 7 (Lafayette ° J.I.L. e Fanon) 


(Please add 60g shipping for each. Calif. residents add 6% sales tax.) 


Name Address 
Cit State Zi 
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3 NEW TRICKS FOR 
SUZUKI RM’S 


“Proven in the 125 U.S.G.P.” 
WORKS CRANKSHAFT MODIFICATION 


* Greatly Increases Efficiency of Fuel Transfer Into Cylinder 
* Increases Power At All RPM's %* Improves Reliability 









nel RM125B 
SUPER HI-VOLUME 4 PETAL HEAVY DUTY ROD KIT 
REED FOR ALL SUZUKI RM’S * Increased Oiling 
* 35% More Intake Area * Larger Bearing Surface 
* Low Resistance Fiber Petals * Greater Tensile Strength 
* 


Greatly Increases Horsepower * Silver Plated Bearings 
Torque Throughout RPM Range And Thrust Washers 


TO ORDER — CALL OR WRITE TODAY FAST U.P.S. 
R & R 208 W. Ist ST. »12 SHIPMENTS 
DANVILLE, ILL. 61832 217-442-3165 


DT O N 1S A HI HD E SED OD 1 
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expression 
chamber 


MORE ON THE 125 SERIES... 


| bought your November issue and 
was glad to find out the facts about the 
San Antonio 125cc National. | thought 
it was a bummer the way that Hannah 
had to let Glover go by. Like Danny 
LaPorte said in the interview, sports are 
an individual effort and motocross 
certainly is! 

If it wasn’t, the AMA wouldn’t have 
point standings to see who’s the best 
rider. That’s what it’s really all about, 
isn’t it? 

To Bob Hannah: We know we'll be 
seeing you again, and you’ll try again 
next year. You’ve got a lot of people 
with you. Thanks also to LaPorte for 
telling us the facts. 

By the way, | ride a 250 Kawasaki KX, 
so would be interested in an interview 
with Jim Weinert. What do you think? 

D.R. Abbott 
Coffeyville, Kansas 


You'll be glad to know that we're at 
work on an interview with Weinert, and 
that it’s one of the most forthright, 
frank and candid interviews we've ever 
done. Look for it, it’s well worth 
reading. 


| have been reading my brother's 
magazines about motocross and | think 
you didn’t give justice to the two 
Yamaha teammates Broc Glover and 
Bob Hannah. Not being too familiar 
with motocross and the rules involved, 
it seems to me | know more about who 
did not win than about who did. 

The race was won! There was a 
winner! He should be congratulated. 
Don’t you think that’s only right and 
fair? 

| believe that Broc Glover should get 
more credit than he’s received from you 
and other motorcycle publications. 
Every article | read about that San 
Antonio race tells every detail of how 


Bob Hannah lost the race (it apparently 
doesn’t matter if he wins or loses, he 
still gets the publicity) and hardly says 
how the race was won and by whom. 

Whoever is writing these stories 
should pull his head out of wherever it’s 
stuck and realize he is not being fair, 
and stop taking sides. 

| just wonder if anyone else has 
noticed this, for being an occasional 
motocross follower, | am sick and tired 
of it. This is motocross racing, not a 
soap opera. Let’s face the facts and give 
a little justice to those who deserve it. 


Like they say, let the better man 
win—and he did. 
Thank you for your concern. 
A girl who can relate... 


After reading your informative inter- 
view with Danny LaPorte, | became 
somewhat disturbed. | can understand 
LaPorte’s somewhat bitter feelings 
towards what happened in San Antonio, 
but lm tired of hearing about the way 
Glover “fixed” the San Antonio National 
race. 

To any person who saw the race, it is 
obvious that Broc Glover did what he 
was hired by Yamaha to do: win the 
125cc National Championship. It’s a 
shame that Glover is being maligned for 
doing his job. 

In his interview, LaPorte humbly 
states that he would not be able to 
“throw” a race, even if it meant his job. 
However, neither he nor any other rider 
objected when Billy Grossi stopped at 
the finish line during the St. Joseph 
National to let LaPorte pass and pick up 
two more points. Besides the location 
and chronological order of these two 
events, | fail to see a great difference 
between them. 

Team riding is not new (even to Team 
Suzuki, as LaPorte implies) to the sport 
of motocross. We will undoubtedly see 
it again in the future. Hopefully, the 
next young rider who is involved in an 
event like this will be treated with 
greater dignity. 

Eric Jons 
Phoenix, Arizona 


Where were the officials of Yamaha 
while reporters like Jim Gianatsis were 
having a field day at the expense of a 
17-year-old racer, Broc Glover? 

If Broc were not Number One caliber, 
he would not have been in the position 
to take the Number One spot. And if 
Bob Hannah were the best, he would 
have been the one to take over the 
position. 

A National Championship title is 
more than one moto at one race meet, 
and | would think it would be so even to 
One “sour grape” reporter. 

Broc Glover is one of the nicest guys 
we've had the chance to meet, and one 
of the finest riders. He has broken all 

` the records, even before San Antonio, 
and he’ll break more. 

We will look forward to some fair 
articles about Glover in your magazine. 

E. Drew Gilmore 
Mesa, Arizona 


Your article on the 125cc National at 
San Antonio was so slanted, | couldn’t 
believe it! 

Referring to the two photographs 
which were supposed to compare the 
riding styles of Broc Glover and Bob 
Hannah, why didn’t the photographer 
take a picture of Glover parked in the 
pits and see if we would believe this 
“proof” of which was the fastest rider. 

A few questions remain unanswered, 
to say the least. What position was 
Broc Glover in when the picture was 
taken? First? Last? Where was the 
nearest rider? What was directly in front 


Continued on page 6 











‘Top competitors insist on 


Competitors = 
like “Hurricane” Y® 
Bob Hannah 


: Competition Wheels and Rims 


Leading U.S. and European 
champions ride on Sun Competi- 
tion Alloy Rims. Designed for to- 
day’s high horsepower, they 
have mud-free shape for better 
performance in Moto Cross, 
Enduro, ISDT and cross country 
events. Sun Rims are American 
made from heat treated alloy, 

properly fitted for all com- 












petition cycles. They are orig- 
inal equipment on several 
models. 

Spherically drilled spoke holes 
make trueing easier and elim- 
inate weak spots found in dim- 
pled or punched rims. Drive pin 
holes (pins sold separately) and 

lock mounting holes give 
you anti-slip security. 


For the choice of 

the top competitors, ask 
your dealer for Sun Com- 
petition Alloy Rims. 


Super Sun Rims are distributed by: 


Torsten-Hallman Racing 
Addison, IL Columbia, MD El Cajon, CA 


Webco, Inc. 
Venice, CA 


Iron Horse 
Houston, TX 


Malcolm Smith Racing Products 
Riverside, CA 


MA 


MOTORCYCLE INDUSTRY COUNCIL 


Hi-Point Accessories 
Lorain, OH Sacramento, CA Amarillo, TX 


Flat Track Sizes: 


H. J. Products 
South Bend, IN 


Sun Metal 


Products, Inc. 
P.0. Box 778 
Warsaw, IN 46580 
Phone 219-267-3281 
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HOG F.T.W. WILD 


Size 7 to 13 


Sterling Silver $14.00 each 
14K Gold $105.00 each 


$1.00 for postage and handling. 
7 day return privilege for full refund! 


CLASSICS 
P.O. Box 39865, Los Angeles, CA 90039 
Wholesale catalog rings for resale. 
$1.00 refund with first purchase. 
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EXPRESSION 





of him? Who was behind him and how 
far? How much time was left in the 
race? 
| don’t know for sure what reporter 
Gianatsis had in mind by this type of 
article, but there’s a big credibility gap 
in the facts represented about the 125cc 
National Championship series. 
I’m sorry that there’s no area in your 
magazine for counter opinions. 
Donna Foster 
Phoenix, Arizona 


First, Ms. Foster, you've just 
expressed a counter opinion. That’s 
what Expression Chamber is for. 

Now for what we hope is the final 
word on the San Antonio finale to the 
125cc National series: While we don’t 
feel that Broc Glover was slandered or 
slighted, we will admit that the 
motorcycle (Popular Cycling included) 
press in general hasn't given him the 
full credit he deserves as the winner of 
the National Championship title. It’s 
sometimes an unfortunate tendency of 
journalists to go for the more 
sensational story, and you've got to 
admit that there really wasn’t too much 
sensational about Broc’s win at San 
Antonio, except the way it was 
presented in the majority of publica- 
tions. 

Despite statements made in this 
publication in interviews with Danny 
LaPorte and Bob Hannah, the basic fact 
remains that Broc Glover IS the 125cc 
National Champion. As such, we herald 
and salute him and sincerely hope that 
the next time Broc Glover wins a 
National Championship title, it is 
without the controversy and negative 
sensationalism that this one had. We’d 
like to see him do it all on his own, and 
that’s the bottom line of all you’ve read 
about that San Antonio race. 


NMA GRAND NATIONAL 
COMPLAINTS 


In regard to the 9th Annual NMA 
National Championships, it’s great to 
see your name in print and get coverage 
in a national mag, but accurate 
reporting would sure help and keep the 
record straight. | was nowhere near 
Cary Tomerlin in the second 125 Stock 
Intermediate moto. | was in fourth, 
trying to catch Bruce Slaughter, who 
was third. | got by him about ten yards 
before the finish, moving up to third 
and crashing simultaneously at the 
finish. | never saw Tomerlin after the 
first lap. 

| didn’t fall at all in the first moto 
holeshot turn after the start, as the 
story indicated. | got bumped by 
another bike in that turn, which offset a 
chain adjuster just enough to throw the 
chain while running fourth in the fourth 
lap. | got off voluntarily, replaced the 
chain and rode on to 10th in that heat. 

Oh, and | was riding a Yamaha, not a 
Suzuki. 

Still, your article was a breath of 
clean air after suffering through rain, 


Continued on page 62 








PERFORMANCE 
SPECIALTIES inc. 


GET YOUR 


PARTS FROM DG! 


MOTO-TEK (CONVERSION TO 
POINTLESS CDIIGNITION) $54.95 











EXPANSION CHAMBERS $74.95 
THIN HEAD GASKET (.010) $ 1.95 
ROLL BAR $39.95 
30mm PRE-JETTEDCARB $45.95 
PORTING (Your Cylinders) $75.00 


DG’s BOOK OF TRICKS (CATALOG) 
24 PAGES CHOCK-FULL OF PERFORMANCE 





1170 VAN HORNE e ANAHEIM. CA 92806 © 714/630-5471 









for your four-stroke. . . 


TOVAR 
PEGRALO 
revealed 


THIRTEEN YEARS OF RESEARCH 
and product development have helped 
us learn a thing or two about perfor- 
mance. And now we’ve detailed it all in 
a brand-new 64-p. performance guide/ 
catalog. You'l learn the racers’ secrets... 
how to get up to double the h.p. from 
most popular four-strokes... and ways to 
squeeze the most performance for the 
fewest bucks. Spice up your motorcy- 
cling life — order your copy now. 

Just $2 ppd. an 

















High-performance results for 
Hondas è Kawasakis e Yamahas 


DOWROLL 


Box 1206 PC 2e Bend, OR 97701 © (503) 382-6395 


An Atlas Body? 
In 7 days CN 


my method of DYNAMIC-TENSION : 








= 

A a 
starts giving you results that you feel $~ / 
and your friends will notice. Big, ; 
useful muscles. Gain pounds in weight 
where needed. Lose “pot belly.” a 
Send me your name -and 
address for my 32-page 
book—FREE. 


CHARLES ATLAS 


49 West 23rd St., 
New York, N.Y. 10010 
Dept 83P 








AIR EQUALIZER 


Goki Mfg. Co. is now producing a 
simple and convenient system for 
equally adding or substracting air 
pressure from air forks. 

Goki’s equal-fill system works in 
conjunction with all American-made air 
fork caps and homemade air fork caps. 
The Goki equal-fill system provides for 
pressure setting to be adjusted equally 
and simultaneously in both fork legs. 

Goki’s equal-fill system comes 
packaged with all necessary hardware 
for installation and mounting. Also, 
detailed instructions are included with 
each kit. Price—$10.95, Part Number— 
EF-100. Goki Manufacturing Company, 
9525 Cozycroft Avenue—Unit F, Chats- 
worth, CA 91311. 


DON’T BE FUELISH 


Throw away your baby bottles, 
graduates, and funnels. Dump both gas 
and oil into the TORCO FUEL SYSTEM 
to the right line for your ratio. It’s 
marked for 10, 15, 25, 30, 40, and 50:1. 
No more waste. 

Have the postman waddle up to your 
garage door with one by sending $7.95, 
plus $1.25 shipping to Northwest Parts, 
245 North Hwy. 99W, McMinnville, OR 
97128. (503) 472-2515. 











FAT SPARK, HOT LAPS 


Mototek has two kinds of electronic 
units for you. Either comes in enough 
models to fit most bikes. 

The Points Replacer lets you dump 
that hard-to-set and inefficient cam and 
points arrangement inside your cases. 
Replace the whole thing with one black 
box. 

Or the Racing Conversion replaces 
your CDI’s black box and high-tension 
coil with a unit that lets you turn higher 
RPM’s with no rev limiter. 

Order by mail from Northwest Parts. 
Send $59.95 to 245 North Hwy 99W, 
McMinnville, OR 97128; (503)472-2521. 
Order by brand, model, year and be 
sure to say which one you want. 





DG RACING APPAREL 


Who else but DG Performance 
Specialties could get none other than 
Bob Hannah to model a new apparel 
line? In this photo, ‘‘Hurricane’’ shows 
off DG’s new winter jacket and knit cap. 

The jacket is made of bright DG 
yellow coated nylon (in the ‘‘wet’’ 
look) with blue stripes down the 
sleeves. Pockets are double entry 
type and the front zipper is a heavy 
duty item. Sizes range from extra 
small to extra large and price is $39.50. 

The knit stocking cap will keep your 
ears warm for sure. They’re yellow and 
blue (of course) and feature a DG 
patch on the front (of course you 
could wear the cap with the patch on 

Continued on page 8 
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Fast Tr Cool Job! 


* TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A 


Motorcycle 
Mechanic 





If you like to 2 
ride a cycle for fun... learn how to fix 


it for profit! Can you imagine a better way to 
earn your living? And to make it even better, the 
pay is great—whether you choose to work ina 
cycle shop for someone else or decide to start 
your own cycle repair business. 

Now, thanks to North American, there’s a fast, 
easy way to gċt the training you need... at home in 
your spare time. No need to quit school or your job. 
Experts show you step-by-step everything from 
minor tune-ups to major overhauls. 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
.. AND SO IS FIXING THEM! 


There are more than 3 million cycles registered 
in the U.S, today. Plus an estimated 3 million 
more dirt bikes, But, there are fewer than.10,000 
motorcycle mechanics available to repair them. 
(Imagine only one mechanic for every 600 motor- 
cycles!) No wonder career opportunities are so fi 
great...and getting better every day. The door 

s open to you now. Rush coupon for FREE color bro- 
hure with full information. No salesman will call. 














Instruments included to start 
h American “know-how 

ath how to use wrenches. 

trical test instruments, 


aaa meee 
Special Cycle Tools and Test 
1 Professional tools plus you 
“Hct a skilled mechanic We teach yu 
sockets. impact screwdrivers. timing lights. el 
mpression gauges. vacuur 
ati sets, dial indicators and much. 
include a set of spe 
fast! These are yours 







...and yours t0 fest 
cle mechanic. Find out a 
-packed career as 4 motorcyc! at 
ht S A for FREE color brochure — full information. No 
abo ligation = _. now or ever! Rush coupon today. 


=" You'll Be the Center of 
Attraction in Your Circle of Friends... 


$ Be the envy of friends & neighbors 
$ as they flock around to watch you 
tear down and tune-up all kinds 
of motorcycles. And just think of 
. the satisfaction in knowing you’ve 
got the best performing bike in 
town. Plus, you can make extra 
dollars fixing motorcycles for 
your friends and neighbors. 


SEND FOR FREE INFORMATION 
Get all the facts now... with- 
out obligation. Be the first in 
your neighborhood to cash in 
on the big demand for motor- 
cycle mechanics. No cost or 
obligation. No salesman 


will call. Mail Coupon Now! 
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Leare by Home-Study 
NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR I 
4500 Campus Dr., DeptEDO 18 Newport Beach, CA 92663 I 


p Rush FREE color brochure and full information on how I 
| can become an expert Motorcycle Mechanic for I 
I only a few dollars a month. 














I I 
NAME AGE — I 
| ADDRESS p 
yeity i 
aorar eA See ap eee 
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Now you can have 
authentic team 

| styles and factory 
| colors just like the 
professionals. 

We manufacture a 
complete line of 
racing leathers 

for MX, flat 

track, speedway, 
and touring 

leathers for the 
road rider. 


Ra 


OM ERE ee 


DOZO 


< Send 50¢ for 
À our complete 
\ catalog. 


Lancer Leathers 


10233 No. 19th Ave., Dept. K43 
Phoenix, Arizona 85021 


(602) 944-1783 
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BUYER'S GUIDE 





the back if you want). Price tag reads 
only $4.50. 

As always, the DG racing apparel 
(as well as the rest of the contents of 
the DG Bag of Tricks catalog) is avail- 
able from finer motorcycle and acces- 
sory stores. For information and 
dealers, contact DG _ Performance 
Specialties at 1170 Van Horne Road, 
Anaheim, CA 92806. That’s a new 
address, by the way. 








SAVE YOUR LIFE: QUIT SKIDDING 


Got a street bike? Ever scare your- 
self or have a close call when a Buick 
pulls out in front of you and you have 
to lock up the brakes? 

Is that one of the things that bothers 
you most about street riding? 

Well, we can’t do much to directly 
help you with that little old lady in the 
Buick, but we can make a good sug- 
gestion to help with the wheel locking/ 
skidding problem. 

We've got a couple of good friends 
(how good we didn’t realize until 
their device saved our life a couple of 
times) who make a simple little item 
called the Safety Braker/MC. We’ll 
go right on record as saying that if you 
have hydraulic brakes on your motor- 
cycle and don’t have a Safety Braker 
installed, you’re blowing it! 

The device installs in the hydraulic 
brake line and acts as an anti-skid 
device by preventing premature wheel 
lockup and hop. Chatter and hop 
during hard (very hard, like a panic 
stop) braking are noticeably reduced, 
providing much greater stability and 
control. 

Hey, we could go on and on about 
the Safety Braker/MC, but we always 
get back to the bottom line. This isn’t 
just a new product release. It’s a full 
endorsement of an item that has quite 
literally saved lives, ours included. 
As we said, if you don’t get one 
immediately, you’re dumb, because 
sooner or later, it’s gonna save your 
life too. It’s that simple. 

Suggested retail price is only $36.95, 
from Safety Braker/MC, 78 Lake 
Meadow Drive, Daly City, CA 94015. 
When you order, tell them thanks from 
you still alive and healthy editor. 














Weller 
MINI-SHOP KIT 


MODEL 
601-K 


GRIND, POLISH, CLEAN, SHARPEN, 
SAND, SHAPE, DRILL, ROUT, CUT. 
Specifications: 28,000 RPM, 115 volt, 
1.1 amp. Universal motor. Shipping 
weight 3 Ibs. 


The Weller Mini-Shop kit is ideal 
for handyman, hobbyists, and 
professionals. Powered by a 
28,000 rpm, 115 volt, 1.1 amp, 
Universal motor, the kit con- 
tains 43 accessories to help build, 
repair and clean faster and easier 
than ever before. Because it’s 
small and easy to handle, it’s 
perfect for delicate work and 
hard-to-reach places. 


The complete 46-piece kit comes 
packaged in an attractive and 
functional carrying case and 
makes an ideal gift. 


only $49.95 





To: ARGUS BOOKS 
P.O. Box 49659 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 


12301 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90025 
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e Yes, this would be a very versatile tool 
x for my shop for only $49.95. I’m enclos- 
e ing$ , plus $1.75 shipping. 
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601-K-DS 


(California residents add 6% sales tax.) 
Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 








ZX HELMET FROM SHOEI 


This new Shoei model for motocross 
and off-road riders is exceptionally 
light weight, yet meets or exceeds the 
1975 Snell Standard. 

The shell is a combination of Aramid 
fibers and fiberglass, pressure molded 
to very rigid quality specifications. 
The ZX also features high impact 
non-resilient foam inner liner and 
brushed nylon covered comfort 
padding. The ZX rider can wear all 
standard goggles and either a five or 
three snap visor. Available in sizes 
small through extra large, in all 
standard colors and candy red, blue 
and silver. 

For more information contact: 
Shoei Safety Helmet Corp., 1717 
Pontius Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025. 





MORE POWER FOR RM-125B 


Moto-X Fox, the people who revolu- 
tionized the shock absorber field with 
Fox Airshox, are proud to announce 
their new expansion chamber and 
carb kit for Suzuki RM-125B. This is 
the pipe which Pat Richter used to take 
Top American placing at the 125cc 
United States Grand Prix on 17 July 
1977 at Lexington, Ohio. This pipe is 
made from precision stampings to 
guarantee the best performance and 


smoothest flow. This is the finest 
pipe manufactured for RM-125B. 
It is the first in a series of pipes 


designed and built by Moto-X Fox 
themselves. Part Number is #34-1730 
and Retail Price is $84.95. 

The 34mm Mikuni carb kit increases 
performance compared to the 32mm 
stock unit. It is strictly bolt on and 
includes a selection of extra main 
jets for fine tuning. Part Number is 
#34-0001 and Retail Price is $39.95. È 








NEW 1978 





MOTO-X FOX_. 


CATALOG 


Send for our new 1978 catalog that 
lists everything for the motocross 
enthusiast, including all the great 
MOTO-X FOX products, the hot new 
setup for RM Suzuki's, and 

much more. 


5 SKINNY 


FIT MOST DIRT 
BIKES! SEND 50. 
FOR STICKER AND 
CATALOG OF PLAS- 
TIC TANKS USED BY 
A annine RIDERS. 
DON VESCO PRODUCTS INC. 
7565 NORTH AVENUE 
LEMON GROVE, VEA. 92045 - 
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- nicer decals . . 
Oe California 90049. 





FUNSATION ! 


Now is the time to get the complete 
set of these most informative snow- 
mobiling magazines. You will find such 
information as how to prepare for 
winter fun, cross-country touring and 
much, much more... 


And if you buy any three you will re- 
ceive the other two absolutely FREE! 


These would also make a great gift 
for snowmobiling friends. 


8 DECALS — 50¢ 


The hottest magazine emblems in the country now in 4-color on- high. ose, weathe 
yours for only 50¢ in coin from Argus Books, P.O. 
(Please print your name and address clearly. I> 


-POPULAR HOT RODDING ° OFF-ROAD © POP CYCLING ¢ SUPER a 1001: 
CUSTOM & ROD IDEAS e TRUCK & VAN ° VW GREATS ¢ SKATEBOARDING 


Buy Three 
and 
Get Two FREE! E 


WINTER SEASON: 









MOTO-X FOX 
1978 Catalog $2.00 






| MAIL COUPON AND 
$2.00 to: Dept. PC 
i 
MOTO-X FOX 


i 520 McGlincy Lane, Campbell, CA 95008 
(408) 371-1221 


i Please send your 1978 catalog to: 
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Kawasaki Parts 
' BSA Parts 


SHIPPED SAME DAY 


NORFOLK Box 81 Rte 1A 


y Norfolk, MA 02056 
MOTORCYCLES Call (617) 384-7555 
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To: ARGUS BOOKS PC-278 
P.O. Box 49659, Los Angeles, CA 90049 


12301 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90049 


this sounds great to me. l'm enclosing « 
for the following snowmobile maga- $ 
zines and if | choose three the other two are free. 
(Add $1 shipping. Calif. residents add 6% sales tax.) ° 
A) All About Snowmobiles $2.00 O 
B) Snowmobile Mechanics $1.00 O 
C) Snowmobile Mechanics $1.50 O 
D) All About Snowmobiles & 
Accessory Guide 
E) All About Snowmobiles & 
Accessory Guide 


Hey, 
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$2.00 0 
$2.00 
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By Tom Beesley 


the tral 


ell, first off I have to say 

that I told you a lie. I 

didn’t do it intention- 

ally, but that’s the way it 
worked out. Last month I said on this 
page that this issue of PC would have a 
test on the new Kawasaki KX250 
motocross machine. 

If you looked closely at the cover or 
contents page, you probably realize 
already that we don’t have a Kawasaki 
test in this issue of the magazine. 

Bryon Farnsworth, who takes care of 
us moto-mags over at Kawasaki, calls me 
just about every other day and tells me: 
“Not yet. Not yet. It’s on the way, but it’s 
not here yet!”’ 

See, the new production Kawasaki 
racers are so trick that they’re confusing 
the poor assembly line folks. Hereto- 
fore, the works race bikes have been 
turned out by a small, select crew, in very 
small numbers. 

Now that Kawasaki is trying to build 
virtually the same motorcycle on a 
modified assembly line basis, it’s 
gumming up the works. Seems you really 
can’t built a works bike just as easily as 
you can a production line model. 

That answers a question I’ve had for a 
long time. I used to wonder why the bikes 
we could buy were so different from what 
the works riders rode. Figured that if you 
had to gear up to build a shock absorber, 
why not make a quality one, especially 
with the advanced technology and 
resources of the major Japanese factories. 

I mean, you expect the works bikes to 
be different from what you or I can 
actually buy, but why did the gap have to 
be that large? I never understood that. 

Everything considered, it’s a marvel 
that the latest genre motocross bikes are 
so good. The gap that’s always existed 
between works and production bikes is 
amazingly narrow these days, and that is 
really a good thing for those of us who 
don’t ever get to ride works bikes. 


* k OK 





This month, we’ve got a couple of neat 
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tests. The Yamaha YZ100 is a rocket- 
ship motocross machine that perfectly 
bridges the gap between mini- and full- 
sized motorcycle. Boss George’s son 
Duane has been riding the YZ, and he 
likes it so much that we may have to 
sneak into the garage some night and 
take it away from him. 

Not to mention that the bike is so fast 
and fits Daune so well that he’s now able 
to give his dad a darned good race 
around Indian Dunes. George really had 
to work to get around Duane, and we 
have to tell you (snicker, snicker) that the 
senior Elliott was riding a 250! 

Also in this issue is a test on the all new 
Husky 250 OR. What a lovely 
motorcycle! None other than Malcolm 
Smith nicely summed up the OR when he 
told Husky’s Nils Arne Nilsson: “This is 
exactly what I’ve been wanting to build.” 
What he meant primarily was that the 
OR uses a combination gear box that 
makes it perfect for all situations. The 
first three gears are from the WR (wide 
ratio) enduro model and the top three are 
from the CR motocrosser. 

What you end up with is a gear for 
every situation imaginable, and it’s just 
great! Sure hated to see that Husky go 
back. 

Continuing the trend started a few 
months ago, we’ve got another good 
interview this month, this time with 
“Rhinestone Cowboy” Kent Howerton. 
Being a fellow Texan, I’ve always liked, 
admired, respected and so on, Howerton, 
and felt him to be one of the best 
American riders. He’s had some bad 
breaks, as he tells you, but he’s nothing 
but optimistic about the future. 

Also got a fair amount of race 
coverage, with an update on the 
Trans-AMA series and full coverage of 
the Dirt Diggers MC’s annual grand prix 
event. Now called Pioneer Town, this is 
the same race that’s been a long standing 
classic at Hopetown. The Dirt Diggers 
(my dream is to become a member of that 
club!) really put on a good race, and it’s 
all but sure that the Pioneer Town event 
(at SoCal’s Racing World) will become 
just as much a classic as the gone-but- 
not-forgotten Hopetown. 

Had an entry form all filled out for the 
Diggers’ race, but somehow never got 
around to sending it in. Raceday found 
said entry form still sitting on the desk, 
where it wasn’t doing anybody any good. 

As soon as I cast eyes on the Diggers’ 
course at Racing World, I wanted to try 
for a late entry. Then, when I went 
testing the Husky OR at Racing World a 
few days after the event and rode the 
entire course (including the infamous 
mud hole) I really regretted not getting 
that entry form in on time, if for no other 
reason than the Dirt Diggers (and 
sponsor Coors Beer) came up with the 
niftiest entry/finisher pins I’ve ever seen. 
Anybody want to sell theirs? è 
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BEST RESIGNS, 
WIRWAHN TO DIRECT AMA 


WESTERVILLE, OH|IO—The Board of 
Trustees of the American Motorcyclist 
Association announced today that they 
have reluctantly accepted the resig- 
nation of the Association’s Executive 
Director Barrie Best. 

The Board, by accepting his resig- 
nation, respects his decision that the 
current status and future direction of 
the Association do not align themselves 
with the career objectives that Mr. Best 
holds personally. 

It was also announced that Gene 
Wirwahn, former AMA legislative 
director, has accepted the position of 
acting executive director. Wirwahn, at 
the AMA Congress on October 6, 
had announced his intention to resign 
effective November 11 to accept a 
position with a Washington, D.C., 
law firm. 

Wirwahn stated that he definitely 
intends to practice law in the nation’s 
capital. However, he has made arrange- 
ments to delay joining the law firm in 
order to direct the Association during 
the transition period to a new executive 
director. 


CAMEL PRO SERIES 
RACE OF CHAMPIONS 


POMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA—Jay 
Springsteen of Lapeer, Michigan, 
concluded his second straight AMA 
Camel Pro Series championship season 
with a victory in the Camel Pro Series 
Race of Champions at Pompano Park. 
This marks the second year in a row 
that Springsteen has won both the 
series title and the season-ending 
Race of Champions. 

The race was the first motorcycle race 
ever held at Pompano Park Harness 
Raceway and was run despite torrential 
rains early in the day which nearly 
forced cancellation. In the end, though, 
the 20-lap featured event was run 
without a hitch before the cameras 
of CBS Sports Spectacular. 

Springsteen led all but two of 20 iaps 
en route to his victory before an esti- 
mated 9,000 spectators. Finishing 
second was 1977 Rookie of the Year 
Garth Brow of Flint, Michigan, followed 
by Ted Boody of Royal Oak, Michigan, 
teammate to Springsteen on the Harley- 


Davidson factory squad. Rounding out 
the top five were Steve Eklund of San 
Jose, California, and Hank Scott. of 
Findlay, Ohio. All 14 machines in the 
Race of Champions were Harley- 
Davidsons. 

Eight of the riders in the Race of 
Champions had qualified for starting 
positions by winning one or more races 
during the 28-race 1977 Camel Pro 
Series. The field was brought to 14 
by a 10-lap qualifying heat for non- 
winners on the 1977 tour. 

In addition to the featured Race of 
Champions, an Expert-Junior program 
was presented at Pompano. Garth 
Brow swept to a win in the Expert 
final, shortened to three laps due to 
darkness. Winning the 10-lap Junior 
final was Lance Jones of Gadsden, 
Alabama, an early favorite for 1978 
Rookie of the Year laurels on the Camel 
Pro Series. 


HONDA SET FOR OHIO PLANT 


COLUMBUS, OHIO—Honda Motor 
Co., Ltd., and the State Government of 
Ohio have reached agreement clearing 
the way for the Japanese firm’s selec- 
tion of Ohio as the site for a motorcycle 
assembly plant. Plans for the project 
were finalized in a meeting between 


Honda Executive Vice President 
Kihachiro Kawashima and Ohio 
Governor James A. Rhodes. 

Mr. Kawashima said: ‘‘We have 


obtained an option to purchase 217 
acres of privately owned land in Union 
County, Ohio, adjacent to the eastern 
boundary of the Ohio Transportation 
Research Center (TRC) for our initial 
production facility.’ 

Following his meeting with Governor 
Rhodes, the Honda executive said the 
plant will be designed to manufacture 
60,000 motorcycles annually on a single 
shift basis, and will employ up to 500 
persons in its initial stage. 

According to Mr. Kawashima, Honda 
plans to break ground for construction 
of the 220,000 square foot motorcycle 
plant as soon after the first of the year 
as possible. Production will get under 
way in the Spring of 1979. 

He also disclosed that ‘‘If the motor- 
cycle assembly operation meets our 
expectations with respect to such 
factors as the product quality and costs 
as well as our relations with labor, local 
communities and governments, and 
demand, and other economic conditions 
so warrant, it is our present intention to 
start manufacturing automobiles by 
expanding the plant site.’ 

Under the understandings reached 
with Ohio officials, Honda plans to 
acquire an option to purchase up to 
260 acres of land adjoining the motor- 
cycle plant site for that expansion, 
he stated. 

No details as to the timing or pro- 
duction volume of automobiles have 
been determined, however, he said. 

To help attract Honda to Ohio, the 
Governor, with the cooperation of 
State legislative leaders, offered to 
provide up to 2.5 million dollars in 
public improvements related to the 
project. 


Jay Springsteen 


MAICO MAGNUMS FOR 1978 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA—Maico 
has introduced completely new moto- 
cross machines for 1978, and has 
announced them along with a new 
company slogan “Its a whole new 
feeling!” 

Still available in 250, 400 and 450cc 
displacements, the new Maicos have 
gotten away from their “classic” look, 
with the “coffin-style” tank. The motor- 
cycles are still virtually all red, and they 
still have a distinctive European styling. 
Very few components have been 
retained from earlier Maico models, and 
most of those are relatively insignifi- 
cant. Listed as hold-overs are Magura 
controls, unbreakable plastic Falk 
fenders, Metzler tires and that red, red 
color. 

Besides a lengthy list of changes and 
improvements, the new machines have 
also been issued a name. The new 
Maicos are now called Magnums. 

The 250cc Magnum has received the 
long expected light grand prix crank- 
shaft, new carburetion, Hans Maisch 
cylinder porting and a new one plug 
head. The famous Maico powerband 
has been retained, but the machine is 


Governor Rhodes emphasized, 
however, that ‘‘at no time did Honda 
ask us to offer anything other than 
information that aided them in their 
study of Ohio as a location for the new 
facility.” 

Mr. Kawashima said Honda will soon 
establish a new company to operate 
the assembly and manufacturing plant 





Maico’s all new 250cc Magnum. 400 and 
450cc versions look almost identical. 


six pounds lighter. 

The 400cc version has gotten a 
healthy dose of torque and horsepower. 
The increased performance stems from 
a modified cylinder, as well as from a 
newly designed and high performance 
upswept exhaust pipe. ; 

The most powerful Magnum, the 
awesome 450 has also gotten a shot of 
torque and horsepower, basically 
through the same improvements des- 
cribed as for the 400. ; 

Highlights of all three models include 
10 inches of travel front and rear 
(air/ spring forks up front, Corte Cosso 
gas shocks on the rear), lower center of 
gravity but more ground clearance, 
relocation of the countershaft sprocket 
to place it right next to the swingarm 
pivot (which doubles as the rear engine 
mount) to eliminate the need for a chain 
tensioner and to improve handling and 
traction. There are a number of other 
features which we think will insure that 
Maico keeps up its enviable reputation 
as THE bike for the serious privateer 
rider. Look for a new Maico test in the 
next couple of months. 





in Union County, tentatively called 
Honda of America Mfg., Inc., with an 
initial capitalization of 20 million 
dollars. It will take the form of a joint 
venture between Honda Motor Co., 
Ltd., and its U.S. sales subsidiary, 
American Honda Motor Co., Inc., 
of Gardena, California. È i 
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- By Mike Nicks 


hether or not any of the 

Japanese factories bring 

out a genuine production 

four-stroke motocross 
bike in 1978 or 1979, the thumper revival 
is no longer mere speculation—it’s a fact. 
Bengt Aberg’s ninth place in the 500cc 
world standings, assisted by his magni- 
ficent win in the 1977 Luxembourg GP, 
was the proof that was needed of 
four-stroke competitiveness. And that 
was not all. John Banks finished only just 
outside the top ten on the works CCM. 
The enthusiasm fired by all this 
big-banger activity has allowed CCM 
boss Alan Clews to move into larger and 
more modern premises, with an in- 
creased production capacity of 350 to 400 
bikes a year. 

But what does the would-be thumper 
rider do if he wants to join the swing 
but also wants to use Japanese power? 
In Europe, the CCM—with its engine 
evolved from the old BSA B50 unit—has 
been the only choice for some time... 
until the arrival of Eric Cheney, that is. 

In fact, re-entry would be a better 
word than arrival, for Cheney has never 
really been away. He's spent a lifetime 
in motocross and other off-road sports 
on various levels—as rider, tuner, 
entrant, and more recently, specialist 
frame manufacturer and consultant. 

Cheney is now 52 and can turn 
out a store of memories and anecdotes 
that will keep a younger bike freak 
fascinated for hours. But one of the 
secrets of his success—Cheney products 
have become a byword for quality in 
the off-road world—is that he declines 
to sink into nostalgia or criticism of the 
present-day scene. Instead he relies 
on adaptability and constant up-dating 
to keep his designs competitive. 

What Cheney now offers Europe 
is a range of frame kits to accept the 
three four-stroke engines most suitable 
for motocross: the archetypal BSA/ 
CCM unit, the Yamaha XT500 
(or TTSOO) mill, and the four-valve 
XL350 Honda, pumped out to 450cc. 
This is quick work: along with Torsten 
Hallman’s chassis for the Yamaha now 
being offered in America, Cheney has 
almost certainly scored a world ‘‘first”’ 
in getting his XT500 frame kit on the 
market. And, taking advantage of the 
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XL Honda's much shorter engine 
height, his chassis for that model is 
even a cantilever design. Cheney is 
the kind of engineer who makes the 
off-road scene a more fascinating place 
for the competitor and the spectator. 

Cheney's small, scattered outfit 
based around Fleet, Hampshire, in 
southern England, has been making 
about 25 to 30 frame kits a month this 
past season. ‘‘France is my best 
customer for the Honda frames and 
engines,"’ he says. ‘‘They come over 
every three months and take a batch of 
2S. In Sweden, Chris Hammargren 
(the ex-Husky and Kawasaki rider, now 
retired from the GP scene) has got 
plenty of orders for the XT500 frames, 
and I also sell to places as far afield 
as Australia and Finland.”’ 

Ironically, the UK in not a big market 
for Cheney, and neither is the U.S., 








In his workshop in Fleet, Hants, 
Cheney works on one of a batch of 
XT500 kits for the Swedish market. 


despite the immense personal contracts 
he's built up there over the years. 
The growing number of companies in 
the States now making specialist 
components for the off-road market 
has made it more difficult for imported 
products to gain entry, although with 
his existing level of business, Cheney 
is not concerned about the absence of 
U.S. orders. 

For one thing, Cheney has no 
grandiose plans for expansion. His 
modes of operation are similar to the 
thinking of the famous British econo- 
mist, Dr. E.F. Schumacher, who wrote 
the trend-setting book, ‘‘Small is 
Beautiful." “I want to make a good 





product and keep it good on a small 
scale,"’ says Cheney, who's already 
burnt his fingers in one expansion plan. 

He became involved in a project by 
the British importer of one of the 
Spanish brands to build cantilever 
frames for the factory’s trials bikes. 
The projected deal would have had 
Cheney turning out 100 frames a month, 
and he built his workforce up to 15 men 
in anticipation of the order going ahead. 
But the arrangement collapsed, and 
Cheney was left with financial problems 
and a sour taste in his mouth. Ironically, 
the cantilever frame he built in 1975 
was still scoring world championship 
points this past trials season, but after 
the liasco, he took six months away 
from frame jigs just to think. 

then he decided to return on a 
smaller scale, and with typical inven- 
tiveness, went for the four-stroke 





market, even though he’s never been 
a blinkered traditionalist and has done 
plenty of work with two-strokes. During 
‘77, Cheney had just four people 
working for him spread around several 
locations—a workshop in Fleet, where 
work involving the jigs was based; 
a workshop in his home; a store about 
four miles away; and another work- 
shop on the coast at Bournemouth 
where the frames were taken for 
brazing. By the time this appears in 
print, Cheney will probably be installed 
in a new plant where all operations will 
be centered under one roof—but he’ll 
still manage with only four men. 
Even they work under a self-employed 
arrangement, which saves Cheney the 
tax and paperwork problems that so 
stifle small business in the UK. 
Cheney's current range of frames is 


based on the classic diamond he laid 
down some years ago for the BSA 500cc 
engine. It proved so successful and 
gained such a fine reputation for 
precision steering and handling that it 
needed only minor modifications to 
accept the Honda and Yamaha engines. 
As the XL350 model is not sold in the 
UK, all his Honda engines come from 
contacts in France and the U.S. For his 
450cc conversion, he bores and strokes 
the motor to 86 x 77mm and installs 
a Powroll piston, a component that he 
can't praise highly enough. 

“Of the American companies I’ve 
bought items from, Powroll is the best. 
I've never had the slightest problem 
with their forged pistons,’’ he says. 
A 36mm Amal Concentric carburetor is 
fitted to the Cheney Honda, and the 
cylinder head is cleaned up. But the 
valves and the camshaft remain 
standard. ‘‘In that form it's got enough 
performance to satisfy most riders. I 
really think Honda should bring out 
their own production XL450 moto- 
crosser. With the four-valve head, it’s 
a beautiful motor, compact and com- 
petitive in weight with two-stroke moto- 
cross engines. It weighs about 75 
pounds, and that's about 20 pounds less 
than the XTSO0 unit.” 

Again proving his swift versatility, 
Cheney produced his first cantilever 
frame for Honda-power in 1974—only 
a year after Yamaha debuted their 
cantilever motocross bike and won the 
250cc world championship with it 
courtesy of Hakan Andersson. How- 
ever, problems with heat build-up 
forced him to discontinue the original 
design, even though he tried several 
brands of shock absorber, including 
Bielstein, Koni and gas Girlings. The 
new chassis solves the heat problem by 
the neat use of a one-quart oil cooling 
tank through which the lubricant is 
circulated by the action of the sus- 
pension unit. 

Cheney was encouraged to make the 
XTS00 chassis by a customer who 
delivered two engines to him as recently 
as the end of June. He modified one of 
his frames for the BSO unit until the 
hefty Yamaha engine dropped in. Then 
he produced tailor-made replicas. 
However, a problem also reared its 
head on this job when it was found that 
the chunky power characteristics of 
the Yamaha resulted in frame 
breakages around the swinging arm 
mounts. This was cured by locating the 
swing-arm area in gusseting plates 
and going to needle roller-bearings. 

All Cheney frames are formed of 
Reynolds 531 tubing, a material beloved 
by countless English motorcycle 
chassis builders. Using 17-gauge 
tubing, the down tube is 1 3/4 inches 
in diameter, and the swinging arm is 
1 3/8 inches. For the Honda and BSA 
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e have all taken care of 
bikes. We have all sat 
up cold nights wiping 
their runny carbs, 
holding their throttles, laying wet rags 
across feverish heads. There isn’t 
one of us who has not made the ultimate 
sacrifice for an ill bike: missing prime 
time tv. 

We've lavished care on them. Put 
hard-earned bucks (are there any other 
kind?) out to buy them a little present. 
Or worked overtime to pay for an 
emergency operation. 

And what about the initial outlay? 
What would have happened to that 
RM 250 if you hadn’t scraped up the 
bucks to get it out of the orphanage? 
Some turkey would have bought it, 
sawed the minimal silencer off the pipe, 
and rode it—rusted chain and all—up 
and down hills every Saturday. 

Think of the hours gone into a bike’s 
break-in, into the training it needs to 
learn how to go around a corner the 
way you do, into the washes and 
polishings, and into the tours its had 
of the countryside in the back of a truck. 

So we all have taken care of bikes, 
but how many have owned bikes that 
took care of you? 





I, for one, have. 

And not just one bike either. I’ve 
owned a couple that really took care 
of me. 

Now don’t think I’m getting really 
romantic and ascribing all sorts of 
emotions to an inanimate object. That’s 
a pathetic fallacy. I just mean that 
sometimes the characteristics of a 
bike were all in the right directions 
so that the machine took care of me. 
Sometimes, even when I didn’t know 
what was best for me, the bike did. 

I think I’ve been luckier than most. 
I've actually had three bikes at different 
times in my life that have been so 
right for me that they took care of me 
completely. 

The first of these, coincidently, 
was the first bike I ever had for more 
than an afternoon. It was a 100cc 
Kawasaki. One of those 2-stroke 
things with the multiple gearbox. 
There were ten speeds altogether. 
I don't remember how you had to 
engage the different sets of gears, 
a lever on the cases, I think. In any case, 
it had ten speeds: not one of which 
let the bike go fast enough to get me 
into trouble. 

Continued on page 61 
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The latest piece of insanity from Team 
Bengt Phorks’ Dennis McKiernan. 


YOURE ALL 
CRAZY... 





By D.L. McKiernan 
Hey! Did you ever ride an eastern 
enduro? Or even a western enduro? As 
you know, enduros are my bag, but I 


can dig other forms of bike events. Of 


course, I'm too ancient for many kinds 
of rides—MX, speedway, flattrackin’, 
and so on—but I can dig it. You see, one 


of the things I like about all forms of 


bikin’ is the spectrum of crazies I get to 
meet: not ‘‘serious’’ crazies, but 
‘funny’ crazies. 

Now one thing nice about enduros ts 
that the range of ages of the riders goes 


from 14 or 15 all the way up into the 50s 


or 60s. (Compared to some of the other 
Senior-class riders, I’m just a kid.) 
Anyway, with that much appeal to all 


ages a typical enduro crowd consists of 


200-400 riders, and there are twice that 
many other people making up the 
cadres of pit-crew troops, club officials, 


family, spectators, etc. With that many 


people, if you take the time to just 
stop, look, and listen, you'll witness lots 
of funny things that happen. 

The following ‘‘opus humor'’ speaks 
to that point. I hope you like it. 
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eople who participate in 

motorcycle events are just 

plain bonkers; that is to say, 

they are coo-coo, gah-gah, 
nuts, looney. You don’t believe me? 
Hah! Just go to a bike meet and see for 
yourself. Now if you do go, don’t go 
as a competitor, or as a member of a 
crew, or as an official...hell no! 
‘cause if you do, you'll be like another 
inmate in an asylum, you won’t be able 
to see the craziness because you'll 
be a part of it. Instead, go as a spec- 
tator, and just walk around and watch 
and listen. You'll discover that walkin’ 
through the grounds and pits is sort of 
like clicking through a bunch of TV 
channels and random-sampling nutty 
programs. Take for instance a typical 
Ohio enduro: 


CLICK! 


Okay, bike, Z know you're alive, and 
real, and can hear and understand me. 
Now I did real good prepping you for 
today. Well, in addition to the usual 
stuff, I decarboned your head and pis- 
ton crown, gotcha a new plug, and just 
tickled your Bing with the best pre-mix 
money can buy. So, please, please, 
baby, start on the first kick. Okay? .. . 


(kick)... Well, ya didn’t start on one. 
How about two?... (kick)... Not 
two? Okay... (KCh) zar Mees sr 
(kick) . . . Four. Come on, sweetheart 
ara a (KICK) a Fave “(puff, ‘(puff)’... 
(Rieky os 

CLICK! 


Seriously, kid, the reason that my leg 
is in a cast is because I tripped over my 
cape as I leapt out of the phone booth 


CLICK! 


Duct tape? Duct tape? Do you see any 
ducts around here? No? Well, since 
there ain't no ducts anywhere in sight, 
this silver-grey stuff can’t be duct tape. 
Look, I’m putting it on my gas-tank to 
stop the leak . . . so, you see, it’s gas- 


tank tape! Now I’ll throw it into my ditty 
bag. Pretty soon I’m gonna reach into 
the bag and get out somma that silver- 
grey boot tape and tape the tops of my 
boots to waterproof ’em. Later, I'll 
use some silver-grey route-sheet tape 
and fix my route sheet in the holder. 
Then I’m gonna use some of that 
silver-grey helmet tape and... 


CLICK! 
(Kick)... 23, You S.O.B!... 
(kick)... (kick)... 24, Damn!.:. 


(kick) . . . 25, mother... 


CLICK! 


Lemme see now: There was $10 for 
the van fuel, plus $3 for the can of hi- 
test, plus $1 for the pre-mix oil; the food 
cost $9 and the beer $13; now you want 
$12 for the AMA fee, plus $2 for the 
District 11 fee, plus $7 for the entry 
fee; that all adds up to... hmmm... 
say, willya take the mortgage to my 
house? ... 


CLICK! 


Okay, gang, listen up! Key time is 
just 30 minutes away, and there’s some 
announcements I need to... what 
the? .. . Hey Homer . . . get out there 
and stop that guy from screaming and 
trying to kick-start his bike so we can 
finish this riders’ meeting. . . that’s 
it... well, use your head, he won’t 
keep screamin’ if ya cover his mouth 
with some of that silver-grey mouth 
tape... Okay! Okay, buddy, we’ll 
take the silver-grey wrist tape off after 
the riders’ meeting is over. Now, where 
was I? Oh, yeah. Lissen, somebody last 
year kilt 13 of Homer, here’s, chickens. 
So slow down when you go through the 
barn. And keep outta the hayloft. 
Another thing, this year we’re gonna go 
through the nudist camp again, and we 
don’t want any more high-speed 
crashes ’cause you ain’t lookin’ where 
you’re goin’. So, if you’re gonna look, 
go slow, but remember, it’s real easy to 
go outta your hour spectatin’, so watch 
your clock. Now there are a couple of 
changes in the route sheet: Turn 35 is 
a left turn instead of a right, and the 
next four turns are opposite to what is 
on the sheet ... R,R,L, and R instead 
of L,L,R, and L, and the time is off by 
15 seconds through turn 70 and there is 
a 20-minute reset at... 


CLICK! 


I hate to tell you four guys this on 
your very first enduro, but ya see, as 
rider 142 you shudda been the first rider 
in row 42; and as riders 242, 342, and 
442, you other three guys should have 
been the second, third, and fourth 
riders in row 42. Since the rows start 
one minute apart, you guys in row 42 
were supposed to start 42 minutes after 
key time. Now, according to my official 


starter’s watch, you guys are more than 
61 minutes late right here at the starting 
line, so I gotta disqualify you... 
no, you can’t get your money back... 
there, there now, 442, there’s no need 
tocry... 


CLICK! 


(Kick)... Aaarrrghhh! 352... 
(kick) .. . Eeeyyaagghhh! 353 sob 
. . . (kick) . . . Gggaahhh! 354 (froth) 


CLICK! 


Okay! Here at the first gas stop, if 
we got the time we'll lube and adjust his 
chain, give him some Gatorade, and 
refill his gas tank. Let’s check the stuff 
we need to do it. Chain lube... 


check! ... 13mm wrenches... 
check! ... Gatorade . . . check! 
... gasoline... gasoline... 


whadda ya mean, what gasoline? It 
was Sittin’ right there by the pump 
when we filled it at the station back 
home... right there by the... Oh 
shit... 


CLICK! 


Hey, yeah. clean my goggles. Boy! 
You should have seen it. Some gal, 
foaming at the mouth and screaming 
obscenities darted out from behind a 
tree and started throwing jagged rocks 
at that PE rider. She damn near hit me. 
Wonder what it was all about? Wow! 
It was close. Okay. Gotta blast. Thanks! 
(Brrrraappp-shift-brraapp-shift . . .) 


CLICK! 


One side! One side, you sonofabitch, 
you been blocking me too long. Hey, 
alright. That’s the way. Pull over like a 
good guy and let me by... At last 
I’m by that turkey, now I can really fly. 
Just honk it on... Oops! .. . (Slither, 
slip, ka-rash, crumple, slam, thud.) 
Damn mud! Crashed again. Gotta pick 
it up. Now restart. Now fly! Oh crap! 
That turkey is back in front for the 
eighth friggin’ time. One side! One 
side! ... 


CLICK! 


Whadda ya mean, I’m outta my hour 
here at the final check, I was lost I tell 
ya, LOST. Tha fact that I found the last 
check at all should count for some- 
thing... 


CLICK! 


Boy, am I glad that run is over! Hey, 
didja see the crazy lady throwing rocks 
at the PE rider? She popped up at four 
different places, screaming, cursing, 
throwing. Tried to jam his spokes with a 
log. It got so that at every gully, tight 
spot, or bottleneck I expected another 
ambush. Vietnam was a little like 
that... 


CLICK! 


You'll never believe this, but anyway 
you remember that the second gas stop 
was on Duck Run, a one-and-a-half- 


‘lane dirt trail leading to Three Farms off 


of Wild Creek Road, not even major- 
enough to be graded twice a year. 
Well, anyway, this out-of-state wife/pit- 
crew flagged me down and asked me 
how to get there. When I asked her for 
her map to show her, she, honest-to- 
god, handed me a ten-inch globe of the 
world... . 


CLICK! 


I negotiated the steep downhill in my 
usual, classical fashion, such that when 
I reached the bottom I swear I was no 
more than 20 feet away from my 
bike... 


CLICK! 


As I came roaring up to the third gas 
stop, there was my van lying on its side 
in the ditch. Well, I tell ya, I damn near 
panicked! But I needn’t have, ’cause 
the little woman had set the gas can and 
cooler on the berm and waited for 
me... Crying? . . . I didn’t notice, ya 
see, I was three minutes down and in a 
hurry to get away from the stop... 
Did she get out of the ditch? . . . Come 
to think of it I haven’t noticed. You see, 
I've been protesting the last check. 
Those dummies are at least 20 seconds 
off and a tenth ofa mile toofar... 


CLICK! 


So, there I was, saving up for her 
ring; in fact I withdrew the money from 
the account and was onthe way to get it 
when I saw this neat-o Suzuki PE. 
Well when I showed up at her house 
riding her engagement ring, something 
snapped, and she’s been lurking around 
in the woods every enduro Sunday, 
throwing rocks, screaming .. . 


CLICK! 


Okay. It’s all over. Let’s go home. 
Jeeze! That eighth-place  trophy’ll 
fit nicely on my wife’s charm brace- 
letat 


CLICK! 
(Kick)... 941 (Wahhh!) .. . (kick) 


.. . 942 (Mmmaahh!) . . . (kick) 
... (kick) . . . 943 (sob, sniff, snub) 
.. (kick... b-bonk...bonk... 
bonk-bonk . . . b-b-bonk-bonk ... 
buh-brap ... bbrrraaap... 
brrrawww, brrinngg, brrrinnngahhh, 


brringahhh, bring—a—ding—ding— 
ding—ding) . . . Hot ziggity! Baby, I 
knew you wouldn’t let me down. We’re 
gonna blow their doors off! Now 
where’s that damn startin’ line? Hey 
... Whatthe?...it’sdark... 


CLICK! #: 
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nlike most  ‘‘accessory’’ 
items, it’s probably pretty 
safe to assume that your 
motorcycle is already equip- 

ped with a carburetor, right? 
Why, then, would somebody try and 


interest you in an  ‘‘accessory’’ 
carburetor? 
Why build a better mousetrap, 


Basically, the Lectron is a slide 
type carburetor, just like the Mikuni, 
Amal, and so on. The difference is that 
those other carbs utilize a pilot air 
screw, pilot jet, and needle jet, jet 
needle and main jet. They all work 
together to provide the right combina- 
tion of fuel and air to the combustion 
chamber. 


It’s as simple as that. Although we’ll 
get into it in a little more detail shortly, 
basically you tune, or set-up, the 
Lectron by rotating it until you get just 
the lean/rich adjustment you want. 
You eliminate the ‘‘conventional’’ jets 
and needles. 

Therein lies the beauty of the Lectron 
carburetor. Once you know how to 


LECTRON CARBURETOR 





The Lectron by itself. The factory 
suggested using a 36mm carb for our 
PE250. Note clear plastic float bowl. 
One sidelight to the Lectron installation 
on our Suzook. . .We got rid of the 
awkward right side choke device and 
gained a flip up (and down) lever, on 
the left side where it belongs. 


A better mousetrap? 





somebody once said. 

Enter the Lectron ‘‘accessory”’ 
carburetor. The basic Lectron design, 
using a fuel metering rod rather than 
a series of jets, has been with us for 
awhile, under a variety of names. The 
system has always worked pretty well, 
but was an absolute bear to get ‘dialled 
in’’. Lectron has solved those problems. 
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The Lectron has only one mixing 
circuit, a special slide needle called 
a fuel metering rod. This highly preci- 
sion tapered device attaches to the 
bottom of the slide and works in direct 
proportion to the twist of the throttle. 

When you open the throttle, the 
slide lifts to let in more air and the 
metering rod lifts to let in more gas. 


By Tom Beesley 


set the thing up, all you have to carry 
is a couple of different sized metering 
rods, instead of a whole handful of jets. 
Much simpler to work on and change 
“jetting” on the Lectron. 

The fuel metering rod sits in a hole 
that goes straight to the fuel-float 
float chamber. The special taper of 
the rod, and its position in that hole, 





The Lectron all properly installed in 
our test-bed, faithful, trusty, Suzuki 
PE250 enduro bike. Section of inner 
tube over the air box boot is just an 
extra tight seal around the venturi 

of the carburetor, since we and our 

local auto parts store only had this 

huge hose clamp. Also, we straightened 
out the kink in the throttle cable before 
we went riding. 


determines the amount of fuel flow for 
a given slide position. Wick the throttle 
wide open and you yank the rod right 
up tc the top of the passage and thence 
into the combustion chamber. Got that? 
By adjusting the position (height) 
of the metering rod in the bottom of 
the slide, the fuel/air mixture is varied 
across the entire engine RPM range. 
Getting more precise for varying 
conditions, like altitude, different 
climate, etc., you change metering rods 
(with different taper and size) to tailor 
the overall performance, or get maxi- 
mum performance at any point in the 
RPM range. By varying metering rod 
sizes and positions, one can obtain the 
most critical carburetion adjustments. 
Since we've been seeing Lectron 
carburetors on a growing number of 
high performance motorcycles, such as 
Kenny Roberts’ flattrackers and the 
Penton Brothers’ ISDT machines, we 
decided to see about putting one on our 
test-bed Suzuki PE-250 enduro bike and 
see what happened. 
The Lectron company set up with 
a 36mm carb and a couple of different 
size metering rods. The gave us a 
set of detailed installation instructions 
and let us go at it. It took us about 
15 minutes to have the carburetor 
installed on the PE250, and another 
several minutes to ‘‘dial it in’. We 
had everything together and ready 
to go to the desert in less than an hour. 
And all, surprisingly, with only the 
bare minimum of fumbling, dropping 
and cussin’. We’d have been finished 
sooner than that, but dialling the 
carburetor involves riding the motor- 
cycle, obviously. f 
The preceeding paragraph ‘‘merely’’ 
proves that there ain’t all that much 





The secret to the Lectron is the 
slide/fuel metering rod. The rod is 
tapered, giving a varying flow of gas 
out of the float chamber into the 
venturi, where the slide lets in an 
accompanying dose of air, and the 
whole mixture rolls merrily into the 
combustion chamber. 


to installing a Lectron, if we can do it 
that easily. 

The stock throttle cable slides right 
into place in the unique Lectron 
‘‘guillotine’’ slide, and adjusts at the 
top of the carb just like the stock 
Mikuni. The carb also fits right into the 
stock adaptor on the cylinder. The 
rubber boot between the carb and the 
airbox fits but you have to stretch it over 
the larger Lectron velocity stack. 
You also have to use a larger hose 
clamp on that end of the carb. 

Selection of a Lectron is very simple. 
You should get one about one size 
(2mm) larger than the stock one. The 
only other thing you need be concerned 
about then is getting the right size fuel 
metering rod. 

Rather than give you an “‘instant 
replay’’ of the thorough Lectron in- 
stallation instructions, let’s just give 
you a brief run-down on ‘‘dial in” 
instructions. 

First, once you’ve gotten the carbure- 
tor installed and have determined that 
twisting the throttle does indeed make 
the slide go up and down, start the 
engine and let it warm up to operating 
temperature. Hopefully, the engine will 
idle with the new carb, but some 
adjustment will probably be required, 
to get everything completely smooth. 

To adjust the fuel metering rod, you 
have to remove the top of the carbure- 
tor, pull out the cable and slide 
assembly, loosen the set screw holding 
the metering rod, and turn the rod in 
the appropriate direction. You turn it 
IN (clockwise) to richen the mixture and 
OUT (counter-clockwise) to lean it out. 

Once you’ve got the proper idle, 
you're ready to make a full throttle run. 
Key to this is reading the spark plug. 
While running at high rpm, pull in 
the clutch and hit the kill button at the 
same time. This will enable the plug 
to accurately reflect a high rpm running 
condition. If it’s whitish looking, you’re 
set too lean. Black and oily looking and 
you're too rich. In either case, a meter- 





The whole slide, cable set-up ready 

to bolt into the Lectron. Stock throttle 
cable fits right into the notch in the slide 
(in fact, it’s a lot simpler to install a 
throttle cable in the Lectron than the 
stock Mikuni). 


ing rod change is called for. You should 
also make mid-throttle-range runs. 

It isn’t complicated, and you can 
obtain really accurate carburetion 
traits and characteristics. Not to men- 
tion an increase in throttle response 
all the way through the power band of 
the engine. 

Our test Suzuki really benefited 
from the Lectron installation. Right off 
the bat, the first improvement we 
notice is that for the first time, the bike 
now starts on the very first kick. After 
that, it’s all uphill. Initial throttle 
response is improved, with the bike 


much smoother and faster off the > 


starting line. As far as top end speed 
and power, it’s hard to say, but the 
Lectron is definitely smoother. We 
haven’t put the bike on a dyno to 


_ determine what effect has been made 


on the powerband, or the total amount 
of horsepower. 

The final line is that a lot of people 
will be very happy with a Lectron 
carburetor installation on their bike, 
be it racer or trail bike. The carburetor 
is easier to understand, easier to alter, 
easier to maintain, than anything else. 

On the other hand, some guys 
have spent a lot of years getting inti- 
mate with their Mikunis, so those 
guys definitely won’t understand 
what all the fuss is about. Those guys 
would probably be uncomfortable 
without a tool box full of varying 
size carburetor jets. 

Personally, we like the performance 
we've picked up with the Lectron, and 
that’s just about all we can say in its 
behalf. Need we say more, though? g 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 
vew vzio0e MIOTORCYCLE 


NEW YZ100E 


doesn’t it? Only visible differ- 
ences between the YZ100E and 
the new bigger models is the 
swingarm (its boxed section 
aluminum on the bigger bikes) 
and of course the 100 decal on 
; the side cover. 


















ntil recently, it was a pretty sig- 
nificant jump for the growing 

motocross racer to transition 

from minicycles to full-sized 
bikes. The biggest problem was often a 
physical one: A kid would grow too big for 
the minis, yet still be too short or small for 
a tall, full-sized machine. 

One solution was available only to the 
very serious or affluent racer. Specially 
built 100s, in cut down frames, were ideal 
for the intermediate-sized rider. 

* The other solution is the one we’re 
gonna talk about here. It’s the new 
Yamaha YZ100E racer, which is sized 
just perfectly for the average 100cc ‘“‘mini 
to big bike” transitional racer. This bike 
is somewhat larger than the mini YZ80, 
but also somewhat smaller than the full- 
Plastic tank, comfortable seat, lower 
height, powerful engine, six-speed 
gearbox, reed valve induction... All 
make the YZ100E a formidable racing 
motorcycle. 
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YAMAHA 
YZ100E 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 
ENGINE 


Engine type 

Bore and stroke,mm 
Displacement 
Horsepower/rpm (claimed) 
Torque/rpm (claimed) 
Compression ratio 

Air filtration 

Carburetion 

Lubrication 

Ignition 


DRIVE TRAIN 


6-speed, constant mesh 
Wet, multi-plate 


Transmission 
Clutch type 


CHASSIS 


Split downtube, 
monoshock 


Chassis type 


Overall length, in 

Seat height, in 

Ground clearance, in 

Wheelbase rs inisin< cic cise aaan eies vo 53.7 
Weight as tested, Ibs 

Tires, front 


NUMERICAL EVALUATION 


Acceleration 
Transmission 

(5) Ratios 

(5) Operation 
Suspension 

(5) Front 

(5) Rear 

Brakes 

(5) Front 

GRBA we hate nae ee. weet ee 5 
General Handling 
Miscellanea 

(5) Starting 

(5) Rider comfort 

(5) Quality of craftsmanship 
(5) Riding maneuverability 
(5) Tires 

(5) Noise level 


100 pts. Overall Rating 
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sized (read that pretty tall, what with 
modern suspensions and frames) YZ125. 
It’s just perfect for that rider who’s just 
transitioning. 

Besides being perfectly sized, the new 
YZ100 is a really good motorcycle. Of 
course, it has Yamaha’s monoshock sus- 
pension, leading axle (but not air) forks 


Forks aren’t air models as on the 125YZ. 
Still they’re effective, strong units. 
2.75x21 front tire is IRC model. 


i 


ee 





and one powerful little engine. 

Our chief test rider was Duane Elliott, 
the Editorial Director’s son. Duane is just 
about perfect for the YZ, and the bike, he 
says, is just about perfect for him. Duane 
is 15, and not long ago he was still 
physically small enough to comfortably 
ride a YZ80. Within another six months 
ora year, he’ll have outgrown the 100 and 
will be tall enough to comfortably and 
easily ride a 125. But for now, he and the 
YZ100 are a perfect combination. 





So perfect, in fact, that in one hard 
riding test session at Indian Dunes, 
Duane led his father a merry chase for lap 
after lap, and Dad Elliott was on a 250! 

Duane got.off the bike raving about it, 
and it looks as though Mr. Elliott is going 
to have to buy him one in the next couple 
of months. That’s a pretty good 
recommendation for a new motorcycle, 
when a test rider gets off and asks where 
he can buy one. 

Don’t misunderstand and think that 


this is strictly a kid’s motorcycle. The 
senior Elliott rode the YZ and liked it; the 
editor rode it and like it and he (the editor) 
ain’t skinny any more. For sure, both 
adults could tell that they were riding a 
smaller sized motorcycle, but the engine 
was powerful enough to still pull the 
excess baggage strongly, suspension 
travel was more than adequate and the 


‘seat was comfortable enough. We just got 


the feeling that we were on a littler-than- 
normal motorcycle. Too easy to get knees 


tangled up under handlebars and things 
like that. The sort of things that happen to 
6’ 7” Gary Bailey on a full-sized bike. 

Another thing about the YZ100. Don’t 
fail to take it seriously, because this is a 
real racing motorcycle. It doesn’t take 
happily to play riding. It likes race tracks, 
lots of throttle and lots of fast action. 
While it isn’t an especially difficult 
motorcycle to ride, it’s still high perfor- 
mance enough that a more skilled rider is 
definitely going to be able to get more out 
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of it and think more of the bike from the 
very beginning. It’s a motorcycle that an 
expert rider can win on, and that the 
beginning rider might find a bit difficult 
at the very first. 

For a 100cc racer, the powerband is 
surprisingly versatile. Most of the nearly 
20 horsepower is way up on top of the 
curve, at a high pitched 11,000 rpm, but 
there’s just enough down low enough to 
make the bike manageable. Other 100cc 
racers we’ve ridden were just about 
impossible at anything less than full 
throttle. 

Fortunately, spacing of the six speed 
gearbox is ideal to keep the engine pulling 
fairly strong in just about any track 
situation. There is just enough low end 
grunt to keep the engine going right in the 
middle of corners, when you could hardly 
have the throttle on full. 





The engine actually displaces 98cc, 
with square bore and stroke dimensions 
of SOxSOmm. Yamaha lists the horse- 
power at 20 at 11,000 rpm, and maximum 


torque at 9.8 ft./lb. at 9500 rpm. 


Compression ratio is 7.2:1. Carburetion is 
via 30mm Mikuni and ignition is nearly 
trouble-free CDI. 

Size-wise, the bike is shorter in height 
than the 125, but not that much different 
in length. The 100 weighs in at 183 
pounds (195 for the 125), is 80.3 inches 
long (81.7 for the 125) and has a wheel- 
base of 53.7 inches (the 125 is 55.1). But 
the 100 has an overall height of only 44.3 
inches and a seat height of 34.1 inches. In 
comparison, the YZ125 is 46.5 inches 
overall and 35 inches to the seat. 

By way of comparison, let’s look at the 
dimensions of the YZ80. That model 
weighs 146 pounds, is 67.1 inches long 
(overall), has a wheelbase of 46.1 inches, 
overall height of 38.4 inches and seat 
height of 27.4 inches. 

Tires and wheels are full sized on the 
YZ100, with a 2.75x21 front and a 
3.50x18 rear. Tires on both ends are IRC. 
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Improved features on the bike (and all 
YZ models) include plastic gas tank 
(capacity 1.3 gallons) and virtually 
unbreakable plastic fenders (all bright 
Yamaha competition yellow, of course). 
Unlike the latest generation 125, 250 and 
400cc YZ models, the 100 does not have a 
chrome-moly frame or boxed aluminum 
swingarm. 

Maybe next year, after Yamaha has 
really surprised themselves by selling 
right out of YZ100E models, they’ll give 
the same attention to the 100cc “‘transi- 
tion” class as they do the rest of the 
models. 

Surprisingly, at the annual Yamaha 
dealer’s convention in New Orleans, the 
YZ100 was one of the most popularly 
received models. Apparently, your local 
Yamaha dealers know more about what 
you want than we do. Even high ranking 






The motorcycle that really brings the 
100cc class to age. Now those riders 
ready to move up from the minicycle 
classes have a really great racer to get 
onto. We venture to say that this will be 
one very successful selling model for 
Yamaha. Hope so anyway. 


officials of Yamaha Motor Corp. USA 
were surprised at the 100’s reception with 
the normally picky, sometimes hard to 
please dealers. 

What it all comes down to is that the 
100cc motocross class has come of age, 
just like the riders who are moving up and 
out of the minicycle classes to compete on 
100s. Suzuki offers a trick RM100, 
Yamaha now has the cream of the crop in 
the E model we’ve been discussing, and 
it’s anybody’s guess where it’s going to 
stop. 

Only one thing is for sure... All you 
guys who are just getting ready to move 
out of the mini classes are reaping the 
benefits. You’ve finally got some down- 
right serious motorcycles to work with. 
Isn’t it going to be fun? 
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resumably, Bob ‘‘Hurri- 

cane” Hannah wanted to 

show his local area fans just 

how good he really is. Pre- 
sumably, he did just that when he liter- 
ally ran away with the 20-lap main 
event of the Supercross Series ending 
Coca-Cola Motocross Finals, under the 
light at Orange County’s Anaheim Sta- 
dium.. 

Normally the home of pro baseball’s 
California Angels, Anaheim Stadium is a 
plush, exciting venue for a motorcycle 
race. And this event was exciting for a 
whole lot of people, as the event was 
almost completely.sold out with 43,094 
fans in the stands. 

Seemed like most of those fans were 
screaming for Bob Hannah, too, as the 
young Yamaha star took over the lead on 
the second of 20 laps and stretched his 
advantage lap by lap, eventually 
finishing. better than 10 seconds over 
runner-up Jim Pomeroy (works Honda). 
Poor Pomeroy capped a Supercross 
season that’s seen him finishing second 
no less than five times in the ten-race 
series. 

Even though Hannah completely 
dominated the Coca-Cola Bottler’s spon- 
sored racing extravangaza, the excite- 
ment was not in the least diminished. He 
was way out front, but he never slacked 
off a rocket-ship pace, until just a couple 
of laps from the finish, when his lap 
times eased off the blistering pace a few 
fractions of a second. Behind Hannah, 
battle royal was taking place. Pomeroy 
had to hold off hard charging advances 
from his teammate, Tommy Croft. Croft 
moved into third on the fifth lap and 


The winner, and still Champ. . . Bob 
Hannah, who merely accented his ’77 
Supercross Series Championships with 
a wire-to-wire win in the Coca-Cola 
Motocross Finals at Anaheim Stadium. 


spent the rest of the race trying to get 
around Pomeroy. Late in the race, Maico 
rider Gaylon Mosier made a bid from 
fourth spot, but couldn’t stick with the 
two Honda riders. 

Marty Smith, 500cc National Cham- 
pion and defending Anaheim Stadium 
winner shot up from seventh to an 
eventual fifth-place finish after dicing 
much of the early going with Suzuki 
team rider Tony DiStefano and privateer 
Danny ‘‘Magoo” Chandler, on a KTM. 

Hannah had long since clinched the 
’77 Supercross Series Championship 
title, but he wanted the Anaheim race, 
the only one besides the Los Angeles 
Coliseum event earlier in the year close 
enough for his legions of fans to attend, 
as icing on his Championship cake. He 
definitely got a little icing. 

Earlier in the day, before the race, 
Hannah had been doing some film work 
for NBC Sports, and had stated with 
confidence that the race would be his. 
Good to see a man true to his word. 
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‘nn once nagona" 





The “Hurricane” started the evening 
off right with a sound win in the first of 
four 10-lap qualifying motos. The 
Supercross Series, remember, runs under 
a different format than most motocross 
events. There are four qualifying heats, 
seating five riders directly into the main 
event. Then there are two semis, with the 
top going to the main. Then there’s a 
15-lap consolation and finally the 20-lap 
main event. 


Two teammates who turned into two 
rivals. Second-place finisher Jim 
Pomeroy leads third place finisher 
Tommy Croft. The two exhanged order 
to finisher 1-2 in their qualifying moto. 


Hannah took over the lead from 
privateer KTM rider Monte McCoy 
about halfway through the third lap, and 
held on for the win. Finishing second, and 
putting in one heck of a ride to doit, was 
Husqvarna’s Chuck Sun. Third went to 
Mike Bell, Hannah’s Yamaha teammate 
who’s been shining in the Trans-AMA 
Support class and who has just clinched 
his second Continental Motorsports Club 
(CMC) Championship. Fourth was Suzu- 
ki’s Danny LaPorte, followed by early 
leader Monte McCoy and Jim Weinert, 
who came back from a crash on the sixth 
lap to transfer to a spot in the semi-final. 

The second heat required a re-start 
when several riders crashed in the first 
turn. Early leader was semi-privateer 
(he’s sponsored by FMF) John Savitski, 
but he lost the lead as well as second 
place to Honda teammates, Tommy 
Croft and Jim Pomeroy. 

The second heat required a re-start 
when several riders crashed in the first 
turn. Leader before the red flag came out 
was privateer John Savitski, on an FMF 
Honda. When the gate dropped the 
second time, surprise leader was new 
member of Team Harley-Davidson, Rich 
Eierstedt. Croft, running in third, passed 
Pomeroy for second on lap three, then 
got around Eierstedt for the lead. Right 
after Pomeroy passed Rich, he dropped 
‘out of the going with mechanical 
problems, and a lot of frustration. 

At the finish, it was Croft in front, 
followed by Pomeroy, then Savitski, 
Texan Steve Wise (Moto-X Fox Suzuki) 
and Maico’s Steve Stackable, in the final 
direct spot from the heat into the 
20-lapper. 

The third heat also required a second 
attempt at the starting gate when it 
dropped unevenly, allowing about half of 
the pack to roar off while the rest were 
confronted by a rigid gate. Kawasaki 
rider Gary Semics crashed on the first 
turn of the start lap and sprained his 
right wrist. Husqvarna rider Carlos 
Serrano crashed while in the lead, 
allowing Marty Smith to take over the 
front spot. 

On lap seven, Marty Tripes (Harley- 
Davidson) and Warren Reid (Honda) 
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Yamaha teamster Mike Bell uses 
extreme body English over a huge 
whoop, but he’s not nearly as radical as 
Pat Moroney, who’s in the process of 
getting off his.motorcycle and sitting 
down. . . Abruptly! 


Fourth place finisher Gaylon Mosier (Maico) 
leads Suzuki’s Tony DiStefano. 
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Marty Moates, doing his calisthentics. 
He’s in trouble if you haven’t figured it 
out already. 








tangled and both went down. Smith hung 
on for the duration and led the way 
home, in front of Jimmy Ellis, former 
factory Can-Am rider, but wearing a 
Kolbe Cycle jersey at Anaheim, Kawa- 
saki’s Terry Clark, H-D’s Rex Staten and 
early leader Serrano, who didn’t spend 
much time on the ground after his crash. 

Gaylon Mosier held up the honor of 
the European machinery (after the three 
Japanese brand wins in the first three 
heats) with the win in the fourth 
qualifier. It was a follow-the-leader race 
once the pack got past the first turn. 
Behind Mosier were, in order, Danny 
“Magoo” Chandler, a privateer KTM 
rider, Yamaha’s 125cc National Cham- 
pion Broc Glover, Tony DiStefano, and 
probably much to his own surprise, 
Englishman Graham Noyce, making one 
of his first starts as a factory Honda 
rider, and his ever first Supercross start. 
Noyce, unlike most visiting European or 
Grand Prix riders, really liked the 
stadium type of racing. 

After the qualifying heats came a pair 
of 10-lap semi-finals, to give riders not 
progressing out of the heats another shot 
at making the main event. 

Last year’s Supercross Series Cham- 
pion, Jimmy Weinert, still carrying the 
series Number One on the front of his 
works Kawasaki, took the win in the first 
race, with Husqvarna rider Kent 
Howerton (his last ride for the Swedish 
brand) coming up from behind to take 
second. That was a very good motorcycle 
race! 





The second semi saw Marty Tripes and 
Warren Reid resume the battle they’d 
both been involved in when they crashed 
in heat race number three, with Tripes 
getting the nod in the semi, and Reid 
taking the last open slot in the main 
event starting lineup. 

Riders not qualifying for the main 
event got a chance at some cash and 
fame in a 15-lap consolation event. Most 
illustrious names in the line for the consi 
were Team Yamaha mates Pierre Kars- 
makers and Rick Burgett, but neither 
accomplished much in the event. Burgett 
dropped out with a broken chain while 
running in third, and Karsmakers 
stopped with mechanical ills while 
leading the race. 

Privateer Yamaha rider Arlo Englund, 
riding a stock YZ2S0D took the win and 
saved face for Yamaha. Second went to 
private Husky rider Charles Halcom, 
followed by Marty Moates, former Ossa 
rider now on a Husky. 

As we’ve indicated, Bob Hannah was 
far and away the pre-race favorite for the 
season final race, the 20-lap main event. 
He’d said in public that he was going to 
win, and win he did, leading all but the 
first half of the first lap, and taking the 
win by more than 10 seconds (that’s quite 
a bit on a short, tight track like a 
stadium course) over Honda teammates 
Jim Pomeroy and Tommy Croft, who had 
a righteous battle for the runner-up 
spots. 

Fourth went to Maico’s Gaylon 
Mosier, followed by Marty Smith, who 
stayed in the top results after stalling his 
engine and losing a few notches on lap 
10. 

One of the most brilliant efforts was by 
Jim Weinert, who crashed on the second 
lap and got back in the race in dead last 
position. Riding as well as he ever has, 
the “Jammer” caught back up with the 
pack and made his way back up to finish 
eighth. 

Danny LaPorte, who'd crashed during 
practice trying to clear four consecutive 
jumps, did a spectacular endo halfway 
through the race (nearly taking out PC’s 
Photo Director Steve Reyes in the 
process) and remounted but was so dazed 
and sore that he just cruised around in 
last place, trying to stay out of 
everybody’s way. 


Concentration . . . Name of the game in 
stadium racing. Husqvarna’s Chuck 
Sun holds a slim lead over Yamaha’s 
Broc Glover. 

Hannah finished up the series 46 
points ahead of runner-up Pomeroy, with 
a final points margin of 217 to 171. 
Gaylon Mosier was third overall, with 
130 points, followed by Jimmy Ellis with 
122 and Marty Smith with 117. 

Hannah had been most convincing in 
the series, winning six races, then picking 
up a second, two thirds and a seventh, 
out of the ten events. Not a bad score 
at all! È 


3 
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Honda’s NC-50 is ideal local transpor- 
tation for the non-motorcycling rider. 
Bear in mind, though, that this ISN’T a 
moped, so you have to havea 
motorcycle operator’s license to ride it. 














“It's so cute!” 





ust in case you haven’t noticed 
lately, urban transportation has 
become virtually “infested” with 
two-wheeled devices. Most of 
them have pedals. Some of those that have 
pedals also have engines. They’re called 
mopeds. 

Were not going to tell you about a 
moped here, but it’s pretty doggone close. 

This is the Honda Express, which 
doesn’t qualify as a moped because it 
doesn’t have pedals. That makes it a 
motorcycle. Now the implications of that 
statement are fairly significant. Here in 
California, you needn’t have a motor- 
cycle operator’s license to ride a moped. 
You do have to have one to ride an 
Express, though. 

Honda started this new campaign to 
get non-motorcycling people onto two 
wheels. Hence the Express ‘‘motorcycle.”’ 
And the automatic transmission 400cc 
Hawk, but that comes in a few more 
issues. 

We figured that we’d apply the 
Express to the purpose for which Honda 
built it, so we turned Susie Wolhowe, 
PCs Editorial Assistant, loose on the 
machine for a few days. Susie lives about 
15 blocks from the office; too far to walk, 
but close enough to make dragging the 
car out every morning something of a 
hassle. Susie was perfect for the Express. 
With about 20 seconds explanation and 
teaching about two-wheelers, she was off 
around the parking lot, and shortly after, 
down the street on her way home. 

She’s wanted to try a moped (or similar 
machine) for some time, and had started 
to buy one several times. She was glad for 
the chance to try the machine and did 
feel that it was ideal for her purposes. 
She’ll probably end up with one in the 
near future. 

While the Express was perfect for Ms. 
Wolhowe’s use, we do feel that that’s 
about the limit for the machine. Riding it 
much further, or harder than that gets to 
be a big drag in a hurry. 

This motorcycle is perfect for a 
leisurely cruise down the street to the 
office, school, store, beach or tennis 
courts. It isn’t good for much else. 

Maximum speed is only about 30, so 
you wouldn’t want to go for a cruise in 
the country on it. Since it’s not legally a 
moped, you can’t legally use bicycle 
trails, so you must stay on the streets. 

With little tires and very little suspen- 
sion, the Express isn’t exactly a road 
racer. It’s a good thing that the machine 
will only run 30 mph, because that’s 
about as fast as you could safely go. 

Engine is a 49cc two-stroke single 
cylinder with an automatic clutch and 
single-speed transmission. What that 
means is that once you get the machine 
started, all you do is turn on the throttle 





a 


(in the same position as a “conventional” 
motorcycle, on the right handlebar) and 
off you go. There’s hardly anything 
complicated about that, right? 

Starting the Express is fun! Rather 
than pedal it off, you wind up a spring in 
the motor with a pedal on the left, side. 
When the spring is wound up (and the 
pedal won’t depress any more),-you just 
pull on the rear brake lever (in the 
position of a clutch lever on most motor- 
cycles) and the engine roars into life. 

Well, not exactly roar. In fact, the 
Express is so quiet.that you can hardly 
hear it running at all. At full tilt, there is 
a lot more engine noise, but under 
normal running conditions, there isn’t 
enough noise to offend anybody. . 

As low-cost (less than $300) transpor- 
tation, the Honda Express is ideal. The 
gas tank holds two liters and the machine 
gets up to 100 miles per gallon! Any way 
you figure it, that’s economical. It sure is 
fun to roll into a gas station and ask the 
attendant to fill you up for a quarter’s 
worth of unleaded. ` 


As far as we can tell, the Express is as - 


trouble-free as a mechanical device- can 
be. We've put almost 200 miles on it so 
fat, and that’s a lot of trips down to the 
library or to the post office on Saturday 
morning. To say that we haven’t had one 
spot of trouble is an understatement, 
since the little machine has been run at 
absolute full speed everywhere it goes 
and still doesn’t complain in the least. 

Backing up a little, we have to tell you 
that Susie’s first comment on seeing the 
Express was something along the lines of 
“Oh how cute. And what a pretty color.” 
While we weren’t exactly in love with the 
color (it’s bright, bright lime green) we do 
concede that Susie probably has much 
better taste in such things than the 
editor, who admits to thinking that duct 
tape is a nice shade of gray. 
_ We don’t want to give you a bad 
impression of the Express, because it’s an 
impossible little machine to hate. The 
closest thing toa mental problem we had 
was that we subconsciously kept wanting 
the machine to do something it was 
incapable of. We kept wanting it to 
handle, and to go fast, and that’s putting 
the bike into a category for which it’s 
completely unsuited. To repeat ourselves, 
the Honda Express is specifically geared 
for such riders as our Susie Wolhowe, 
who don’t expect, or necessarily want, 
high performance and all that. All that 
type of Honda customer wants is the 
economy, that low initial price tag, that 
reliability, and that means of local 
transportation. 

Under those guidelines, we have to 
admit that Honda has come up with yet 
another two-wheeled masterpiece. gy 
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have wanted to do an inter- 
view with motocross racer Kent 
Howerton for a long time. Ever 
since I was a rookie reporter in 
North Texas and he was a rookie racer in 
South Texas. Finally, after all these 
years, Howerton and I got to sit down in 
his hotel room after the Anaheim Sta- 
dium race and jaw-bone for more hours 
than either of us could really spare. 
Kent had prospective sponsors to talk 
with (Anaheim was his last race for 
Husqvarna) and I had a magazine to put 
out. Nevertheless, we spent almost all 
day talking about everything imaginable. 
Not everything is included in this inter- 
view. Not everything was even recorded. 


Just sort of got to know each other. 4 

Anyway, an interesting interview A lo n g tal k with th e 
DID come out of those hours, 44 = r 
and I herewith give it to you. R h in esto ne Cowboy 

The only other thing I can say is... 
It was good to interview you at long last, 
Kent. And I really enjoyed it. 

Tom Beesley 





Interview by Tom Beesley 

PC: Since the big news is that you’ve 
just left Husqvarna, let’s talk about that. 
First, how long did you ride for Husky? 

KH: Well, I’ve had a contract with 
them since 1975. In ’74, I rode under a 
distributor sponsorship, with bikes and 
parts and things like that. In the last part 
of 1974, I put together Marty Tripes’ old 
bike, using his frame and my engine and 
won the last 250cc national in New 
Orleans. 

In the Trans-AMA I started out riding 
the same bike, but didn’t have too much 
luck. Then Bob Grossi and Gary Semics, 
who were riding factory Huskys, both got 
hurt riding minibikes on the same week- 
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Yep, that’s Kent, long 
before “Rhinestone 
Cowboy” days. This is his 

first sponsored ride, ata 

track near Sayers, Texas. 4 
Believe it or not, he beat 

Steve Stackable in his 

third ever race. 


(Far left) Kent’s changed a 
lot since Mrs. Howerton 
came along. Jill and Kent 
on the starting line before 
a Trans-AMA moto. 
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end. I ended up with Gary’s bike and 
Eric (Crippa) working on it. Things were 
a little different after that and they 
(Husky) offered me a contract at the 
beginning of the 1975 season. 

Everything was pretty good up until 
this last season. I just had too many 
problems with the bike and never could 
get any problems corrected. 

PC: What do you mean? You tiean 
they wouldn’t listen to you, they didn’t 
take you seriously, they didn’t have time, 
didn’t care, or what? 

KH: Well, I think the biggest problem 
was that they didn’t believe me when I’d 
try and tell them something wasn’t right 
with the bike. And I don’t think they’d 





really understand what I was saying. And 
I know nobody at Husky was riding a 
bike like mine. The bike they gave me for 
the nationals, they said was the latest 
bike, but it really wasn’t the latest one 
they were testing. That stands to reason 
to a certain degree, you know, but they'll 
send out what’s available at the time, 
then do more development work. I just 
knew that what I was riding wasn’t the 
latest or best bike. 

See, the guy they’ve got riding in 
Sweden is Hakan Carlqvist and he’s 
quite a bit bigger than I am and a lot 
heavier. The bike fits him better, so he 
doesn’t notice right off the same prob- 
lems I do. 


Some riders ride bikes and never 
notice things that are wrong, but I notice 
things almost immediately. I tried telling 
them that they needed to do this or that 
but they didn’t seem to think that those 
suggestions were really necessary. They 
told me I was going back to what they 
used to have, and I told them I wanted 
something in between the old bikes and 
the newest stuff they were giving me. The 
main complaint was the geometry of the 
steering angle. I couldn’t ride the bike 
like it was. Things like that were the 
deciding factor in not signing the 
contract. 

PC: When you told them things like 
that, did they get mad at you or just not 
listen? 

KH: No, I don’t think they got mad. 
The person I had to deal with mostly was 
Nils Arne (Nilsson) and he wouldn’t 
really say yes or no, or anything. He just 
left me kind of hanging there. A lot of 
times he’d act like he wasn’t aware of the 
problem, which I think he was. I’m sure 
that Eric had told him. 

As far as signing again this year, in the 
past years, we’ve always had a little 
meeting, sat down and discussed things, 
and decided how we should arrange the 
contract. You know, you don’t just write 
a contract and say here it is, sign it. You 
don’t just say take it or leave it. There’re 
a few things that you can negotiate and 
change. Maybe you don’t want some of 
this and maybe change it over here, take 
from this part, add to this part and so 
on, using the same amount of money. 

This year, they just didn’t even seem to 
care. They just handed it to me at a race 
and said, here, sign it by Monday if 
you’re going to sign at all. 

PC: I don’t understand. This is the 
contract which you just rejected? 

KH: Right. In the past, we’ve always 
sat down and talked about it and it’s 
always worked out really well that way; 
even if I didn’t get exactly what I wanted, 
I knew why, because they took the time 
to explain it all to me. 

This year, though, Nils Arne just came 
up, handed me a contract and said, 
“I need it back by Monday.” I told him 
there were a lot of things we needed to 
work out before I could sign. 

Like as far as income tax this year, I 
didn’t talk enough with the guy who does 
mine, and I needed time to talk with him 
to see what I should do with the money 
and how I should divide it. They (Husky) 
just didn’t want to give me enough time, 
so I just told them that I needed time and 
that we had to talk about it all, or I just 
couldn’t sign. So that’s the way it ended. 

PC: What are the main differences 
between the Europeans, like Husky, and 
the Japanese as far as you can tell? 

KH: It seems like the Japanese fac- 
tories want to work more closely with 
their riders. You’ve got to have coopera- 
tion. You just don’t sit around and talk 
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Kent’s always been mechanically 
inclined, specialized in metal working 
in school, enjoys and prefers being able 
to work on his own bikes. ` 





about things: You’ve got to do them. The 
Japanese want to go out and win races, so 
they listen pretty closely to the riders and 
they'll change things so that they can win 
races. 

You’ve got to have a relationship like 
that, and I don’t think that Husky is 
willing to put enough money into their 
effort next year. 

PC: Do you think that they CAN put 
enough money into their effort, to com- 
pete against the heavy money that the 
Japanese factories have? After all, Husky 
isn’t THAT big. 

KH: Well, I don’t know. I think they 
can, but they won’t talk to me about it. 
Part of the deal for '77 was to have one 
rider and be able to support him and do 
everything 100 percent, but it didn’t 
work out that way. They could do it, I 
think, if they wanted to. I don’t think it'd 
cost that much more. They get help, you 
know, from people like Pennzoil, for 
letting them advertise that the Huskys 
use their product. Stuff like that all 
helps, of course. ` 

They could compete against the 
Japanese, but there’s something in there 
that just doesn’t seem to be able to get 
everything together. 

Seems like to get anything done, you 
had to go through the marketing depart- 
ment and Bill Kniegge and the DMs. 
That’s not what you should have to go 
through. You should have people in 
racing do all the work. Doesn’t seem to 
me like that’s the way to go. 

The thing that got me was the way I 
was treated when we all knew I wasn’t 
going to sign for them again. I mean I 
wasn’t going to start saying that their 
bikes were junk, or anything like that, 
because that’s not true. That would be 
unfair to them and it wouldn’t be smart 
for me to go around bad-mouthing them. 

I was just going to leave things sort of 
undone, you know, tell them that we just 
couldn’t work things out and go our 
separate ways. I wanted to do it in a 
businesslike way, since motocross IS my 
business. I wanted a contract saying that 
I had to do so and.so, for my job and to 
get my salary. I wasn’t going to ride for 
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them as a favor. When I left Husky, I got 
kind of a cold-shoulder treatment, you 
know, nobody wanted to talk to me, stuff 
like that. They just acted immature 
about the whole thing. A friend of mine 
that has a dealership in San Antonio was 
talking to them and he said he got upset 
with them about some of the things they 
were already starting to say about me. I 
was really surprised about that. I 
thought that they would treat it all a little 
bit differently. 

If I was going to say that the bikes 
were junk, it wouldn’t make much sense. 
For example, right now, I’m buying a 
bike from Husky to have at home. I’m 
getting a 390 Automatic, and you know 
that I wouldn’t buy it if I didn’t think it 
was good. I mean, whoever I sign with 
will probably give me bikes, so why 
should I spend a lot of money to buy a 
Husky if I thought they’re junk? 

PC: Let’s lighten up a little and go 
back to some basic Kent Howerton 
history. What about the oft-quoted state- 
ment that you had to be from California 
to make it big in motocross? 

KH: Well, I don’t think that matters 
so much. Tony (DiStefano) is National 
Champion, and he’s not from California. 
The thing is, you get so much more ex- 
posure out in California. And there are 
so many people in motocross out there, 
that naturally the odds are that you'll 
have more good guys show up out of the 
masses. I’m sure that there is an equal 
amount of talent anywhere else; it’s just 
that some people will never have an 
opportunity to ride much and find out 
that they have the ability to be a National 
Motocross Champion. 

PC: Let’s talk about motocross racing 
in Texas, in the old days. 

KH: The first time I ever rode a 
motorcycle, it was with a friend of my 
dad’s. He had a Kawasaki 90 and he 
showed me how to ride it. This was when 
we still lived in Denver. At first, I just 
rode around and around, but I got 
hooked on riding. One week, he let me 
ride it a lot and I tore it all up. We had to 
take it to the shop and get it fixed, and 
my dad wasn’t too happy about that. 

My parents didn’t really understand 
motorcycles back then and they didn’t 
much want me to ride. They knew that 
I wanted one really bad but they didn’t 
really want me to have one. I was 
working; I was 15, and saving my money 
so that I could buy a bike. They realized 
how much I really wanted a bike, since 
Id worked for a year for one, so they 
knew it was more than just a little fad or 
something. So they borrowed the money 
—we didn’t have a lot of money—enough 
for me to buy a Kawasaki 100. It was one 
of those Trail Boss things with the 10- 
speed gearbox. 

I rode that around for a while and 
almost immediately started having 

problems with it. I’d try to jump it and 
the footpegs would bend down, things 


like that. The wheels fell apart, shocks 
broke, that kind of stuff. I guess I tore it 
up completely. I didn’t have any money 
to rebuild it, so I got some more money 
from my parents when they sold our 
house to move to Texas. I got the bike 
fixed back up. We just about had to have 
the whole thing redone. 

Anyway, we moved to San Antonio 
and I immediately started meeting guys 
who lived around us who had bikes. They 
showed me all the trails and places where 
they rode, so I started riding. They’d 
point out some guy who was really fast, 
and I’d go and watch him for a while. 
Then I’d ride with them and pretty soon 
would be beating them. I never thought 
about it. But I finally got a reputation 
down there as being crazy, because I’d go 


flat out through the woods and hit trees . 


and crash and tear myself and the bike 
up. I’d push the bike home almost 
a wreck. ) 

I'd have to find Coke bottles for 
change to go down to the gas station to 
get gas for the bike. When parts would 
break, I’d go to the metal shop at school 
and build new ones myself. I welded the 
handlebar back together, lathed new 
axles and stuff like that. But I’d usually 
use just a mild steel rod, so it’d bend and 
break. I was always having to make stuff 
for that bike. But I did manage to keep it 
together long enough to ride it a lot. 
That’s about the only thing I ever had on 
my mind, riding that motorcycle. I'd 
save my lunch money for gas, and as 
soon as I'd get out of school, I’d head for 
the trails to ride until dark. 

There was a guy down there who had a 
125 Yamaha, but I didn’t really know 
him too well. I’d see him down there, 
then a few days later he’d show up again 
with something different on the bike and 
he’d ask me to go ride it and see what it 
was like. For me to ride that bike was 
like day and night, there was so-much 
difference in mine. After riding his, I’d 
go a little slower on mine, because I knew 
how much harder I was on it. 

This guy seemed really interested in 
me and liked watching me ride his bike. 
He was about 25, married and had a son 
about three or so. One day, he came 
down and said, “Say, there’s a race this 
weekend, do you want to go out and try 
it?” I said sure, and I couldn’t believe 
he’d asked me. I didn’t know how to 
tell my mom that I wanted to race, but 
she let me do it. 

We went to this track and after prac- 
tice, my arms just seized, because I’d 
never been on a motocross track before. 
It was a sandy track and it got pretty 
rough. We were trying to decide which 
class I should run, whether I should 
enter junior or expert. He said that there 
were only two guys who looked like they 
were going faster than me out there, so I 
rode expert class. One of the guys was on 
a tangerine orange Yamaha and his 
name was Gary Bigley. The other guy 


was on an ugly gray primer Yamaha. His 
name was Steve Stackable. I ended up 
third overall behind those two guys. 

Those guys were pretty far ahead, and 
I was having problems just hanging on. 
But for third, I got $15. The arrange- 
ment with this guy was that we went 
halves, and that went to put more parts 
on the bike. The next time I raced the 
bike, I finished second, then won the 
third time. 

At this time, too, I had a job at 
Kinney’s, selling shoes. That didn’t last 
too long. I had a disagreement with the 
boss, so I told him, I can’t do this, the 
racing season is starting. Man, I didn’t 
even know what a racing season was. It 
just sounded like a good thing to say. 

After I beat Stackable I said, well, 
that’s it. I can’t ever be beaten again. 
I found out the hard way that just be- 
cause you win once, you don’t win all the 
time. Steve and I got into a kind of battle 
that lasted for about six months. We'd 
race, with just he and I racing our brains 
out. We developed so much faster than 
anybody else around there, we’d take off 
and the rest of the pack would still be 
trailing way behind. 

PC: Do you think that you would have 
developed as fast and as much if you 
hadn’t had Stackable to race against 
right from the very beginning? 

KH: I think we would have developed 
slower, maybe. You get two people who 
are at about the same level and they push 
each other, each wanting to win. 

PC: Is that why there’re so many good 
guys from Southern California, because 
they have so many other good guys to 
race against? 

KH: I think it helps, yes. Steve and I 
were about the same level of talent and 
learning progress. We developed on 
about the same level. He’d been riding 
for a while longer than I had and had 
more experience. He also had better 
shocks on his bike. He had Ceriani forks 
and shocks, while I had stockers. We 
finally ended up getting a pair of Boge 
shocks, but they weren’t that much 
better than stock. 

Then we both moved up to the open 
class. He had a BSA and I had a Suzuki 
400. I never could stay on that bike, but I 
enjoyed the power of the bigger bike. 
There was just so much power that I 
didn’t know what to do with it. I’d get 
into tank slappers and chipped some 
teeth. I couldn’t figure out why the bike 
wouldn’t handle. I’d see a bunch of 
bumps and I’d go over them as fast as I 
could, but I’d start bouncing. Most of 
the time, I’d be running alongside the 
bike instead of being on it. It took me a 


In one of his last rides for Husqvarna, 
Kent gets used for traction by Rex 
Staten (31) and Pierre Karsmakers. 


long time to develop any techniques. I'd 
usually crash two or three times a lap, get 
back on the bike and catch up until time 
for the next crash. I’d usually win the 
first moto, then Steve would win the 
second after I was completed wasted. 

On the big bikes, I won a few, he won 
a few, I crashed a lot. Then we split up. 
He started riding a 250 and I stayed with 
a 500 Yamaha. I had troubles, like 
throttles sticking, so I went and got a 250 
too. We started racing back and forth 
again, but then Steve came to California 
and raced awhile. 

There was nobody I raced against 
who was really fast. There was one guy 
from Austin named Jack O’Leary who 
was fast, but he got hurt before I ever got 
to race against him. The only other guy 
was named Jack Hicks and he had a knee 
injury that put him out. So there was 
nobody that I raced with, so I won every 
race for a long time. 

Then one day, Jackie came out, 
Stackable was back in town, and I found 
myself running way back in the pack. 
That was at a race in San Marcos and I 
finally sort of snapped and started going 
fast again. I ended up winning the race, 
but after O’Leary crashed trying to stay 
ahead of me. He absolutely refused to 
finish second, and he crashed and broke 
his collarbone. 

I kept riding local races, until the 
Texas AMA Series came along. That was 


my first chance to race against the na- 
tional guys. I’d been reading about these 
guys in magazines, but I’d never seen 
them race. I’d built up this idea that I 
could never beat these guys, like 
Weinert, Gary Jones, Bobby Grossi, and 
even Peter Lamppu. i 

So here I am, racing against those guys 
and the next thing I knew, I was catching 
Weinert. I wondered what to do, pass 
him, or follow him. So I passed him in a_ 
corner and we bumped together. On the 
next lap, Weinert caught me and I killed 
the engine in the corner. He came by and 
kicked me. So on the next few laps, I just 
followed him, because I wasn’t sure I was 
supposed to pass him. I really didn’t 
know what to do. 

We started racing more and more and 
I found out that those national guys were 
just like anybody else. They’d try to 
psyche me out and scare me, but I’d just 
ignore them. I learned that really quick, 
and so did Steve. 

Steve liked to travel, so he started 
riding for a guy named Bill Daniels on 
Action Supply bikes. I finally got hooked 
up with him and went to a national in 
Ohio. The bike, a CZ, was really bad. It 
didn’t handle or have any torque at all. 
It didn’t do anything. It was the worst 
thing I’d ever ridden. The next week 
there was a 250 national in Houston and 
I rode that on a four-speed 250 and it was 
slow and finally fell apart. Daniels was 
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really a crazy guy anyway, and I couldn't 
really handle him, so I went back to the 
dealer in San Antonio that’d sponsored 
me before, and I worked out a deal that 
I'd pay so much on the bike a month to 
pay for it, but he didn’t care too much. 
He was really a nice guy and he wanted to 
see me get going good. I raced that 
Yamaha for a while but couldn’t make it 
stay together, so I ended up looking 
around. I rode a Husky for a guy who 
had a Kawasaki shop and won on it. The 
guy offered me the bike to ride, but I was 
loyal to the other guy who’d helped me 
with the Yamaha. But I finally had to tell 
him that I just had to get on something 
that would stay together and that I could 
win on. He realized that and we’re still 
good friends. 

Anyway, I started racing that Husky 
and finished as well as third in a national 
in Texas. I went to New Orleans, did 
pretty good and Husky started noticing 
me. 

I was going pretty good and was kind 
of working my way up. We decided to 
put together a letter and send it to Husky 
asking if they’d help out with bikes and 
parts and they said yes. I picked them up 
in Houston at a trade show and took 
them home and set them up for the next 
season. 

I came out to California and rode 
Hangtown, finishing about eighth. When 
they cancelled Bay Mare, I went to San 
Diego to Rolf Tibblin’s school. I didn’t 
go to any more 250 Nationals until the 
last one in New Orleans and I won that 
one, which was pretty surprising. I 
finished second in an Inter-AMA in 
Kansas, third in Mexico, New York and 
this was on just a ’74 bike. It was box 
stock, and Husky realized that. When I 
first went on the Inter-AMA, I drove my 
van up to Ohio and some friends went 
along. Terry Knott, who was the Husky 
team manager, told me that I should just 
leave my bike in that big yellow bus they 
used to have and travel along with them. 
I didn’t like that much, because I like to 
stay home a lot. I didn’t even like being 
gone as much as I was. 

Anyway, I let those friends drive my 
van back home and I stayed with the 
Husky guys for a while. For that last race 
at New Orleans, Eric made me a trick 
cylinder, and we won, like I said. 

I took the trick frame that I was bor- 
rowing and I copied down all of the trick 
parts. I went over to Penton and got 
them to make all the trick parts so that 
I could fix up my own bike just like the 
work ones. 

After I took over Semics’ bike when he 
and Grossi got hurt playing around on 
minibikes, everything went really well 
and it. was a factory ride the rest of 
the way. 

PC: Now that we're down to you being 
a factory rider, we'll presume that you’re 
pretty serious about racing. So let’s ask 
you about training. How do you train, 
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how much do you train. How important 
is training and so on. 

KH: Well, let’s see. When I first 
started racing, the only thing I’d do was 
just ride the bike. Up until last year, I 
didn’t train at all. It just never crossed 
my mind that I needed it. I never had 
problems as far as endurance. Usually, 
at the end of the moto, I was going faster 
than anybody else. Then I started 
noticing that the older I got, I didn’t 
have that same energy. In ’76, I didn’t 
train for any of the 250 nationals, and 
that’s when I realized that I was going to 
have to do something before the S00 
series started. 

I knew how I should train, because I'd 
been to Rolf's school, but it was too 
much work. 

PC: If you hadn’t been training be- 


fore, Rolfs school must have been 
murder. 
KH: What happened was... you 


can’t train and ride at the same time 
unless you’re already in shape. I did 
Rolf’s school, and I did it 100 percent. If 
you do train that hard, unless you’re 
already in shape, you do harm. When 
you exercise, see, you tear the tissues and 
things down, then you’ve got to build 
them up stronger than before. That’s 
what exercise is all about. What I was 
doing was wearing myself out and 
couldn’t race. So I stopped all the train- 
ing and started racing. I finally picked 
myself up and started going fast again. 

About a month before the 500cc Na- 
tional series started in '76, I started 
training hard. For the first two weeks, I 
ran a lot and exercised and really wore 
myself out. Then I took it fairly easy the 
next two weeks. By the time the nationals 
came along, I was in perfect shape. 

I won the first two races pretty easily; 
it wasn’t too much of a problem. I had a 
few little problems with the bikes at first, 
then bigger things, like chains coming 
off, started hitting us. 

I was really lucky through the rest of 
the series to keep my points lead. Had 
I not won those first two races, I don’t 
think I could have won the National 
Championship, since I didn’t win any 
more races and had a lot of problems. 

In the last race, in New Orleans, I was 
really sick. I'd caught some kind of 
stomach bug and I really felt lousy. The 
first moto, I felt pretty good and I won, 
but in the second moto, I had all I could 
do to keep Gary (Semics) off of me, and 
he finally got around. I worked real hard 
that moto to stay in fourth place, which 
was all I needed for the title. 

PC: I remember that race. I had some 
kind of stomach problem that I picked 
up down there too. Thought I was 
gonna die! 

KH: Everything worked out pretty 
good in that series. The bike worked 
good, except for the problems we had, 
and it was neat to win a National Cham- 
pionship. 


In training and stuff now, like for this 
year, I’ve been running a lot. Actually, 
I've got to admit that I hate to run. My 
ankles hurt so bad that I just about get 
sick. When I run a lot, I can’t eat, and I 
HAVE to eat. 

What I’ve been doing now is go out in 
the woods behind my house in San 
Antonio, and just walk around a lot and 
chop down weeds, and trees and do stuff 
like that. I work out on the trampoline a 
lot, I also swim. As far as riding practice, 
I don’t ride too much on a motocross 
track. 

When you have to ride as much moto- 
cross as we do now, you get burnt up 
pretty quick riding on tracks. I just don’t 
like to ride on tracks unless I’m racing. 

It just seems to wear you down and 
depress you, and you lose your enthu- 
siasm. So I try and avoid that most of 
the time. 

The majority of the time, I just like to 
go behind the house and just relax on the 
bike, trying to climb some hills that I’m 
not sure I can and just playing like that. I 
really like just plain old trail riding. I 
think a lot of the other riders like to do 
the same thing. Recently, Billy Grossi 
and Bob Hannah have stayed at my 
house and we’ve had a good time just 
goofing around down behind the house. 





close friends (“We’re just too different, 
| guess”), Howerton and Husqvarna 
mechanic Eric Crippa have developed a 
very good working relationship. 


When I used to have a trials bike, 
I really liked riding it. The main thing is 
just to relax and enjoy yourself riding. 
Riding like that is enjoyable and pleas- 
ant, yet it’s training at the same time. 
That’s the kind of things I like to do. 

Now that I’m getting older, I’m prob- 
ably going to have to get more serious 
about it all. I’m going to have to study 
what kinds of things to eat that’re best 
for me. I used to eat a lot of junk. It’s 
probably still in Husky’s little book that I 
eat a lot of junk food and stuff. 

Mostly, this year, I’ve cut out most of 
that stuff. Every once in a while I gorge 
myself, though. Boy, yesterday (right 
after the Anaheim Stadium race; his last 
race of the season) I went down to 














































































7-Eleven and bought a whole huge bag 
full of candy and stuff and ate the whole 
thing. I never used to do that. 

For me, it’s important that I go home 
every week between races and be able to 
relax at home as much as possible. Plus 
you can eat what you want and have a 
better choice of food. When you eat in 
hotels all the time, you never know what 
kind of food you’re going to be able to 
get. What I usually do is like at lunch a 
while ago, is eat breakfast-type meals, no 
matter what time of day it is. That’s why 
Denny’s is one of my favorite places to 
eat,. because you can get breakfast at 
any time. 

One point is the guys who travel. I fly 
back and forth and a lot of the guys who 
drive from race to race think that that’s 
neat. But it has its problems too. You get 
started on stuff, like working around the 
house, and towards the end of every 
week, you’ve got to pack up and leave 
again. You usually don’t even get your 
suitcase completely unpacked before it’s 
time to go again. It plays havoc with your 
schedule. The guys who drive have their 
own system of doing things, and they 
don’t get home enough to get started on 
projects and things. 

Fortunately for me, Jill always travels 


Although he’s had his share of 
problems in’77, Howerton never gave 
up. Here he’s chasing Roger DeCoster 
in the Trans-AMA series. 


with me, so I don’t have to leave her 
at home. 

PC: How long have you guys been 
married? 

KH: Uh . . . How long, honey? About 
nine months, I think. 

PC: How did you meet? 

KH: Jill was Nils Arne’s secretary in 
Nashville and I was hanging .around 
there between races. We went out a few 
times and I started really liking her, but I 
don’t think she cared for me much. I 
took her to a race at Axton, Virginia, 
which I luckily won, so after that she 
knew what motocross was all about and 
that I wasn’t completely crazy. 

. We started getting a little serious and 
when it started costing us a lot to fly back 
and forth to be together, we decided that 
it'd be better if we went ahead and got 
married, so we wouldn’t have to be 
apart. 

So we did, and we haven’t been apart 
hardly at all. In fact, she got all moody 
and cried when I left her at home for just 
a morning a couple of weeks ago, while I 
went riding. Usually she even goes when 
I just go riding for a while. 

PC: What does it take to be a good 


: motocross racer? 


KH: Well, I’ve always had three 





things that I stick by. One, you’ve got to 
have your bike properly and well 
prepared. Then you’ve got to be mentally 
prepared and finally physically prepared. 
The thing that I’ve found out most is that 
if you’re physically prepared, the mental 
part happens almost automatically. That 
strengthens your mind. You know that 
you can do it. If you know that your 
bike’s well prepared, that also strength- 
ens your mind. I’ve found that if I go to 
a race, and I think that I didn’t do this 
or that, I’m starting to defeat myself. 
Like this week, before the Anaheim race, 
I had a bad cold, so I knew I wasn’t 
going to be as physically strong as I 
might otherwise, and that affected my 
mental outlook towards the race. My 
mental thinking was shot and I was 
thinking long before the race that I 
wouldn’t be able to do very well. And the 
problems that I've been having with my 
bike have the same result. 

After I won the Championship, in 
contrast, I felt really super. I knew I was 
in shape, I knew I could go fast, that 
I could win, and I had-a lot of confi- 
dence in the bike. Everything was really 
smooth. 

Some people might have different 
ideas about all this. I haven’t really 








The most fun he’s ever had riding a 
motorcycle was winning the first 
Motorcycle Olympiad. This is in the 
cross-country race of the event. 


talked with too many guys about this. 
People might like to keep that kind of 
secret, or just not talk about it. Some 
probably don’t understand or think what 
it’s all about. 

All I know is that if I keep those three 
things under control, it seems a lot more 
simple. 


The main thing that I’m looking for 
next year, hopefully with one of the 
Japanese factories, is just a ride that I 
can feel confident with. That’s become 
the biggest problem with Husky. I’ve just 
had so many problems that I’ve all but 
lost my confidence in the motorcycle. 
That’s what I need to regain most. 





As far as salary and money, that’s not 
the most important thing. I’m sure that 
I’ll make enough to keep the house up 
and provide for the things that Jill and 
I need. I’ve already got most of the 
material things that I’ve always wanted, 
so that’s not a prime concern. 

Right now, I’m thinking that the 
Japanese bikes are better than what I’ve 
been on. Of course, I can’t say that for 
sure until I’ve ridden and raced them a 
lot more. But I’ve ridden several of them, 
and I have to say that I went faster on 
those borrowed Japanese bikes than I did 
on my own factory Husky. It might be 
me, but I think I can go faster on a box 
stock Yamaha than I can the bike that 
the factory provided me for the Trans- 
AMA series. Whatever it is, I’ve got to 
change. I’ve never realized it, because 
I’ve always felt that if I’m riding one 
bike, I shouldn’t go and ride other bikes. 

I just think that next year, as far as 
being on a different bike, I think it’s 
really going to help me a lot. 

PC: Did you ever talk to Brad 

(Lackey) after he left Husky to ride: for 
Honda? 
KH: I was just going to say that. I asked 
him how he liked the Honda and he said 
that the thing he liked the most was that 
it was easy for him to ride, and that it 
didn’t take him long to learn how to ride 
the bike. It does take you a long time to 
learn how to ride a Husqvarna. I think 
that’s important. If a bike is easier to 
learn how to ride, then it stands to reason 
that it’s going to be easier to ride after 
you learn. Then, in effect, it’s going to be 
easier to go faster, longer. 

PC: What do you think of stadium 
motocross? 

KH: It’s easier, in a way. You can 
usually stay pretty close in a stadium; it’s 
convenient in that a respect. The motos 
aren’t as long, and there’s more money, 
faster, if you know what I mean. The 
Nationals should be set completely aside 





and considered a different thing in itself. 
I mean a National Championship is more 
for pride than it is for money. The 
Supercross Series is becoming more and 


more important than the National 
Championship, which is bad. 

The stadium tracks aren’t that bad. 
It’s nice to have only 20 bikes or so out 
there instead of a million. It’s just more 
relaxing and fun. I like some of the 
tracks because some of the jumps are 
more fun. It’s a little bit different kind of 
racing, in that it’s tighter and you have 
more problems as far as courtesy in- 
volved between riders. You have to run 
so hard to get into the main event that 
sometimes you might have to run into 
another rider, or do something that you 
prefer not to, just because it’s him or 
you. There’s no chance to come back in 
the second moto in stadium races. In 
that respect, it’s not very good. 

It’s important that you learn how the 
other riders ride, so that you can avoid 
such conflicts whenever possible. Like 
the confrontation I had with Weinert in 
the Dallas race. It was my fault, because 
I forgot that Jimmy is so aggressive in the 
turns. Once I got that knocked into my 
head, I didn’t forget it. 

If you don’t know how a certain com- 
petitor rides, it’s difficult to pass him. 
You just have to learn that. It’s all part 





of the business of being a racer, arid 
that’s the business that I’m in. 

PC: This might be a hard question to 
answer, but do you have a hero of sorts, 
somebody that you really look up to? 

KH: I don’t like the word hero. I think 
that to call somebody a hero is admitting 
that he’s better than you, and I don’t 
think it’s good to do that. 

I think that Bob Hannah is more 
talented than Roger DeCoster, but I 
respect Roger more, for what he’s done. 
Each person has a different talent, and 
Roger, well, he IS the best. And he may 
still be the best for a while. I respect that 
very much. 

I respect that he can race every race, 
and still try so hard to win. I think that’s 
the most difficult part. Hey, it’s hard to 
get yourself up to try and win every race. 
It’s very difficult to keep your head 
straight for that long, and to put in that 
effort takes a lot out of a person. To keep 
on going is really hard. 

PC: What about the World Cham- 
pionship? Something you said earlier 
indicated that you felt that the National 
Championship meant something more 
than “just” money. Do you have aspira- 
tions towards a World Championship 
title? 

KH: Not right now I don’t, no. First, I 
don’t think that I could win over there, 
so it’d be useless to go in the first place. 
In the second place, I don’t like Europe. 
It’s the worst place I’ve ever been. I don’t 
like the food, I don’t like the hotels, in 
some places, I don’t even like the people. 

In the event I change my mind, which 
is entirely possible when I grow up, I'll 
feel that the World Championship is all 
important. To answer the first part of 
your question, yes, I think that the 
World Championship and that title is 
extremely important. And sure, I’d love 
to be the World Champion. I’m just not 
thinking of that right now, since as I 
said, I’m not ready for that., 

And don’t forget that I don’t even have 
a bike to ride next year. Let’s work on 
that problem first and think about the 
World Championship later. J; 
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Hodaka’s top of the line 250 SL. Fully 
equipped for both on- and off-road use 
with street-legal lighting, horn, trials 
tires, efficient muffler, long travel 
forks, gas/oil shocks, 4.1 gallon gas 
tank and palatable $1095 price tag. 


Next in line is the SL175, also street 
legal, also very. capable in the dirt. Has 
Preston Petty fenders, street-legal 
lighting, up-to-date suspension, 2.9 
gallon tank, and Skyway silencer. 
Transmission is five speed with wide 
ratio spacing. Price tag reads $995. 


40/POP CYCLING 





HODAKA, 
or 1978 


There are still 
bargains around 








Hodaka’s first effort for the mini set is the Dirt Squirt 80, pure off-road machine. 
Their press release says that somebody got into the warehouse and sprayed a 
bunch of bikes with a trick concoction and shrunk every Dirt Squirt in the joint. 
Anyway, this is a nifty little motorcycle for the kids. Price is $495. 





What you’re looking at is the newest version of the legendary Wombat 125. It’s street 
legal, dirt proficient. Rear shocks are gas/air, forks off the 250 give 74 inches of 
travel. Other trick goodies include folding shift lever, conical front hub, Preston 
Petty fenders, new tank design and $675 price listing. 


Here, an updated version of the original 100cc Road Toad, which in turn was an 
updated version of the old, old Ace 90, the original Hodaka. This ’un has most of 
the goodies of the rest of the lineup and is just as much a bargain at $595. 














A ou wouldn’t exactly call Hoda- 
ka a major Japanese manufac- 
turer, would you? 

Well, no but the bikes turned 
out by Hodaka and marketed exclusively 
through the Pacific Basin Trading 
Company (PABATCO) are nevertheless 
quality motorcycles, and perhaps most 
significant, extremely pleasantly priced 
and full of up-to-date features. 

Hodaka started out years ago with a 
little 90cc trail bike. And after all these 
years, they’ve grown, but you still think 
of the Pabatco folks as those nice guys in 
Oregon who sell neat little trail bikes. 

The Pabatco guys also have a great 
sense of humor, as the names given to 
their models indicate. How about such 
handles as Road Toad, Wombat, and 
Dirt Squirt? (They gave up on Thunder- 
dog early.) A 

When a press release package arrived 
the other day, we anxiously ripped the 
envelope open to see (1), what Hodaka 
had new (2), what new, funny names 
they’d come up with, and (3), what else 
might be in the package to bring a laugh. 

Basically, here’s what Hodaka is up to 
for 1978: In addition to the 100cc Road 
Toad (street legal) and 125cc Wombat, 
which were available last year, Hodaka is 
introducing three new models. They are 
the little 80cc Dirt Squirt minicycle, a 
street legal (dual-purpose, actually) 175 
designated the SL and a 250 street/off- 
road bike also called an SL. There is no 
official name for the 175 or 250, but 
Hodaka propaganda designates them as 
Samuel Lipshitz Replicas (hence the SL). 

This is the first time that Pabatco 
(Hodaka) has been able to offer a 
complete line of trailbikes in all displace- 
ment classes from 80 to 250cc, and 
they’re excited about the future for the 
bikes. And well they should be, for each 
model carries a suggested retail price 
considerably lower than anything the 
bikes are competing against. And even 
with lower prices, you still get a lot of 
bike. 

Such features as Preston Petty fenders, 
Skyway spark arrestor/silencers, Mikuni 
carbs and modern suspension compo- 
nents are standard. The 175 and 250 SL 
models both have gas/oil shocks, long 
travel forks, speedo with trip reset, quick 
remove wheels and a lot of other features 
normally found only on higher priced 
models. 

A lot of people don’t know much about 
Hodaka motorcycles, because the com- 
pany doesn’t have huge, multi-million 
dollar dealer networks, television adver- 
tising or large numbers of bikes for 
motorcycles for magazine road tests. 
What they DO have are low prices and 
quality motorcycles. What more could 
you ask for? 

Check ’em out, if you’re interested in 
one of the last remaining bargains 
around. È 
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Crossing the center line should be 
From the Motorcycle Safety Founda- avoided at all costs. If you get into a 
tion's MOTORCYCLE RIDER COURSE. corner too hot and get across the line, 
For more information, contact the MSF, slow down and get back on your side 
6755 Elkridge Landing Road, Linthicum, of the road as quickly and smoothly 
Maryland 21090. as possible. Do your slowing down 
before you get to the corner. 












A few tips that just might save you 
some problems. 


SAFETY 


ONTHE 
STREET 
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eaching somebody the very 

basics of motorcycle riding is 

virtually impossible to do 

in a magazine article. Learning 
to ride is something that requires 
a personal and individual touch on 
the handlebars and controls. You just 
have to ‘‘feel’’ what you're doing. 

What you can express in an article, 
though, is some further riding skills that, 
well learned and committed to memory, 
might save your neck some time. 

What we’ll do in this article, then, is 
give you some tips, hints and suggestions 
for several situations you might encoun- 
ter on the street. 

The source of data in this safety article 
is a unit of the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation’s MOTORCYCLE RIDER 
COURSE, a worthwhile and valid course 
that’s being used by the state govern- 
ments as well as schools. 

In this article, you will learn to use 
techniques that will help you function 
safely in the following situations: 

e Advanced braking 

e Riding on different surfaces 

e Riding in difficult situations 

e Carrying passengers and other loads 


WHY YOU NEED THESE SKILLS 


Riding on two wheels requires skills 
that are not demanded of car drivers. 
The automobile driver certainly must 
maintain control, but the motorcyclist 
must maintain both control AND 
balance. A bump in the road is an 
obstacle to a motorcycle rider; it can 
easily cause a dangerous spill. Although 
the rider should always first consider 
going around such an obstacle, circum- 
stances may be such that a sudden 
swerve, perhaps poorly executed, could 
be more dangerous than riding over the 
obstacle. This article is important to you 
because of the certainty that eventually, 
you will be confronted with this type of 
situation, which is much more hazardous 
and sensitive for a motorcycle than for a 
four-wheeled vehicle. 


ADVANCED BRAKING 
TECHNIQUES 


Braking in the shortest possible 
distance requires the correct application 
of both brakes. To master this skill, you 
should practice as much as possible in an 
off-street area. The following sections 
explain advanced braking skills. You 
must work at them in practice sessions to 
perfect them. 


Straight Line Braking 


When the brakes are used properly, 
motorcycles have very good braking 
power. Both brakes must be used 
together to get the most effective 
braking. The shortest straight-line 
stopping distance can be obtained when 
both brakes are applied just short of 


locking up the wheels. 

However, the rider may lock the rear 
wheel brake to be sure that he has 
achieved the maximum braking from the 
rear wheel. You must strive to keep the 
motorcycle in an upright position and 
traveling straight ahead, as much as 
possible. The front brake should never be 
locked up! 

For normal braking, you must take 
care not to apply the brakes too quickly 
and forcefully. There is a difference 
between a comfortable routine stop using 
both brakes properly, and an all out 
effort to bring the bike to a halt in the 
shortest possible distance. Experienced 





Changes in road surfaces, such as pot 
holes, rocks, gravel or dirt constitute a 
potential hazard. Watch ahead for such 
obstacles and try to slow down before 
you get to the hazard. 


riders learn to choose the appropriate 
amount of brake pressure to apply in a 
given situation. 


Braking in a Curve. 


What should you do if you know you 
are going into a curve too quickly? There 
is no one correct answer. It depends on 
how fast you are traveling, how tight the 
turn is, how much traction you have, how 
much further you have to go before the 
curve starts, whether there is an obstacle 
in your path, and whether there is time 
and room to straighten the motorcycle. 

The most important thing to keep in 
mind is this: You must reduce your speed 
as much as possible before you get into 
the curve. If necessary, apply appropriate 
braking before you begin leaning for the 
curve. 

If you must brake in a curve, the two 
standard rules apply even more force- 
fully: Use both brakes in combination 
and do not lock either one. When the 
surface is wet, hard braking in a curve 
should be avoided. 


RIDING ON DIFFERENT SURFACES 


As a motorcycle rider, you must be 
concerned with the surface you are riding 
over, or are about to rider over. A 
motorcycle reacts to every surface and 
safety conscious riders learn to anticipate 
what is ahead of their motorcycle. Even a 
surface that is ‘‘normal’’ for other 
vehicles has cracks, bumps, debris and 
loose material that are obstacles for 
motorcycles. Even the crown on a normal 
smooth, dry, paved road presents 
problems for the motorcyclist. 

The guiding principles in handling 
variations in road surfaces are: 


y 






e Downshift before you reach the 
obstacle. 

e Ride at slower speeds under poor 
conditions. 

e Do not change direction abruptly. 

e Keep your feet and body ready to 
maintain balance. 

e Shift weight away from the wheel 
that is crossing the obstacle. Develop 
the habit of checking traffic before 
changing directions; signal if 
possible. 

e Do not accelerate until you have 
passed the obstacle. 

The following riding tips will help you 

while riding over various surfaces. Take 
time to learn them. 


Standing on the Pegs 


You can stand on the footpegs to avoid 
shock to your body as you ride over a 
bump or rough surface. When this action 
is performed correctly, you can maintain 
control of your motorcycle at a critical 
moment. Practice the following simple 
steps and you should be able to handle 
rough surfaces safely: 

e Grip the handlebars firmly. 

e Raise your body from the seat. 

e Keep your knees loose. 

e Keep your wrists and arms loose to 

handle the shock. 


POP CYCLING/43 





e Keep your weight over the footpegs. 

e Accelerate as you cross the obstacle. 

Remember, your hands and feet are 
your only areas of support when you’re 
up on the pegs. This must be considered 
only as a temporary measure; return to 
sitting down as soon as possible. 
Remember that your regular support is 
obtained from your hands, feet, knees 
and rump. Hitting a bump can cause an 
uneven or “jerking” acceleration and 
your standing body position may cause 
you to make throttle variations. Keeping 
your arms and wrists loose and your head 
up will help to minimize these problems. 


Sand , Mud and Water 


Foreign material such as sand, mud 
and water on the road generally create 
difficulty in steering and balancing. 
Starting is more difficult and you will 
find it necessary to use more power than 
normal to ride through these materials, 
especially for any distance. 


wo 
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A preferable way and place to carry a 
moderately light load is in a special 
tank-top bag or rack, such as this 
item from Amco. 


Loose Surfaces 


Riding over loose materials on a solid 
surface, such as gravel, dirt, or rocks can 
be like riding over ice. They may be 
extremely slipppery and cause a quick 
spill. Treat them like sand and mud. If 
you need to accelerate or brake, do so 
gradually and slowly. Loose materials 
increase your stopping distance as much 
as a wet surface. Avoid sudden moves! 


Bumps and Cracks 


The experienced rider tries to avoid 
bumps and cracks in the road whenever 
possible. If you must travel over or 
through one, do so slowly and steadily. 
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Downshift before you reach it. Do not 
change speed or direction abruptly. 
Accelerate easily when you cross the 
object. Try to cross it at an angle that 
decreases the chances of a crash—some 
riders recommend crossing at a 90-de- 
gree angle. However, because of the 
direction of the crack or bump in relation 
to your path, this may not be possible, or, 
indeed, advisable, if it requires a sudden 
swerve to accomplish it. 

If you must cross deep ruts, railroad 
tracks, or similar hazards that are 
running parallel to your path, move away 
and approach at an angle of between 45 
and 90 degrees. If you try to cross at a 
shallower angle, your tires could catch 
and cause a spill. 


Wet Pavement 


If you ride a motorcycle very much, 
eventually, you will probably have to do 
some riding in the rain. Be exceedingly 
cautious at the beginning of a 
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shower—the first drops to fall mix with 
dirt and oil on the road to make it super 
slippery. If you can, pull over and sit out 
any quick rain shower. 

Many experienced riders gain extra 
traction on wet roads by riding in the 
slightly drier tracks made by other 
vehicles in front. 

When you are riding on rain-slick 
roads, stay out of the center oil strip and 
avoid riding on painted lines—simple 
roadway markings may become very 
slippery when wet. Be extra cautious at 
railroad crossings and bridge gratings— 
wet metal is extremely slippery. 


Bridge Gratings and Rain Grooves 


When you ride over metal bridge 
gratings or rain grooves, you will 
experience a good deal of vibration. In 
these situations, keep your speed 
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constant and ride straight across; 
maintaining your speed will alleviate the 
uncomfortable feeling. Do not intention- 
ally move your motorcycle from side to 
side and do not fight the vibration trans- 
mitted through the handlebars. 


Slippery Surfaces 


The several surfaces that can be 
particularly slick, even in dry weather 
include manhole covers, painted lines, oil 
slicks (especially at intersections) and 
road litter. 

If you cannot avoid such surfaces, slow 
down before reaching them. You should 
be especially alert to these hazardous 
areas when you are stopping—if you put 
your foot down one, you could easily slip 
and fall, with the bike on top of you, and 
the ‘‘spectators’’ laughing at your 
misfortune. 

There are other very slippery surfaces, 
such as ice, snow and wet wood that you 
should definitely try to avoid. If you 
cannot avoid them, reduce your speed 
and extend both legs. Do not attempt any 
weaving moves on these surfaces. 


DIFFICULT RIDING SITUATIONS 


Even normal riding situations can 
become dangerous if you’re a careless 
rider. Potential dangers increase, when 
riding conditions become abnormal. The 
following are a number of difficult 
situations you may experience. If you 
know what to do beforehand, you will be 
better prepared to handle them. 


Skids 


Skidding is one of the most frightening 
experiences a motorcycle rider can have. 
A motorcycle skid is sudden and it can be 
violent. If you do skid while riding, you 
must act quickly and properly. The 
following are some of the techniques you 
may be able to use to control a skid: 

Get your wheels rolling and providing 
traction again. Overbraking one or both 
wheels is one of the most common causes 
of skidding. If this happens to you—let 
up on the brakes gradually, to allow the 
wheels to gain traction. If the skid is 
caused by over-accelerating, back off the 
throttle—a spinning wheel provides no 
more control than a locked wheel. Above 
all, try to keep contact between your tires 
and the road. 

Steer slightly in the direction of the 
skid. A rear wheel skid can be overcome 
by turning slightly in the direction of the 
skid. 

Use your foot as an outrigger to 
straighten up. Usually, in a mild, 
low-speed skid, you can avoid a spill by 
using your foot to keep the bike upright. 
Using your foot to prevent a fall is tricky, 
and should be used only if everything else 
has failed. 

Preventing a skid is the best advice of 
all. If you are not sure what the road 
ahead is like, slow down ahead of time. 





Blowouts 


Blowouts must also be handled quickly 
and properly. You cannot always hear a 
blowout, but you will be able to detect it 
by the way the motorcycle handles. When 
it happens, do not use your brakes. 
Just ease off the throttle, slow down 
gradually, hold the handlebars firmly to 
maintain control and, if your can, signal. 
When your speed is down low enough, 
move off the roadway slowly. 


Stuck Throttle or Broken Clutch Cable 


Having a throttle stick, or a clutch 
cable break can be an unpleasant situa- 
tion if you do not know what to do. If 
your throttle sticks, immediately apply 
the clutch, turn off the ignition and apply 
both brakes. If the clutch cable breaks, 
immediately apply both brakes and turn 
off the ignition. 

Riders who experience these situations 
sometimes are so surprised that they fail 
to do anything. Be mentally prepared 
and practice the routine once in a while. 
Remember to shut down img engine 


Carrying a passenger requires special 
attention and techinique on the part of 
the motorcycle operator. The law also 
requires that your passenger have 
footrests .- 


quickly. If it’s your clutch cable that’s 
broken, be prepared for a jerky stop. 


Troublesome Animals 


Having an animal in your way, or 
letting one distract you can cause you to 
crash. The first rule to follow is: Do not 
kick at the animal. It is a sound idea to 
gear down as you approach the animal 
and accelerate when you reach it. This 
throws off the animal’s timing and 
permits you to move away rapidly. 


Wind 

Strong winds, especially gusts, can 
create problems for the motorcyclist. A 
strong gust can move your motorcycle 
across an entire lane if you are not 
prepared for it. Occasionally, a sign may 
warn of potential wind gusts, but also be 
wary of narrow passes, buildings near the 
road and bridges of gullies or ravines. 
To prepare yourself for such occa- 

sions, you should: 
o Identify areas where strong gusts 
may occur (such as long stretches of 


highly exposed roadway). 

e Grip the handlebars firmly. 

e Adjust your bike’s position accord- 
ing to the direction and strength of 
the wind—Move the motorcycle to- 
ward the upwind side of the road. 

e Lean slightly into the wind. 


Wobble 


When you are traveling at high speed, 
you may feel your front tire shake or 
“wobble” from side to side. When this 
occurs, grip the handlebars firmly and 
gradually reduce your speed. Avoid 
braking. At the first opportunity, 
examine your motorcycle for the 
following defects: 

e Steering improperly adjusted. 

e Wheel bent, or out of alignment. 

e Wheel spokes loose. 

e Fairing or windshield improperly 
mounted. 

e Shock absorbers improperly adjust- 

ed or worn out. 

e Improper loading. 

e Wheel bearings loose or worn out. 





Some of these checks may have to be 
done at a motorcycle shop. 


CARRYING A PASSENGER OR 
OTHER LOADS 


It is a common sight to see a bike with 
two people aboard, or with camping 
equipment or other loads. Such extra 
loads affect the handling of the 
motorcycle to an extent that serious 
consideration to all of the factors 
involved is required. 


Passengers 


Carrying a passenger multiplies the 
balance and control problems for all 
motorcycle riders and especially for 
beginning riders. The chances of having 
a spill or accident are increased, 
especially when the passenger has had no 
experience in riding on a motorcycle. It is 
the responsibility of the motorcycle 
operator to instruct the passenger on 
proper riding procedures. Passengers 
should be carried only on motorcycles 
designed and equipped for two persons 
(i.e. those with a second set of footpegs 
and a seat large enough for two). 

The following procedures for carrying 
a passenger should be strictly adhered to: 


e Adjust shock absorbers to firmer 
setting to allow for additional 
weight. 

e Check the passenger’s clothing care- 
fully—loose clothing or equipment 
such as shoe laces, pants legs or 
scarves can become tangled in the 
chain or spokes. The passenger 
should wear all protective gear such 
as helmet, jacket, etc. 

e Caution passengers about coming in 
contact with hot parts such as the 
exhaust pipe or muffler. Show them 
what is hot. 

e Never allow a passenger to ride side- 
saddle. 

e Start the engine before the passen- 
ger mounts. 

e Caution the passenger not to lean 
unless you do. A leaning passenger 
can actually steer the motorcycle. 

e The passenger should hold onto 
your waist, hips or midsection, or 
use passenger handholds, if the bike 
has them. 

e When starting from a stop, or when 
accelerating, both the rider and pas- 
senger should lean forward slightly. 

e When you are turning, the passen- 
ger must lean with you. 

e The passenger should keep his feet 
on the passenger’s footpegs at all 
times. 

e Compensate for the extra weight. 
Give yourself extra time and 
distance to slow down and stop. 

e When the motorcycle is stopping, 
the passenger should brace himself: 
on the footpegs and lean back 
slightly, this will help reduce the 
weight-shift forward while stopping. 


Other Loads 


Whenever you are carrying packages, 
camping supplies or loads of any kind, 
take the following steps to insure 
incident-free rides: 

e Fasten loads securely to the 
bike—do not simply hang onto 
loads. 

o Use a luggage rack for large loads. 

e Be sure to balance the weight left 
and right. 

e Store materials behind you so that 
they do not interfere with steering 
and visibility. 

e Become familiar with the steering, 
turning, acceleration and braking 
differences created by loads. 

e Do not overload your motorcycle. 

ə Check the security of the load 
periodically. 

e Be careful not to leave loose ends 
hanging. 

e Check to make sure the tail and 
brake lights are not hidden by your 
load. : 

e Be aware that extra weight often 
results in chain stretch, so you may 
have to adjust your chain. 

e Do not fasten items to the front 
fender or the front forks. $ 
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Imost twenty years ago, 

SoCal’s Dirt Diggers Motor- 

cycle Club started putting on 

races that were destined to 
become traditional events. For years, 
the club ran a grand prix (virtually a 
long, long motocross) at a piece of 
property owned by comedian Bob Hope 
and used for years as a film location 
for western movies (you know, the ones 
where the hero chased the bandits 
around and around the same bunch of 
rocks in movie after movie). Called, 
appropriately enough, Hopetown, that 
Diggers race became one of the most 
classic and beloved of all Southern 
California motorcycle races. 


Then Hopetown went away. The 
Diggers lost the right to hold races 
on the property and last year, tried 
running the event at Indian Dunes. 
The race meet was a success in that lots 
of riders showed up, but a dismal 
flop in that none of the atmosphere of 
the earlier Hopetown events was 
present. 

This year, the DDMC moved to what 
they hope will be a new and permanent 
site of their annual classic, Racing 
World (formerly Escape Country) in 
the foothills looming over Orange 
County, California. 


arr <a 
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The Diggers planned long and hard 
to maintain the Western-theme family 
event they’d had with Hopetown, and 
they succeeded. The ’77 event was 
called Pioneer Town, and there was 
supposed to be a complete old-time 
Western town transplanted to the site. 
Local zoning and construction regula- 
tions kept the town from being erected 
at Racing World in time for this year’s 
race. 

Nevertheless, the Dirt Diggers did 
their usual great job of promotion 
and course preparation, and riders 
turned out in the traditional droves to 
race the event. Afterwards, the con- 
sensus was that the Diggers had a good 
start on another classic event. 

It’s become traditional, over the 
years, for the cream of SoCal motor- 
cycling to turn out for the Dirt Diggers 
race, and it was pleasing to see top-of- 
the-line off-road, motocross, enduro, 
and desert riders, as well as a goodly 
share of industry (yes, including 
motorcycle magazines) not only 
entered, but taking home shares of 
booty from the event. 

The Dirt Diggers came up with a 
sponsor for the event this year in Coors 
Beer (Now THAT’S an appropriate 
sponsor for those guys!). This was 
the famous brewer’s first effort in 
motorcycle racing and Mr. Coors 


“Goat” Breker (67C) handily won the 
two moto 250 Pro class. He’s primarily 
a local rider, but he sure went fast 
around that Pioneer Town course. 


Winner of the DDMC’s Salute to the 
Pioneers race at Pioneer Town was 
none other than Dick Mann, here at 
speed on his four-stroke Yamaha (in his 
own frame). “Bugs” also won the 
Old-Timers class at the event. A lot of 
younger spectators at the Diggers race 
had never seen Mann race and were 
surprised at how fast the guy goes. 


himself, present at the event, seemed 
more than pleased. Good to see a 
sponsor interested in something besides 
stadium motocross and flattrack racing, 
isn’t it? 

As a variation from the ‘‘normal”’ 
DDMC GP fare of sportsman classes 
run under an AMA District 37 sanction, 
the club held a Salute to the Pioneers 
race, held to honor (and let people see 
racing) some of the riders, industry 
people and heroes who’ve made the 
Diggers Grand Prix the classic it’s 
become. 

The Pioneers race was won, appropri- 
ately enough, by Dick Mann, who’s 
certainly a pioneer of American motor- 
cycle racing. ‘‘Bugs’’ has won the AMA 
Grand National Championship (before 
it was called the Camel Pro Series), 
ridden the ISDT, won motocross races, 
every other kind of races, and probably 
has more ‘‘pure-fun’’ cow-trailing 
miles than anybody else on Earth. 
The only thing was that ‘‘Bugs’’ didn’t 
ride a BSA, the brand he’s most 
famous on. Instead, he rode a 500cc 
four-stroke Yamaha in a frame of his 
own design/manufacture. 

The other variation from the ‘‘norm”’ 
was a professional class, which ran a 
two moto format for a $5000 Coors 
purse. As it was an open weekend for 
the Trans-AMA series, it was expected 
that more Nationally-ranked riders 
would ride the event, but you could 
hardly fault the quality and caliber of 
the racing. The Pro win went to local 
rider ‘‘Goat’’ Breker, aboard a 
Husqvarna, who took both moto wins. 

Other big winners of the weekend 
included Husqvarna off-road racing star 
Larry Roeseler, who handily: won the 
500cc Expert/Junior event, as well as 
finishing sixth in the 125cc Expert 
event. Ms. Sue Fish, the lady racer 
who makes it a regular practice to 
compete against and usually beat 
the guys, won the Women’s race and 
was fifth in the 125 Experts. One of 
these days, Yamaha sponsored Fish is 
going to get the recognition she 
deserves as a very good motorcycle 
racer, instead of a ‘‘just’’ good looking 
lady racer. She does go fast! 

The amazing thing about the Dirt 
Diggers GP is the sheer number of 
entries. There were hundreds (Heck 
there were over a hundred riders in the 
Old-Timers class alone, all from one 
club and all wearing the same Jerseys). 
Really, it’s not that amazing, since the 
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whole Digger philosophy and reasoning 
is for the whole family to have fun at 
the races and on motorcycles. For 
example the pits were jammed with 
campers and motor homes, for a fun 
and occasionally riotous weekend. 
There was even a wedding in the pits 
on Saturday night! And lots of 
Coors beer. 

Besides all that, there was some 
dynamite motorcycle racing! And that’s 
basically what the Dirt Diggers are 
there for. ¥: 


Ms. Sue Fish was top lady of the 
weekend, winning the Women’s class 
and finishing fifth in the 125cc 

Expert class. 
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Top Expert finisher was Team Husky’s Larry Roeseler, who 
convincingly won the 500 Expert class. 
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Second-place finisher in the Salute to the Pioneers was Mike Goodin, 
promoter of the Superbowl of Motocross and Anaheim Stadium supercross races. 
Mike rode a Husky Automatic. š 





A man and his dog! This is John 
McCown and Kookie Jr. They rode the 
Senior Division, finishing ninth 

in the event. 


The Dirt Diggers MC philosophy has 
always been to fully involve the whole 


family in motorcycling sport. This tyke 


is well on his way to a future Pioneer 
Town winners circle. 
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PROVISIONAL RESULTS 


100 COMBO 


. Craig Egerman/Exp. ...........2200 Honda 


2. Charlie Hamill Jr./Exp. 
. Joe Lockhart/Exp. .......... 


. John Rudder/Nov. 
-Greg Hamilton/Nov. ......... 
Me LUDALAIMN: de iarcisls wig eisisiwisioleinteis efcyerns 


. Dale Holcomb/Am. .... 


. Steve Webb/Exp 


. John Langhammer/Nov. . 


FADOMILVON/EXD sate osc sci ATE ee Suzuki 


125 NOVICE 


1 


Danny Westergaard 


2. Brad Nevins 


3. Gerald Fasold ... 
4. Stirling Hopson 

5. Dave Stewart ... 
6. Bill Peterson . 

7. 
8 
9 
10 


Chris Duncan 


. Clarke Coleman 
. David Schoenky ... 
. Shawn Tullis 


125 AMATEUR 


. Mark Dooley 


2. Chris Hackman . 


. RonMcRee... 
. Mark Sirota .. 
. Steve Vincze .. 
. Robin Busse .. 
. Carey Steiner . 
. Phil Gorgone . 
. Bill Boyer .... 
. Rick Davis 


125 EXPERT 


. Gregg Toyama 


2. Jeff Watts 


. Bill Barlow 

. Scott Carnahan . 
. Sue Fish 

. Larry Roeseler . 
. Kin Bates 

. George Luther 

. Dan Dobbins .. 

. Bob Rutten 


SIDEHACKS 


1. 
2. Duane McPowell/Richard L 
. Bart Crandell/Ron Stewart 


John Palfreyman/Joe Gardner 
Triumph 
Triumph 


. Robert Sanner/Charley Sanner 


. Bruce Butterfield/Phil Zemke ... 
. Ron Hall/Ken Meater 

. Mike Burns/Mike Burns Jr. .... 

. Ken Maler/Randy Langosh 


... Ducati 
Greeves 
.-. Yamaha 


. Glen Mitchell/Ron Seydel .... 


10. 


Ralph Whitney/Bob Golledge 


200 COMBO 


. Butch Darling/Exp. . 
2. Doug Nicol/Exp. .... 
. Mark Cook/Exp. .... 


. James O’Neal/Exp. . 


. Darren Kelsey/Exp. 
. James Vincent/Exp. 
. Kevin Scofield/Nov.... 


. David Wasden/Jr. 
. Bill Holmes/Nov. . 


Yamaha 
.. Husqvarna 


. Ron Holst/Exp... 


250 NOVICE 


. Jeff Karr 
2. Michael Hair 
. Pat Green 
. Tommy Flanagan 
. Jeff Vaughn 
. John Mittendorf .. 
. Gregory J. Brown . 
. Eddy Kissell 


. Henry Taylor 
. Denny Vorndran 


.... Bultaco 
Yamaha 


250 AMATEUR 


T 
2. Brad Anderson .... 
. George Robbins 

. Kirk Harris 

. Skip Smith .. 

. Rodney Zeliff .. 

. Curt Jensen 


SMONAMARW 


Bultaco 
Husqvarna 
. Yamaha 
. Yamaha 

.. Ossa 


Brad McLeod 


Larry Thompson 


. Mark Dandoy 
. Rick Roetle 


Husqvarna 


250 EXPERT 


1. Danny Sanchez 
2. Bob Rutten 

. Larry Watkins 
. Tim Walker 

. Fred Griego ... 
. Steve Bebeck 

. Bruce Ogilvie 

. Bill Tarling 
Jeff Springman 
. Brian Wright 


SMWMNAMNRW 
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500 NOVICE 


1. Michael Hair 

. Eric Burney 

. John Wozniak 
Mark Force 

. Rocky Hulsh 

Gale Tyler 

Jim Caspary 

. Michael Goodwin .. 
. Steve Harper 

. Jerry Beaman 


SCONAMERWN 


= 


DISTRICT 37 SENIORS 


1. Earl Roeseler/Exp 
. Dick Camp/Exp. 


. Bruce Lewellyn/Exp. .. 
. Earl Carpenter/Exp. .. 


. Gary Deckert/Nov. .. 


. Charlie Morris/Exp.... 
. Francis Christensen/Exp. . 


. Richard Burley/Exp 


Harley-Davidson 


sees RMC 
Yamaha 


Harley-Davidson 


Husqvarna 


Yamaha 
. Husqvarna 


.. Suzuki 
.... Maico 

. Husqvarna 
+++. Yamaha 


Husqvarna 
++». Yamaha 


Yamaha 
Husqvarna 


. John McCowen & Kookie Jr/Exp. 


10. Wayne Lumbattis/Nov 


500 JUNIOR/EXPERTS 
1. Larry Roeseler/Exp. 


2. Craig Adams/Exp. ...... 
. Dave Caspary/Exp. ... 


. Wayne Martin/Exp... 
. John Fero/Exp. 

. Tim Sarian/Exp. 
Mark Barnes/Exp.... 
. Andy Bolander/Exp. 

. Butch Darling/Exp. .. 


3 
4 
5 
6. 
7. 
8 
9 
0. 


1 


PIONEERS 


. Dick Mann 

. Michael Goodwin 

. Bryon Farnsworth 
. Jerry Willingham .. 
. Bill Friant ... 

. Blackie Lewis .. 

. Larry Earhart. 

. DonSurplier ... 

. Daniel Kline ... 
Kasey Rogers 


SerCwmusMawn- 
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WOMEN’S 


1. Sue Fish 

. Carey Steiner .. 

. Dawn Grant 

. Cherry Stockton . 

. Diane Harman 

. M. Thunderpussy .. 
. Dawn Palement.. 

. Patti Newman ... 

. Lisa Christensen ... 
. Kelly Caspary 


CODON AMA WH 
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VINTAGE 


1. Chuck Cummings 
. John Barnes.... 

Frank Brewer .. 

. Bill De Michele . 

. Bill Hair, Sr. . 

. Phil Haskell .. 

. Ed Ogden .... 

. Neil Anderson .. 

. Tim Henderson . 

. Pat Coghlan 


Sweananawn 


= 


PROFESSIONAL 


1. Goat Breker 1-1 

. Ken Zahrt 3-2 

. Danny Chandler 2-3 .. 
. Tony Wanket 5-4 

. Gary Denton 6-5 ... 

. John Hateley 4-8 . 

. Dennis Brand 8-6 .. 
John Atwood7-9 .. 

. Shawn Kelly 14-7 .. 

. Jim Hoover 12-11 





Swemnanawn 


= 





. Wayne Allen/Jr. ........ 


Husqvarna 


E RA ONS KTM 


E ATN Yamaha 


Yamaha 

.. Husqvarna 
. Kawasaki 
... Bultaco 
Bultaco 


Greeves 
Suzuki 


.. Yamaha 
+... Yamaha 
. Husqvarna 
«+s. Yamaha 

.... Honda 


Husqvarna 


... Yamaha 
. Montesa 


--. Yamaha 
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Texan Steve Stackable cornering 
his bright red works Maico. 











DeCoster’s holding his own 


TRAMS Gay" Z7 


ell, sports fans, it looks 

pretty much like Roger D. 

is going to take his fourth 

consecutive Trans-AMA 
Series Championship back home to Bel- 
gium with him. This year, he’s been 
pushed all the way, but DeCoster’s forte 
is coming through when the pressure’s 
on, and that’s exactly what the master 
has done. 


Series points leader Roger DeCoster, 
well on his way to a fourth consecutive 
Trans-AMA Championship title. In 

this photo, by the way, Roger is not 
landing after a jump. A deep rut pitched 
the rear wheel up just as he’s coming 
into a corner. This is the Dallas track 

« that everybody said was too smooth! 


Last month we brought you up to date 
on the early rounds of the ’77 Trans- 
AMA series, and at that point, Roger 
had the series points lead (after four 
races) but Yamaha’s Bob Hannah was 
pushing. In fact, several other American 
riders (Jim Pomeroy, Marty Smith, Brad 
Lackey and Tommy Croft) were all 
within striking distance. 

Since then, DeCoster had given him- 
self a little more breathing room, and 
Honda star Marty Smith has displaced 


This is definitely an accident shaping 
up! First moto, first turn at Dallas. 
Gary Semics (5) out of shape, takes out 
Lackey (32) and several other guys. 
DeCoster (104) and Karsmakers (15) 
trying to squeeze past. Everybody else 
is waiting to see what’s gonna happen. 





Hannah in the runner-up position. The 
other top names in the standings remain 
the same, with a little shuffling of order. 

We left the Trans-AMA series after 
the race at Red Bud Track ’N Trail in 


Buchanan, Michigan. That event was. 


DeCoster’s poorest performance to date, 
as he finished seventh overall in the 
snow, sleet, rain and extreme cold of the 
Michigan area. 

This month we rejoin the series in St. 
Peters, Missouri. For a change, the 





weather was fairly pleasant. 

At St. Pete, Roger reminded every- 
body that he’s the guy to watch by taking 
the overall win and “wearing out” Bob 
Hannah in the process. After the race, 
Hannah commented that even though he 
felt he was in pretty good shape, “I 
guess I’m not as fit as Roger. He just 
wore me out.” 

Hannah took the first moto win, with 
Roger second. The two exchanged places 
in the second moto, which gave DeCoster 











Photos by Tom Beesley and Steve Reyes... 
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the overall win. But both came away 
from Missouri with 47 more points added 
to the tally, so the gap remained only 
eight points wide. 

DeCoster and Hannah opened the 
points standings up pretty wide in this 
race. Honda’s Marty Smith was the only 
rider within close striking distance of the 
lead, too. The battle between DeCoster 
and his challengers was the closest since 
the inaugural year of the Trans-AMA 
Series (1970), when Englishman Dave 


Nicoll edged his BSA teammate John 
Banks for the championship by only 
15 points. 

In the first moto at St. Peters, Hannah 
was totally in control of the whole scene. 
The young Yamaha charger beat De- 
Coster by a full 12 seconds, a feat which 
had some people saying that Hannah 
certainly could, and probably would. 
take DeCoster’s Trans-AMA crown. 
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DeCoster got his own back in the 
second moto, when he ‘“‘merely” applied 
himself a little harder and came home 


nearly 20 seconds in front of Hannah. . 


Hannah tuckered himself out trying to 
keep up with the five-time World Cham- 
pion from Belgium. DeCoster seemed to 
be conveying the message to Hannah that 
“Don’t get too cocky. I’m still ‘The 
Man.’”’ 


Marty Smith finished a solid third in | 


the event, with a pair of fourth place 





finishes. His teammate, Tommy Croft, 
was third in the first moto. The 250cc 
National Champion Tony DiStefano 
(Team Suzuki) was third in the second. 
The Trans-AMA series left Missouri 
heading south to Texas, where the next 
event was scheduled for Rabbit Run 
Motocross Raceway, just adjacent to the 
freeway heading north out of Dallas. 
You'd have to call Rabbit Run a sort 





of unusual race track, in that it’s com- 
pletely on a flat piece of ground. About 
as much elevation change at this track as 
there is on the average pool table. 

The jumps, berms and obstacles on 
the track are all very much man-made. 
Lots of tractor work goes on at Rabbit 
Run. 

It’s a track that’s either liked very 
much, or hated. Consensus amongst 
competitors seemed to be that the track 
was too smooth and not challenging 
enough. We refrain from passing judge- 
ment. The race DID turn out to be very 
interesting and close fought, though, 
whatever the riders thought of the track. 

DeCoster came out of the Texas week- 
end with a boost in the points standings, 
as a result of his taking the overall win, 
coupled with some bad luck for Bob 
Hannah in the first moto. Hannah had 
(among other problems) a flat tire, so did 
not finish that first moto. 

DeCoster wheelied his RN400 works 
Suzuki into the lead on the fifth lap, 
after squeezing past a hard battling Kent 
Howerton and Tommy Croft. Roger had 
it sewed up, but the two runners-up 
closed to close behind in the closing laps 
of the moto. 

Howerton and Croft were really going 
at it for second and third, when they were 
joined in battle by Gaylon Mosier and 


Currently running in the runner-up 
spot behind DeCoster is Team Honda 
star Marty Smith. 


“*Hurricane’’ Bob Hannah has been 
battling with DeCoster for the series 
lead all season, lost the runner-up 
position to arch rival Smith in the 
next-to-last round. 


canst si 


Danny LaPorte. The four were soon so 
busy running into each other that they 
didn’t notice Tony DiStefano sneaking 
into the battle. 

The whole bunch ran around for lap 
after lap, until Tony D. made a mistake. 
He thought Howerton was going to run 
into him, switched his line and ran into 
the fence. By the time he got straight- 
ened out, he’d lost that close knit group. 








In the last laps of the moto, Marty 
Smith moved up to pass Mosier, but the 
surprise was that DiStefano really got on 
the gas after his crash and finished 
fourth behind Roger D., Howerton and 
Croft. 

The start of the second moto fooled a 
bunch of people, including DeCoster. 
Said Roger, “The gate dropped about 
five seconds too soon. The referee hadn’t 
even turned the signal board sideways, 
and the gate was already down. I hadn’t 
even put my bike in gear yet.” 

Brad Lackey got the jump. and the 
starting line lead, but Bob Hannah was 
close behind. Hannah, who’s notorious 
for lousy parts, said “The mixed up 
timing on the gate didn’t bother me. I 
watch the gate for when it actually drops, 
not the referee or a stopwatch.” 

Three riders got tangled up in the 
second turn. One was Howerton, who 
wanted to put on a good performance for 
his home state crowd in one of his last 
rides for Husqvarna. 

Hannah didn’t get around “Bad 
Brad” Lackey until the third lap, but 


Team Honda’s Brad Lackey is currently 
fourth in the standings. 


In the first moto at Dallas’ Rabbit Run 
Motocross Park, Husky’s Kent 
Howerton and Honda’s Tommy Croft 
battled for the lead and then for 
runner-up after DeCoster got past them 
both. Croft is currently in fifth place in 
the standings, Howerton in 10th after 
problems for much of the series. 


once past, he set sail, riding in his usual 
“semi-kamikaze”’ style. Parts of the race 
track were like ice, after rains started 
and thoroughly slicked down grass 
portions of the circuit. Lackey finished 
second behind Hannah, with DiStefano 
third. DeCoster was fourth. The first 
moto win and the fourth gave Roger D. 
the overall, with DiStefano second with a 
fourth and a third. Hannah finished way 
down in the results after a first moto 
crash and subsequent flat tire. 

The Dallas win gave DeCoster a bit of 
breathing space in the points standings, 
but Hannah didn’t give up. He did 
concede that “If I can’t win the series, 
Roger deserves to. Some of us might be 
able to beat him on occasion, but we 
can’t match him for his absolute skill, 
control and cunning.” 

After Dallas, the series held off for a 
week to give riders ample time to get to 
the next event, way up in the Pacific 
Northwest at Puyallup Raceway near 
Seattle. At the unique Puyallup track, 
Roger D. lost the battle, but all but won 
the whole war. DeCoster was second 
overall in Washington, behind Team 
Honda’s 500cc National Champion 
Marty Smith, who won both motos. 

It wasn’t all easy for Smith, as he came 
the closest he’s ever come to crashing, 
without crashing. On the last lap, he 
missed a shift and came down heavily on 


POP CYCLING/53 








| 
j 
| 
j 
{ 








Suzuki’s Tony DiStefano compresses 
his suspension just about as much 
as it'll go. 


the front end. He said (with relief) after 
the race that if it had happened in the 
early part of the moto, he probably 
would have crashed, but he knew he had 
to save it that late in the moto. 

Smith did fairly well dominate the first 
moto, leading from wire to wire. He set 
out looking cool and calm, only to have 
teammate Tommy Croft catch up with 
him in the second half of the moto and 
nearly get around. When Croft tried to 
pass Smith, the two collided and Smith 
nearly went down. After that, Croft 
backed off, as he didn’t want to be 
responsible for knocking Smith out 
of the lead. 

At the start, DeCoster and Hannah 
were digging their way through the 
Puyallup sand trying to overcome bad 
starts. They were running right together, 
picking their way through traffic, and 
ran together more than once. DeCoster 
muttered something about Hannah 
being so wild, after Hannah had run into 
him knocking Roger’s Suzuki out of 
gear. Hannah countered with a remark 
that ‘‘DeCoster isn’t so perfect either. 
He’ll knock you off in a turn quicker 
than anybody, including Weinert.” 

Back up front the Honda machine was 
dominating, with Smith leading a red, 
white and blue freight train across the 
finish line. Second went to Croft, third to 
Pomeroy and fourth to Lackey. DeCoster 
was fifth and Hannah sixth. 

The second moto started off just about 
like the first, with Smith getting the 
hole-shot. DeCoster got a better start this 
time though, and was soon running 
well up. Into the moto a few laps, he 
started falling backwards as Croft started 


As tuner Minoru Harada holds his bike 
and helmet at the starting gate, 
DeCoster ponders the upcoming event. 


54/POP CYCLING 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6. 
Te 
8. 
9. 


1977 TRANS-AMA SERIES POINTS STANDINGS 
(After seven events) i 


Roger DeCoster (Suzuki) 285 points 


. Marty Smith (Honda) 4 
. Bob Hannah (Yamaha) 

. Brad Lackey (Honda) 

. Tommy Croft (Honda) 


Jim Pomeroy (Honda) 

Tony DiStefano (Suzuki) 
Danny LaPorte (Suzuki) 
Steve Stackable (Maico) 


. Kent Howerton (Husqvarna) 

. Gaylon Mosier (Maico) 

. Rick Burgett (Yamaha) 

. Gary Semics (Kawasaki) 

. Marty Tripes (Harley-Davidson) 
. Steve Wise (Suzuki) 

. Jim Ellis (Can-Am) 

. Andre Mahlerbe (Belgium, KTM) 
. Gerrit Wolsink (Holland, Suzuki) 
. Pierre Karsmakers (Yamaha) 

. Rex Staten (Harley-Davidson) 


Ca 








catching up. 

Croft was really on the gas at Puyallup, 
but it was a costly display of hard riding. 
The effort caused the spokes in his rear 
wheel to break, dropping the hard charg- 
ing Californian out of the moto. The 
same fate befell Pomeroy later in the 
moto. 

About halfway through, DeCoster 
finally got started charging, but he 
waited a little too long. At the checkered 
flag, Marty Smith was ahead by just a 
few feet over RD. 

The overall win was good enough to 
boost Smith into the runner-up place in 
the standings behind DeCoster, whose 
second placing kept him well up in the 
tally. Hannah was fourth overall in 
Puyallup, behind Lackey, to hang on for 
third in the standings. 

Next month we'll go to the Trans- 
AMA Series finale at Sears Point, Cali- 
fornia, as well as take a good look at the 
250cc Support Class in this series. That 
class has provided its own share of 
drama, close racing and interesting 
developments È 










































As Danny LaPorte stalls his engine, 
Suzuki teammate Tony DiStefano 
gets by on the inside. 


Tommy Croft’s pulled off a number of 
very good rides in this Trans-AMA 
series. If he ever gets everything 
completely together at one time, he’s 
going to be even more of a force for 
everybody else to reckon with. He’s 
currently fifth in standings. 
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Action photos by John Bethea 


By Tom Beesley 


usqvarna, as you’re prob- 
ably aware, wins a large 
share of off-road and desert 
races in this country. The 
Swedish brand is virtually the king of 
Baja racing, with such riders as Mitch 
Mayes, Larry Roeseler, Jack Johnson, 
Rolf Tibblin and J.N. Roberts helping 
establish and cement that reputation. 
As a direct result of those (and others, 
of course) riders, Husqvarna has always 
sold a goodly portion of its total number 
of imports to desert/off-road racers. 
There are a lot of Huskys out in the 
boonies these days. 


OR (rather than his familiar WR) in the 
ISDT in Czechoslovakia. 

Husqvarna has long felt the need for a 
bike that could be ridden successfully in 
the desert. To fit that bill, they needed 
something about halfway between the 
CR model, which is the close ratio moto- 
crosser, and the WR, wide ratio enduro 
machine. Since most of the desert riding 
in this country is in southern California, 
the bike also had to comply with 
California noise regulations so that the 
consumer could acquire the dreaded 
“Green Sticker.” 

The company has manufactured the 


ago with the entire Husqvarna desert 
racing crew, including team chief Dean 
Goldsmith and riders Larry Roeseler, 
Jack Johnson, Scott Harden and Brent 
Wallingsford, and put together a concept 
for the bike they wanted. Out of that 
meeting came the basic idea for the OR 
model, and the features it carries. 
Getting right down to specifics, we'll 
tell you that in essence, the OR is a 
middle-ground motorcycle. It combines 
the ideal features of both the CR and the 
WR models. One of the main areas of 
compromise is in the gearbox, as the first 
three gears are low ones from the wide 
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Further, as a result of those sales 
figures, Husqvarna decided to build a 
model geared even more specifically to 
the off-road rider/racer. The bike, 
designated from the beginning as OR 
(for Off-Road, what else?), was originally 
intended primarily for desert-type riding. 
It’s turned out, though, that the model is 
one of the most versatile in Husqvarna’s 
whole lineup, and it’s finding a great deal 
of use not only among desert racers, but 
eastern enduro riders as well. For 
instance, Dick Burleson elected to use an 
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WR model in the past, and it was aimed 
primarily at the enduro market. They 
found, however, that the model wasn’t 
really up to the job in the desert. Riders 
were buying CR models which didn’t 
comply with the noise regs, and which 
weren't ideally suited to desert terrain 
riding. So rather than sell motorcycles 
which people were illegally using in the 
desert, Husqvarna decided to come up 
with a bike specifically designed for that 
segment of the market. 

Husky engineers sat down a over a year 


ratio WR system. The top three are from 
the high-speed CR. What you end up 
with is a very high speed racer with 
enough low-end power to plonk around 
the rocks like you were on a trials bike. 

The bike comes fitted with Curnutt 
shock absorbers, which are currently the 
best and most reliable available for 
desert racing. The 16-inch units are 
identical to those that Goldsmith puts on 
the team desert/Baja machines. Travel is 
9% inches on the rear. 

The front forks are Husky’s own 


design, and they’ve always been pretty en 
good in the desert. Now, there are no 
complaints at all. Travel up there is 9⁄2 
inches. 

With that, Husky has pretty much got 
the suspension package they wanted. 

The frame is basically the CR moto- 
cross type, but Husky had feedback that 
the steering-head angle was too steep to 
go fast with safety and comfort in the 
desert. So they changed the angle about a 
degree, making it 31.5 degrees now. 

The frame has also had a rock guard 
added underneath to protect the bottom 
of the engine from nasties. 
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Left side of OR shows newly designed kickstart lever, a welcome change. Pipe 
lacks heat shield but the only person we heard complain was riding in blue 
jeans—didn’t ever bother us while wearing leathers (even nylon “leathers”). Seat is 
well shaped and fairly comfortable. 





Gas tank size is three gallons, which is 
more than adequate. Baja racers will 
want to go with bigger tanks, since 
they’re going much greater distances 
between stops. Most of us will be content 
with the three-gallon job. Gear spacing 
keeps the engine from being overly N 
thirsty, so you’ll get a lot of miles in on A 
that tank full. Husky did experiment Š 
with a four-gallon tank, but that size A photo of what makes the OR an all-new motorcycle. New engine cylinder, 
made the bike too hard to maneuver. The gearbox that brings lowest gears from the wide-ratio enduro machine, top three 
three-gallon tank is adequate for the vast from close-ratio motocrosser. Double-wall exhaust pipe is super-quiet. Gas tank 
majority of riders. holds three gallons, plenty for anything except Baja. 
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Husky’s prime concern was making 
the bike quiet enough to comply with 
California’s Green Sticker noise regula- 
tions. To reach that goal, they machined 
the gears with very close tolerances to 
minimize gearbox rattle. They’re still 
straight-cut gears, which are noisier than 
helical cuts, but the factory elected to 
stick with the more efficient straight- 
cut gears. 

The exhaust pipe is a neat double-wall 
design with fiberglass packing between 
the walls. On the end is a Skyway 
silencer/spark arrestor, also required for 
much of California’s forest riding. ‘The 
end result of the engine/pipe effort 
toward quietness is a very pleasant 86 dB 
(A). Why can’t all race bikes be so quiet? 

As we mentioned, the gear spacing is 
ideal for desert riding. The first three 
gears are from the WR and the top three 
from the CR. The result is exactly what 
the team riders said they wanted. Even 
Malcolm Smith said that the bike was 
just about perfect for every kind of 
riding. 

Malcolm even said that he thought the 
motocross riders should be riding OR 
models, since the lower gears made the 
bike so “mellow” coming out of corners, 
yet the top end was still there from the 
higher CR gearing. 

You have enough low gearing to get 
you out of rocks, off the side of a hill, out 
of deep sand, or whatever, without 
slipping the clutch. And you've still got 
gearing to go plenty fast. 

In fact, although we really appreciated 
the Curnutts, the powerful engine, the 
quietness and the usual Husqvarna 
quality, we liked those gear ratios best. 
That’s what really endeared the motor- 
cycle to us. 
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One of the things that makes us 
confident in Husqvarna motorcycles is 
this decal which comes attached to the 
rear fender of every bike. Fenders, by 
the way, are tough polypropylen; 
almost as good as Preston’s. 


Back to basics...The swingarm is 
brand new. It’s a big 40mm diameter 
item that is much stronger than the old 
one, yet weighs the same. The Curnutts 
mount about five inches in front of the 
axle and are laid at a fairly steep angle to 
the top of the frame. 

Ignition is a reliable and strong 
Motoplat CDI. There is a lighting coil 
already installed in case the OR owner 
wants to install lignting. Since Dick 
Burleson says that the OR is ideal for 


Two Day Reliability Trials, we suspect 
that there will be a majority of ORs with 
lights installed, not to mention those that 
find their way to Baja with all sorts of 
high-powered lights affixed. 

We already told you that the exhaust 
pipe is quiet, but it’s so un-noisy that just 
about all you notice in riding the bike is 
engine and chain noise. You really think 
that the chain is jangling a lot, since on 
most bikes you can’t hear it that well over 
the exhaust system. 

The steering head utilizes new Timken 
roller bearings. These bearings are the 
very best that money can buy or produce, 
and they’re adequately sealed in the head 
so as to be almost completely trouble- 
free. Don’t every worry about those 
bearings unless something is radically 
wrong with your motorcycle. 

Usual quality Husky components 
include high-pressure die-cast magne- 
sium crankcase, side covers, reed-valve 
housing and front and rear brake 
backing plates. The piston is forged, with 
a single chrome ring. 

The big end bearing is silver-plated, 
which is unique. There is a tremendous 
amount of load on the rod bearing, and 
silver is the best material to stand up to 
the abuse. Silver is a very expensive 
material, so you know that Husky wants 
to eliminate their old problem of burning 
out rods. Silver is the best material 
available to transfer heat yet endure the 
load imposed. 

The kickstarter is redesigned to make 
it virtually impossible to get your foot 
tangled between it and the footpeg. It 
folds in nicely out of the way, but folds 
out to enable you to miss the peg by a 
good distance. All we can say about the 
new design is... at last! 








Beefier new swingarm hangs beneath 
16-inch-long Curnutt shocks, the best 
in the business for off-road/ desert 
riding. Air filter is still easily accessible 
oiled-foam unit. 


The cylinder is new, with a pressed- 
in liner. So if you wear the thing out, you 
can bore it out to a third oversize (three 
re-bores) and then start all over again 
with a new cylinder liner. 

Carburetion is via 38mm Mikuni, 
which is another feature we applaud. 
Compared to other carbs, including the 
Bing that Husky’s always used, the 
Mikuni is simple and trouble-free. The 
carb feeds through reed valves to fairly 
mild cylinder porting, which greatly aids 
the wide powerband. 

Through that powerband, Husky has 
come up with a great motorcycle. It’s fast 
and powerful, yet all the horsepower is 
not of the peak variety. It’s spread nicely 
through the whole powerband, so the 
bike doesn’t stand on end as soon as you 
wick on the throttle. The factory has left 
all the extreme horsepower on the CR 
motocrosser. The OR, we repeat, was 
designed to be a bike that anybody can 
ride, for a whole day if he wants, without 
his arms dropping off just from holding 
on. The whole motorcycle was designed 
with that goal in mind. 

Make no mistake, though, this is a fast 
and powerful motorcycle. There is more 
horsepower than on last year’s CR. 

What Husqvarna has done is build a 
motorcycle that somebody besides Larry 
Roeseler or Chuck Sun can ride. You 
don’t have to be an expert and used to 
gobs and gobs of horsepower to ride the 
machine. This is, we think an ideal 
motorcycle for the novice desert/off-road 
racer. He can buy it and ride it just as 
fast as good sense or bravery dictates. As 
the rider progresses in skill and 
eventually comes to the point where he’s 
ready to compete head-to-head against 
Roeseler, Johnson, and the rest, he 
doesn’t have to rush out and buy another 
motorcycle. As we told you, Dick 
Burleson used an OR in the ISDT, 
Goldsmith and company came up with 
the basic concept for the desert, so who 
are you and I to demand something else? 

As you can imagine, Husqvarna 
doesn’t exactly give the motorcycle away. 
There’s a price tag of $1840 attached to 
the 250 OR. But for that, we’ll tell you 
point blank that you DO get a lot of 
motorcycle, and there’s always the 
thought that this might be the last 
motorcycle you ever have to buy. You 
might not need or want anything more. 

As far as availability, don’t worry 
about it. The bike should be in your 
dealer’s showroom by the time you read 
this, and Husky marketing man Bill 
Kniegge has assured us that there'll be 
sufficient quantities. Said Kniegge: 


Skyway spark arrestor/silencer on end 
of pipe helps keep sound level to only 
86 dB (A). 
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HUSKY 
250 OR 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE 


Engine type 

Bore and stroke,mm 
Displacement,cc 
Horsepower/rpm (claimed) 
Torque/rpm (claimed) 
Compression ratio 

Air filtration 

Carburetion 

Lubrication 

Ignition 


DRIVE TRAIN 


Transmission 
Clutch type 
Primary drive 
Final drive ratio 


6-speed, constant mesh 
Wet, multi-plate 


CHASSIS 


Chrome-moly, 
single downtube 
OverallilOngthainy. sc. chic sos ase TAa ope 85 
Seat height, in 
Ground clearance, in. 

WV NEOIDASS RIM iin aroe na a moais e ETAS 57.4 
Weight as tested, Ibs 
FR/RR wt. bias, Ibs 
Tires, front 


Chassis type 


Trelleborg 3.00 x 21 
Trelleborg 4.50 x 18 


16-inch Curnutt shocks 
9.6 inches 
Husqvarna, leading axle 
9.5 inches. 


Transmission 

(5) Ratios 

(5) Operation 

Suspension 

(5) Front 

(5) Rear 

Brakes 

(5) Effectiveness 

(5) Waterproofing 
Handling 

(5) Low-speed maneuverability ... 
(5) High-speed stability 
Comfort 

(5) Sitting 

(5) Standing 

Miscellanea 

(5) Quality of craftsmanship 
(5) Instrumentation 

(5) Noise level 


100 pts. Overall Rating 
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“Last year, we ran out of new machines 
in May. We don’t plan to run out in 
1978.” 

In summary, we say that unless all you 
do is enduros or motocross, you should 
give fair consideration to a Husky OR. If 
you are strictly into one of those two 
categories, you should opt for the CR 
motocrosser or wait a few months for the 
latest WR enduro machine (which will 
come with lights, but won’t be sold in 
California since the lights are “‘only” 
enduro legal, not California legal). 

As far as our test 250 OR, we’ll tell you 





that we’ve ridden it a lot, under a wide 
variety of conditions. It’s a fun 
motorcycle to ride, and one that’s pretty 
easy to go fast (or slow) on. It’s very 
versatile (which is what we’ve been trying 
to tell you all this time) for just about any 
type of riding or racing. 

And you do still get that European, 
“Old-World” quality craftsmanship and 
precision. That’s worth a lot in itself. 


The all-new Husqvarna 250 OR has 
classic Husky styling. Tank is familiar 
bright red. A lot of motorcycle here, 
even for suggested retail price of $1840. 








INSIDE EUROPE 





engines, 7/8-inch-diameter tubing is 
used for the main frame, but that 
meaty power on the Yamaha requires 
l-inch tubing for the same job. A 
Cheney frame and swinging arm weighs 
about 22 pounds. 

One noticeable fact on a Cheney 
frame is that it uses a tubular swinging 
arm, well supported with gusseting, 
instead of the currently fashionable 
box section unit. ‘‘You'll never beat 
decent tubing for strength,’’ opines 
Cheney. ‘‘I have a feeling that the move 
to box section units only came about 
because the Japanese used inferior 
quality tubing on swinging arms when 
they first got into motocross.”’ 

Cheney claims that his products, 
whether bought in frame kit form or 
as complete machines, are competitive 
in price with production two-stroke 
motocross irons. ‘‘An XT500 can be 
bought in a crate in England for £625. 
My frame kit costs £405 including 
taxes. By the time the buyer has sold 
off the parts from the XT500 that are 
not needed on a motocrosser, he’s got 
a brand new machine for about 

1000.” And that, indeed, is about the 
price at which many of the European 
and Japanese two-strokes are sold for 
new in the UK. A complete Cheney 
rolling chassis, minus only the power 
unit and its accessories, goes for £ 835, 
while a complete Cheney Honda, 
including the £100 conversion to 450cc, 
sells for £1460. 

He also offers an up-dating service 
for his older BSA frames. Fitting a 
longer swinging arm and modifying the 
swinging arm location and the upper 
suspension mount provides about the 
same suspension movement at the rear 
end as do his latest frames—11 inches 
on the cantilever Honda and 10.5 inches 
on the Yamaha. Cheney also makes his 
own handlebars, tanks, side panels, 
air filter boxes and seats. 

Cheney’s fund of intriguing motocross 
memories goes back some three 
decades. From 1951 to 1956, he formed 
an international team with the great 
Les Archer. In the final year of their 
partnership, Archer won the S00cc 
European championship—the series 
that became the world championship 
the following season—on a Norton 
special, a bike that used the famed 
double overhead camshaft, Manx 
Norton road-racing engine. 

Cheney built the first of his own 
frames in 1962 around a 500 AJS motor 
for a rider named Ken Cleghorn, who 
took the bike to New Zealand and 
enjoyed considerable success with it. 
Cheney also began preparing the bikes 
of Frank Underwood and Jerry Clayton, 
two riders with big motocross reputa- 


tions in the south of England in those 
years. Other riders began asking for 
his services, and Cheney’s reputation 
as a tuner and frame specialist was 
growing. 

Another breakthough came when 
Cheney spotted a youngster named 
Jerry Scott. He liked the boy’s riding, 
but thought his machinery was poor, 
so Cheney took him under his wing. 
He built a lightweight frame for Scott’s 
BSA Gold Star, and in the mid-’60s 
took the bold step of entering both 
Scott and Keith Hickman in the GPs. 
The small team gained notable success, 
but as so often happens with forceful 
but low-budget enterprises, Cheney’s 
riders were bought out (by the BSA 
factory team, in this instance). 

From there on, Cheney devoted more 
time to turning out replicas of his 
frames, and in 1967 and 1968, got 
involved with American ISDT efforts. 
“I was already friendly with Bud 
Ekins,’’ recalls Cheney. ‘‘They were 
getting their bikes from the Triumph 
factory and wanted someone to look 
after the final sorting out, so they asked 
me. They all stayed here—Steve 
McQueen slept over there,’’ says 
Cheney, pointing to the lounge floor 
of his bungalow. 

In 1971, Cheney picked up the Manu- 
facturer’s Award in the ISDT when the 
British Trophy team used his frames 
wrapped around triumph engines; and 
in 1973, he won the 500cc British moto- 
cross championship when John Banks 
rode a BS0-engined Cheney to the title. 
That same year, Banks rode the Cheney 
to second place in the U.S. GP. 

So Cheney has tasted plenty of 
success—but one ambition still lingers 
in the back of his mind. He would still 
like to win a motocross GP. Not a 
motocross world championship, note, 
for this man is a realist who appreciates 
the impossibility of a one-person 
organization competing against massive 
factories. But Cheney feels that even in 
these days of massive Japanese 
commitment to motocross, it’s possible 
for the small man to develop a fully 
competitive bike by modifying a 
production engine and fitting it into a 
specialist chassis—just as the Torsten 
Hallman/Steffan Eneqvist/Sten Lundin 
trio have done for Aberg. 

“I wouldn't attempt to sign a big- 
name rider because I couldn't afford 
to operate like that. I'd go for a young 
rider who hadn't yet been taken on by 
a factory,” he says. 

It’s a tall ambition, and a GP win is 
something that not even Alan Clews’ 
much bigger CCM operation has yet 
been able to achieve. But with Cheney’s 
past record, it’s not a totally unthink- 
able feat if he could come up with a 
sponsor to underwrite just some of the 
costs. And if it happened. small would 
really become beautiful. & 
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This was an incredible advantage. 
Because I was a total novice; your basic 
squid. And as such, I was always ready 
to demo that I was not (and prove that 
I was). Naturally I hung around with a 
bunch of fast guys. (Who doesn’t?) 
Naturally they knew I was a turkey. 
Of course they would invite me to ride 
with them, go absolutely as fast as they 
could, stop and watch me blunder 
through. 

I was so bad that I didn’t even know 
that I wasn’t as good as they were. 

So I tried to go as fast as they did. 
I was so dumb that when they went 


. around trees with both wheels drifting, 


or when they spent a hundred yards 
on the front wheel after hitting 
something too hard, I thought they 
were doing it deliberately because it 
was fun. 

I wanted to do it too. 

But I couldn’t. 

The damn Kawasaki was too slow. 

They’d jump 20-foot ditches. I 
couldn’t, but only because the bike was 
too slow, of course. So I’d go the long 
way around and meet them repairing 
broken wheels or bandaging up 
someone’s arm, laughing madly. 
They’d tell me it was just a freak 
accident, never happen again in a 
million years. Yet it happened every 
weekend. And I still didn’t catch on. 
I still wanted to be just like them. 

Couldn’t though; bike wasn’t fast 
enough. 

That Kawasaki took care of me. It 
wasn't about to let me do anything 
really dumb. 

So I got rid of it. 

That was about the time I got 
interested in motocross. I put every 
cent I had into a real racer. I put every 
cent I might possibly have in the 
immediate future into it. I came up 
with quite a bit (Now I wish I’d bought 
seven shares of Polaroid; it’s tripled 
since then, split 2 for 1 twice and 3 for 
1 once; which means that right now I 
could go out and buy a BMW R 1000; 
which is what I'd do.) 

But I bought the fastest thing on 
the block instead. It was a 125 Penton, 
and it was fast. I could blow off 360 DT 
Yamahas in drag races. I had every- 
thing on it and everything done to it. 
(E.C. Birt would have been proud 
of me.) 

Unfortunately, I bought it at the end 
of the season. And I thoroughly trashed 
it before the season started again. I 
had a great time falling off the back of 
it as I learned to ride it. But it was 
wratched-out by the time the MX 
season started. 

So it started taking care of me. It 

: Continued on page 66 
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1976 POPULAR CYCLING 


BACK ISSUES TO COMPLETE YOUR 
LIBRARY. 


$1.50 EAcH 


OR ... ORDER 3 AND GET 1 FREE! 





Back issues are jam-packed with tests, 
technical articles, racing stories and 
super color photos. If you missed a 
copy we have a few left for immediate 
shipment. Supplies limited. Order today. 
Help save your POPULAR CYCLING 
magazines and order a high quality vinyl 
binder with steel holders. Each binder 
holds 12 issues. 





104 — JANUARY ‘76. Gas Suspension for Yamaha's Monoshock; Tibblin Tells How to Get In 
Shape; Honda's '76 Production 250 MX'er; Four-Stroke Championships; Indy & San Jose Mile; 
Pro Motocross and More. 


105 — FEBRUARY '76. Testing Suzuki's MX Monster, RM370, Kawasaki KD175 Enduro; 
Yamaha's Best Mini, YZ 80C; Carb Tuning— Adjusting For Added Horsepower; Tons of Race 
Coverage. 


106 — MARCH ‘76. Trail Testing the Two Newest Enduros: Honda's MR 250 and Yamaha's XT 
500-C; All About Suspension — Springs & Oils; Plus On the Road With Team Suzuki; Husky's '76 
360 GP; The Fastest Non-Works 125 Racer. 


107 — APRIL t igo AW 250 and Suzuki RM 100; New Tricks: For Yamaha's YZ 125 
and YZ 80-C; Sore: Torano. Martin Lampkin. 


108 — MAY '76. Road Tests: Yamaha 125 MX, Bultaco Frontera; RM 250/350 Hop-Up; Bike 
Preparation with Malcolm Smith; Water-Cooled Heads for Your Dirt Bike. 


109 — JUNE '76. Super Tests: Bultaco 370 Pursang, Yamaha IT 400; How to Build a 116cc XR 
Honda; Build Gas Shocks— $9.95; Enduro-ize Your RM, True Wheels, Change a Wheel in 7 
Seconds! All About Suspension, Damper Rods and Fork Kits. 


110 — JULY '76. Road Tests: Montesa 125 MX Plus Husky's 360WR; Mind Prep: Racing With 
Your Brain; Super Power: 38mm Carb on a 125; Proper Tool Kits. 


111 — AUGUST '76. Tests Suzuki RM 125 Rocketship and Yamaha 400 Monoshock; Personali- 
ties: Bob Hannah, New MX Hero! Dave Mungenast, ISDT Star! Plus Tuning for Altitude. 


112 — SEPTEMBER '76. Road Tests:-250/370 Puch and Yamaha's YZ 100C; Hop-Up Suzuki's 
RM 125A; Gigantic Motocross Issue; Factory Racers Grand Prix Coverage. 


113 — OCTOBER '76. Race Testing Honda's 125; Riding the Pro Race Circuit on $300. World MX 
Coverage; Do-It-Yourself Wheel Lacing; 4-Minute Tire Changes. 


114 — NOVEMBER "76. Tests Husky's CR 125 and Honda's XL 125; How Exhaust Pipes Work; 
Suzuki's School of Motocross Plus Interviews with Rahier, Grossi and LaPorte. 


115 — DECEMBER ‘76. Tests 1977 Suzuki RM100; TM 100/125 Low-Buck Hop-Up. Protective 
Equipment Breakdown; How To Do Everything; Pro Motocross Finale. 


CLIP COUPON AND MAIL TODAY... 
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P.O. Box 49659 12301 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90049 Los Angeles, California 90025 
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mud and promoters that didn’t give a 
damn about the riders, but only about 
cleaning up the bucks. 
Steve Lapointe 
El Paso, Texas 


Thanks for the article on the NMA Rio 
Bravo Championships. The riders (1436 
of them, and my son among them) 
deserve praise for more than just 
enduring misery from rain, mud, 
unbearable heat and humidity. 

After qualifying for this national race 
in their eight home regions (not seven), 
they were forced to qualify again after 
traveling thousands of miles; and on 
top of that, every rider had to cough up 
an extra $10 “spectator fee” to watch 
himself race. | suppose. 

A plain $30 entry fee wouldn’t have 
provoked the ill feeling that the 
spectator fee did. We hosted an NMA 
qualifier in our Southwestern Region 
and my biggest concern was that we 
put on a safe and organized race, even 
though our club lost money on it. 

The comments of the promoters, in 
Houston regarding the rider spectator 
fee and any complaints in general were 
“Screw ’em, we're in this for the money. 
If they don’t like it, they can get the hell 
out.” Feelings and tempers ran so high 
between promoters and entrants/ 
parents that by Saturday afternoon it 
took 40 Houston city policemen and 
Harris County sheriff's deputies to 
stifle them. 

Enough annoyance. To this sort of 
treatment we say: Fair enough, NMA, 
count us out in 1978. 

Hank LaPointe, President 
Southwest Dirt Riders Assn. 
El Paso, Texas 


Where did Barbara Lehn get her 
information on the NMA Grand National 
Championship? Where does she get off 
making such heavily biased editorial 
comments? The articles that you 
publish are supposed to be reports of 
what occurred at the event, not lists of 
editorial comments, aren’t they? There 
are five glaring points of bias and, in 
some cases, error. 

Point #1—In paragraph 2, on page 53, 
Ms. Lehn states that “even though the 
Houstonians set up the course to their 
local riders’ advantage, Mother Nature 
had other plans.” Rio Bravo was no 
more set up for Texas riders than Indian 
Dunes was “set up” for California riders 
when NMA was held there. Ms. Lehn 
should see California tracks from a 
Texan’s view and watch how bad we get 
ripped off when we have to come out 
there to race. 

Point #2— Paragraph 12, page 54, has 
three gross errors in it. First, John 
Kelley, Shaun’s dad, does not and never 
has owned or had any part of owning 
Rio Bravo. Rio belongs to Red Walling. 
Second, Shaun does not “practice 
everyday” at Rio. He may practice 
frequently, but not at Rio Bravo. This 
may be verified by anyone who 
practices regularly at Rio. Third, Ms. 
Lehn states that Shaun would “not do 


Contains everything you need to 
know to be a winner. Action packed 
photos and easy-to-understand 
technical information on making 
you and your bike a winning team. 
This book discusses all the factors: 
front and rear suspension, changing 
crank length to fit the rider, choos- 
ing the right sprockets for the race 
course, selection of tires for the type 
of surface, frame modifications, 
safety equipment, rules and regula- 
tions, plus much much more! 


CLIP AND MAIL TODAY! 


To: ARGUS BOOKS pç. 
Box 49659 ee 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 


Į am enclosing $ 

for copies of “How to Win 
Bicycle Motocross” at $4.95 each. 
(Add 50¢ per item for shipping on 
orders under $15.00. California 
residents add 6% sales tax.) 

Please send to: 
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nearly as well, if he rode other tracks.” 
Ms. Lehn, check your records, Shaun 
has raced several NMA Championships 
on your rip-off California tracks and 
blown away your local ‘“Hot-shoes.” 

Point #3—Paragraph 18, page 54, 
says that Ron Henrickson called the 
races because “he didn’t want to run an 
expert championship race single file in 
the mud.” BULL! Mr. Henrickson was 
“sandbagged” by Ward’s crew and other 
Californians who were not good enough 
to ride in the mud, to stop the races, 
hoping for a dry track on Sunday that 
they thought they could dominate. 
Henrickson was “snowed” again when | 
personally and officially declared Lance 
Moorewood’s YZ250D to be illegal 
because he had a cylinder on it that, 
although the bike came out of the crate 
with it, was not available to the public 
at that time. That cylinder is only 
available for Yamaha’s factory MX team 
and some support riders. The NMA 
rules state that the bike and all parts 
must be available to the general public 
and that parts selection cannot be used 
to gain advantage over other stock 
bikes. In essence, that is just what was 
done in direct opposition to the rules, 
but Lance Moorewood still got a second 
place plaque. 

Point #4—Over 50 percent of the 
article was devoted to Ward, Dircks and 
Burnworth. Granted they are good 
riders, but if Ms. Lehn would have 
noticed, there were several hundred 
other riders entered and there were 
many good races during the event. 
Many of those riders were more 
deserving of coverage than Ward & Co. 
Articles like this are why so many kids 
who go to these events and ride their 
tails off will soon give up MX because 
they won but some California “Hot- 
Shoe” got all the publicity. 

Point #5— Obviously, Ms. Lehn has 
not been to an MX event with more than 
two riders. If she had, she would have 
known that scoring an MX event is not 
easy and that one in the mud is difficult 
at the very best. The scorekeepers at 
this event did as well or better than 
anyone anywhere—bar none! 

After reading her article, | could not 
let distorted, biased journalism like that 
to unchallenged. Writings like that only 
make matters worse in an MX world that 
has more than its share of problems 
and injustices already. 

Matt McKnight III 
Humble Yamaha 
Humble, Texas 


Since the staff of Popular Cycling 
cannot travel to each and every race 
event around the country, we use 
freelance contributors for a lot of our 
material. We screen our contributors 
closely to try to eliminate anyone not 
capable of performing to the standards 
of the magazine. 

Barbara Lehn is such a contributor. 
She travelled to Texas for the NMA 
Grand Nationals at great personal 
expense. At the race track, she 
presented herself to the organizers as a 
contributing reporter from this maga- 
zine and received absolutely no help or 


Continued on page 65 
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EXPRESSION 





assistance in the performance of her 
job covering that event. 

There are two sides to each story, Mr. 
McKnight, and while we hold Barbara 
Lehn accountable for errors and 
inaccuracies in her story, we also hold 
the Rio Bravo track and management at 
least partially responsible for not giving 
her any friendly assistance in gathering 
facts and information. 

While we are sure that the Texans 
don’t pàrticularly like the Californians 
(and vice versa, most likely), we do 
believe that any event that calls itself a 
National should be fully able to cope 
with numbers of people—from all parts 
of the country. We've heard from 
several sources that the Rio Bravo track 
management could have, to say the very 
least, been a great deal more cordial 
and receptive to out-of-state visitors to 
Houston. Why try to stick it in some- 
one and then break it off just because 
they’ve traveled a long way to your race 
track and have to pay what you demand 
rather than turn around and go home? 
Doesn't seem like much of a way to win 
friends and influence people, does it? 

On the other hand, Mr. McKnight, it 
was erroneous of us to cast aspersions 
on the abilities of such Texas riders as 
Shaun Kelley. Shaun is a very talented 
rider, as he proved recently when he 
traveled to California for several races, 
including the Dirt Diggers Grand Prix, 
covered elsewhere in this issue. _ 

... Our apologies to anyone 
affected by either the rio Bravo NMA 
race, or by Barbara Lehn’s story. At 
least we ran a story on the race, and 
that’s a lot more than most moto-mags 
did. 


A PATRIOT WRITES 


We need more people to think like you 
do (On the Trail, Oct.) when you tip your 
hat to those riders who have left the 
United States to go to Europe and race 
for the World Championship. After two 
years of racing the German National 
motocross wars, I’d have to say that it is 
a real honor to represent this country. 

Just to hear the announcer call out 
your name and that you’re an American 
makes it worth all the effort. 

I’m here now to make a “name” for 
myself, but plan to hit the GP road as 
soon as possible. 

With more Americans thinking like 
you, maybe we can get more American 
racers to forget about the money here 
and go for the World Championship. We 
need an American World Champion. 

It’s one thing being a National Champ, 
but it’s a different thought to be the 
absolute best, the Champion of the 
World. 

Jeff Smith 
Garden Grove, California 


Good letter, Jeff. We appreciate your 
writing and we hope that it helps some 
young riders make up their mind about 
their racing priorities. And good luck. 
Maybe there’ll be another Jeff Smith on 
the World Champion roles someday. ș. 
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e The Do-It- Yourself ` 
e CUSTOM VAN BOOK 


o 
e This handsome 8% x 11 book provides answers 
@ to practically everything concerning your van 
e — seats, beds, hammocks, kitchens, carpets, 
and dozens of van accessories. This will be a 
delight to all vansters. 
ARGUS BOOKS Pegg 
P.O. Box 49659, Los Angeles, CA 90049 
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HEYBERGER 





broke. Sometimes it expired on 
Saturday, sometimes during practice, 
sometimes on the starting line, some- 
times on the first lap. But it always 
broke. By the end of the season I had 
it working right again, but everyone 
else had caught on and there were no 
more slow bikes in the class. 

I missed the point of the lesson and 
swore off motocross. That was dumb, 
but I also escaped again because I 
found another bike that was willing to 
take care of me. 

This one was a Bultaco. I bought it 
used. It stayed that way. 

That was perfect. Because now I 
wanted to be an endurance racer. I 
intended to start with enduros and move 
up to the Six Days. Take my word for 
it, there’s no one that’s a success at 
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Ford e Plymouth e Dodge e Chevye GMC... 


VAN OWNERS 


Here’s a book for you — written in a non-technical style for the weekend tinkerer or the professional 
mechanic. All books cover Tune-Up and Troubleshooting to Complete Engine Rebuilding, Fuel and 
Electrical Systems, Transmissions, Suspension, Steering, Brakes and Drivelines. 

Virtually the only books devoted exclusively to repair and maintenance of these vehicles. 

Order your book now for only $7.95 each. (Calif. residents add 6% sales tax.) 








kind of programmed instruction either. 
The most incredibly mysterious things 
would go wrong. And occasionally 
they'd fix themselves somehow. I 
had to learn or go batty. And that 
machine prevented me from ever 
getting hurt in an enduro. It did it 
by never making an event. It got so 
good at it that I was able to give a 
complete demonstration one Saturday. 
I was complaining about the bike and 
suggested that my friend watch what 
I was talking about. I went over and 
kicked it. ‘Sounds good to me,” my 
friend said. ‘‘Watch this,’ I said, 
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HOW TO RIDE 
MOTORCYCLES 


OVER 300 
ACTION AND 


HOW-TO-DO-IT 
PICTURES 
ONLY $2.00 
plus shipping 


This is not just another book on how to 
ride motorcycles but an encyclopedia of 
professional secrets and techniques for 
riding and winning! Huge motocross 
section; Interviews with the pros; Trials 
techniques; Street riding; Desert riding tips. 


_"'Tomorrow's the Sandy Lane Nation- 


al.’’ And the bike coughed and stopped. 
Perfect timing. It got so you couldn’t 
even say ‘‘Sunday’’ around it without 
it quitting until the next Monday. 

I had many a fantastic trail ride on 
that bike. And it worked for years for 
my wife later. But it never did make an 
enduro. And it did teach me what the 
insides of a bike are like. I'll never 
regret owning it. (Now.) 

Maybe as I think about it, it’s me. 


I'm lucky. These days it’s a 125 
Hercules I ride. It’s an incredibly pre- 
cise handler. It does no wrong. It is not 
finicky. It only does what the rider tells 
it to. 

I have no excuses, because every- 
one that rides with me knows what that 
bike is like. And when I bumble up a 
hill or fall off a log, they know, the 
Hercules knows, and I know it’s my 


State Zip fault. 


lam becoming a better rider. 
PLEASE PRINT—COUPON IS YOUR MAILING LABEL That Herc is taking care of me. g° 


TO: ARGUS BOOKS, P.O. Box 49659, Los Angeles, CA 90049 
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residents add 6% sales tax) for 
Please send to: 


($2.00 plus 60¢ shipping for each copy. Calif. 
copies of “How to Ride Motorcycles.” 
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1094 MOTORCYCLE CARBURE- 
TIONS SYSTEMS. Provides descrip- 
tions, specifications, and instructions 
for the disassembly and re-assembly of 
30 different models with many photo- 
graphs and detailed drawings/$6.95 


1095 MOTORCYCLE ELECTRICAL 
SYSTEMS. Describes the basic ele- 
ments of cycle electrical systems, in- 
cluding magnetism and electricity, 
electron flow, AC vs DC, battery, 
wattage, volts and other systems com- 
mon to all bikes/$6.95 


1096 MOTORCYCLE TROUBLE- 
SHOOTING GUIDE. Manual shows 
how to pinpoint the cause of motor 
failure and locate the defective unit 
quickly. In two sections, one covering 
2-stroke, the other, 4-stroke/$5.95 


1143 RIDE AND STAY ALIVE. One 
of the better books for the novice. 
covers everything from clothing to 
night riding/$2.95 


1102 RIDING THE DIP~ San- 
ford. From the first ~ sary 
of cycle term“ «nated 
by this ” ov" , dirt riding. 
Pe „strate techniques 


ot views make this an 
(3 , useful book/$6.95 


1764 HOW TO WIN BICYCLE MO- 
TOCROSS. John Thawley. Everything 
you need to know about this exciting 
new sport. From building a track to 
rules to racing to repairing/$4.95 


1137 ALL ABOUT MINIBIKES. 
Doug Richmond. Explains what you 
can do with these hot little bikes. How 
to select; ride; improvements; setting 
up for boondocking; camping; riding 
rough country/$5.00 


1089 EARLY MOTORCYCLES. Con- 
struction / Operation / Service. Here's 
the best manual available for bikes of 
the thirties. Restoring, repairing or 
running — this manual is a must/$10.00 


1476 MOTORCYCLE RACING 
MANUAL. Ed. by Mike Nicks. Con- 
tributions from 10 experts in road 
racing speak out on specifics from 
Short Circuit Secrets to the Sponsors 
Story. Covers most everything. 120 
pages. Illus./$5.50 


1477 THE TECHNIC’ TO- 
CROSS. Ake © an. 
Cover- ov «w ad- 
vé sole .uvides insights 
foi . +.95 


1133 HOW TO RIDE OBSERVED 
TRIALS. Carl Shipman. An expert tells 
you how to get started and progress 
to championship competition. Clubs, 
riding techniques, modifications, and 
more/$5.95 


1140 HOW TO SELECT, RIDE & 
MAINTAIN YOUR TRAIL BIKE. 
Doug Richmond. Experts’ secrets re- 
vealed on riding, buying, fixing, modi- 
fying, etc. for modern trail bikes/$5.95 


1556 STREET BIKE FUN. All inclu- 
sive- book includes: How to read 
drivers’ intentions; touring solo and 
with group; cafe racers and side cars. 
Maintenance, trouble shooting, tune 
ups. Much more/$5.95 


1535 MOTORCYCLE REPAIR EN- 
CYCLOPEDIA. Clymer. Includes: 
AJ Stormer; BMW _ R50/5, R60/5, 
R75/5; BSA 650cc Twins; BSA 750 
Triples; Bultaco; CZ 125-400cc; Harley- 
Davidson Lightweights; Harley- 
Davidson V-Twins; Hodaka; Honda 
Singles; Honda Twins; Honda Fours; 
Husqvarna; Kawasaki Singles, Twins, 
Triples; Kawasaki Z-1; Maico; Montesa; 
Moto Guzzi; Norton Commando; Ossa; 
Penton; Suzuki Singles, Twins, Triples; 
Triumph Singles; Triumph 500 & 
650cc Twins; Triumph 750cc Triples; 
Yamaha Singles, Twins; Yamaha 650cc 
Twins/$10.00 


USE THIS HANDY COUPON TO ORDER TODAY! 


TO: ARGUS BOOKS, . P.O. Box 49659, Los Angeles, California 90049 


I'm enclosing $ 


. Please ship the books ordered below: 


(Add 50¢ per item for shipping on orders under $25.00. California residents add 
6% sales tax.) 
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1216 MOTORCYCLE REPAIR MAN- 
UAL. Chilton. 1200 fully illustrated 
pages show you how to tune up and 
repair the most popular models sold in 
the U.S. from the date behind the make 
through 1972. BMW ‘60; BSA Singles, 
Twins & Triples ‘63; Bultaco ‘63; 
Harley-Davidson Singles, Twins & 
Fours ‘63; Kawasaki Singles, Twins & 
Triples ‘66; Montesa '66; Moto Guzzi 
‘66; Norton 750 ‘66; Ossa ‘68; Suzuki 
Singles, Twins & Triples ‘63; Triumph 
Singles, Twins & Triples ‘63; and all 
Yamaha street & dirt bikes '64/$22.95 


1138 THE BOONIE BOOK. Carl 
Shipman. 2nd Edit. Classic manual on 
riding dirt bikes. Covers turning, rocks, 
logs, ditches, banks, steep climbs, 
brakes, wheelies, lofting, and much, 
much more/$5.95 


1141 HOW TO WIN MOTOCROSS. 
Gary Bailey. The next best thing to 
personally attending a Gary Bailey 
School. Shows you how to become 
an expert in a hurry/$5.95 


1144 MOTORCYCLE TUNING FOR 
PERFORMANCE. How to tune an 
engine for best performance. Covers 
carbs, ignition, timing, compression, 
gearing, modifications. Charts, graphs 
and formulas take the mystery out of 
altitude, air density, etc./$5.95 


1534 THE ROAD DRIVER: Guide to 
On Road Motorcycling. Robin Perry. 
For beginners who have just bought 
their first machine. Has all funda- 
mentals for riding in safety and com- 
fort/$2.95 


1543 THE WOODS RIDER: Guide to 
Off Road Motorcycling. Robin 
Perry. Gives complete instructions on 
riding under all weather terrain condi- 
tions. Shows how to buy and maintain 
machines/$2.95 


FAST AND ACTION PACKED SPE- 
CIALS BY THE EDITORS OF POP- 
ULAR CYCLING. If you missed any of 
these great titles on the newsstands, 
we can still supply fresh, mint copies. 
But hurry and order today. Many are in 
short supply. 


SUPER 
SPECIALS 


PC-1 Wild World of Honda/$2.00 
PC-2 Howto Ride Motorcycles #3 
$2.00 
Wild World of Cafe Racers/ 
$1.50 
Cycle Hop-Up/$2.00 
Cycle Road Tests 1974/$1.50 
Cycle Road Tests 1975/$1.50 
Cycle Road Tests 1976/$1.50 
Cycle Action Pictorial #1/ 
$1.50 
Cycle Action Pictorial #2/ 
$1.75 
Cycle Action Pictorial #3/ 
$1.75 


PC-3 


PC-4 
PC-5 
PC-6 
PC-7 
PC-8 


PC-9 


PC-10 














